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LET T ER 

from the Author 
To Sir K&NELM DJGBr, 

Upon the information of anifiiadver-s 
Hons to come forth, upon the imper~ 

' fefi and JurreptUious coj>y of Rt\\~. 
gio Medici, ivhiljl tJ)U true tm 

ivas going to "prefr^ ■- ' • •< ' * ' 

Honoured Sir, - . 

GIvfi your fervani;^ who ha^ 
ever honoured you, leave to 
take notice qi a book at preferit in 
the prefs, intltled, !(as I ara Jn«* 
formM) Animcufoerfions upon a trea-* 
tife lately printe^under the name of 

. Re* 



ReKglo Medici ; hereof, I am advec- 
tifed, you have condefcended to be 
the author. Worthy Sir, permit 
your fervant to affirm there is con- 
tained tj^ereinaiothli^g that Jean dar 
ferve the reafon of your contradicti- 
ons, ihitcfc lets ftfafc cattflour of jfom 
animj^crfions i and to certify the 
truth: tnei^df, jrhat bodk Ifwhiere- 
pfXjfJa^ au-j 
thor) was peixned ipany ^.ears p«A ; 
^nd ^w^t>ca?uxat ;«?rc^pe your-ap- 
f^rehen^iqp) with .no ifttention ibr 
the prefsjr at jtfie le$ft defke to o. 
blige the faith of any man to its 
aflertions. But :Wh#t <km\k fciore 
ff{Kti^fy/€ipb.oU^e4 r»y pen -raw 
to ytwt at pisefent ^Vthe fame 
piece* loof tailed priyaterftu- 
«ly; and jas <m extere »fe jinj-p xny- 
felf arathsir ihm iaa^ercitatioij, for 

any iuthacy fcaxiog ^mb my 
• \ hand 




4iand under a broken ; 
*opy t by frequent tronfcriptiou U 
iflill run forward into con updo 
and after the addition of Co 
* gs t omillion of others, 
ipufition of m*by a without 
-affent or .privacy, tJic liberty *>f 
tbefo times committed it unto the 
prefs,; whence it tfiued lb dUguife <J, 
ibiit the author without JirtinfU- 
on could BD1 acknowledge it. Hfr 
>ing tha* mifciirricd, within a few 
wlvIcs I flisil], God willing, deliver 
unto die prcfo the true ;< nd intend- 

original, wfccrcpf* in the pier 
'me, your worthy fclf may con 
and a view : fti that, when 
*r that copy flxall be extant; it 
will xnoft clearly appear how fur 
the text hath been miftafcen. and 



on^i gtojMty or cx< 
eon, wilt, in a crc 
pa 



part, impugn the printer, or tran- 
scriber, rather than the author. If, 
after that, youlhall cfteem it worth 
your vacant hours to difcourfe 
thereon, you fhal! but take that 
liberty which I aflume myfelf, 
that is, freely to abound i n your 
fenfe as I have done in my own. 
However you lhall determine, you 
fhall fufficiently honour me in the 
vouebfafe of your refute, and I o- 
blige the whole world in the oc- 
afion of your pen, 

March 3. Ymr Senwf 



T. B t 



foreguuig ictui 

Worthy Sir, 

iUj f upon the ntctip if mr 
tcr tf the third turret*^ J 
U fifut e/// the printer thdt Mt\ Ct< 

tU liver ctt mc jours) toU m* 
nnting i fimethhig % wuttr my tu%tne > 
*tgyv*r treat if* *f Rcligio Me- 
\> 4fid U forbid him <V>y farther 
WQcccrffNg tkctffe; but my fenunst 
JXtitt mt meet with htm : TNftWiUpi* 

/VA < trook a* 
/■7 thxT purptff % entreating Aim to de- 
liver tt fy the frfotcr* I verily be- 
lieve there ix fame mijl&ke m the teu 
formation aivcu y«?tfg ttfta thai Tahiti it 
ptflffto fthtfl be fhtii fhtt ttho f i 
thm mine z f*r Juch rejietfaw <i/ £ 
tc ttpvf: year learned >u«l titgfHtmif 
4fji k HtQ J * Jit* /WW MLTJi< ' 




t 4*9 



of thcmt they -were 
fttdvwrtf as I ftuUailj ran 
excellent pttecj vtlfcfi tr of 



i f* 



r,ni as rcquifcth }?:'■> ' " (ha> 
attcrthtf hoi forvtfrprehetMrity wfltarr- 

as ™bit I -wrote unit ths ewphyi 

hat of one fdting i attd there was 

twevty fair hours iMwww wy» rr- 

mingmy Lord tffDorfetV lMcr thai 

fiiwfd vtbat I [aid, and fafivijb- 

my Anfu/er to him j and yet pan 

'that (iaiC v -' ,u taken up h pTOCtn 
join' hoky -u ffttt he defred m /» rtfld* 
give him an aeewtnH of; frrliJl 
then I Jl uahappy &* mrotr to 
kavtt hranl of thai -worthy dtffoar/h 
if thai A (up ever com ti year view 
u mil fir the hi^ value J Jit apt 
nr grrat pavtt : and if it fhonhi 
tinf&ld t kanse been* fmdtn«g M htdtl 



t ) 

differing Jrom your fetfe % I hope I 
fha/l cnfdy obtain pArdto, when it foot I 

pfidered> that f)h Urdjkp 
fd it W flu* as an fxtrttfittht, to o/>- 
pojh in t/j fir artertalmteut^ fii(k p^ 
figes ax I might jtfdgt tnpnhk Iflrr*- 
/ wfttrem ir/jat liberty I t^k is h 
nbuted to ti}? Jvcurity of pri- 
and to ?fiy wt i&rw%B& 
Lciv/) Mr /'rr/w wfam it cdfr 
vmtedi 

But, Sir, mw thai I am & 
have thrt knontkdxc. I 

m th*t 

from totfltw 

dmi rcvetrtnet both U 
it ilwrfby pt*Oiiufll(>» oj 
If I htut the Vanity t* give wyfjf //- 
p * , i h thieving the hfti in puUkk 
•with fh M/icirf /iW tomtit a mm as 
jitu tire % yfit 1 hmn right u^/t % I am 
fr nhk to do it ; // woufd bt * 
l> very 



Jtfunuii-di'c 
rotfrlrtj* cftti 



>f aft how 



tnfrf 
.> a j . 



) 

Very unequal progrefs: I pretend not 
to learning / thofif Jlender notions , t 
have are but disjointed pieces I have 
by chance gleaned up here and there*. 
To encounter fuch afinewy oppofite/ or 
make animadversions upon Jo fmart A 
piece as yours is, requireth at more folid 
Jlock and exercife in fchool-learning* 
My fuperficial befprinkling 'Will ferve 
only for a private letter, or a fa* 
miliar difcourfe with lady-*auditors* 
With longing I expefi the coming abroad 
of the frue copy of thai book* whofe 
falje and Jlolen one hath already gi* 
ven me fo milch delight* And fo af> 
furing you I Jhatl deem it a great 
good' fortune to' deferve your favour 
and friend/hip, I kifs your hand a?id 
refi 9l 

IViwhefter- \Your inoft humble feryant* 

March z*> 

Ken elm DiGBTr 

TO 



TO THE 



READ E R. 

CErtainly that man woul l 
be greedy of life, who £h$uld 
defire to live when all the world 
was at an end j and he muft needs* 
be very impatient, wJiq would re- 
pine at death in the fociety of all 
things that fufiq; under it, Had , 
not almofi every man fuffered by 
the prefs, or were not the tyran* 
ny thereof become l^niycrfal, I had 
not wanted reafon for complaint $ 
but in times wherein I have lived 
to behold the higheft perverfi- 
on of that excellent invention* 
the name of his Majefty defamed, 
the honour of parliament depra^ 
the writings of both 4&pm*+d, 
«4^anticipatively, and counterfeit- 



To the READER. 

ly imprinted, complaints may feem 

ridiculous in private perfons ; and 

men of my condition may be as 

incapable of affronts^ as hopelefsj 

of their reparations. And truly 

had not the duty I owe unto the 

importunity of friends, and the ak 

legiance I muft ever acknowledge 

unto truth, prevailed with me; 

the inaftiyity of my difpofftion 

might have made thefe Offerings 

continual, and time that brings o~ 

tfier things* to light, fliauld have 

iatisfied me in the remedy of its 

oblivion* But becaufe things evU 

dently falfe are not only printed, 

but many things of truth moft 

Jfalfely fef forth, in the latter I 

could not but think myfelf enga-* 

<ged : For tho* we have no power. 

. tQ reiirefc the former, yet in the 

other, reparation being within our; 

felvesl 



To the READER. 

|clvc$> I have at p relent rcprcfl 
ed unto th^world a full and in- 
leaded copy of that piece, which 
was raoft imperfedlly and furrcpu- 
tioully publiftied before* 

This I confefs, about feven years 
paft f with lb me others of affinity 
ersto, fur my private occrcift 
latisfa&ion, 1 had at lciiur 
compofed ; which be 1 
mrnanicated unto one, it became 
oznmoa unto many, and was by 
tranfeription fucceflively corrupt 
ed, until it arrived in n molt de 
graved copy at the prels. rlu 
Jball perule that work, and fiba 
take notice of ftindry particul 
d peribnal exprelTtoos there 
eafily decern the intent io 
• not publick : and being a pri 
exerctfe directed to royfliL 
t If delivered therein wa* ra- 
ther 



. f* the RE4D£R< 

tHer ft memorial unto^me, than m 
example or rale unto any other ; 
and therefore, if there be any An- 
gularity therein correfpondent un* 
to the private conceptions of any 
man, it doth not advantage them) 
or if diflentaneousi thereunto, it 
no way overthrows them, It wast 
penned in fuch a place, and with 
fuch difadyant^ge, that, I proteft, 
from the firfl fetting of pen un* 
to paper, I had not the afliftance 
of any good book, whereby to. 
promote my invention, or relieve 
my memory } and therefore there 
might be many real lapfes therein^ 
which others might take notice 
of, and more that I fufpe&ed my- 
felft It was fet down many year$ 
paft, and was the fenfe of my con- 
ception at that thric, not an im- 
mutable law unto my advancing 
- judg-r 



7a the READER. 

judgment at all times j and th 
fore there might be many things 
therein plfuifiblc unto my paft ap- 
prehenfion, which are not agree 
able unto my preient felf« Ther 
many things delivered rheto 
cully, many espreffions therein 
mecrly tropical, and as they bef 
illuitrate my intention ; and there 
fore alfo there are many things t 
fce taken in a foft and flexible fenfe, 
and not to be called unto the rigid 
tcft of realbn. Laftly* A11 that is 
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in titled, Kelt g 10 Medici, which he 
obliged to upon account of a fpurious co- 
py fent to the preft, and in his preface 
greatly complains of the errors of that copy. 
In the year 1643, a tra& was publifhed, 
intitled, f Obfervations upon Reltgio Me* 
^£ 'nici, occafionally written by Sir Kenelm 
* 'Digby, KQt/ Another edition of which 
% was printed at London in 1644. The ge* 
nenl commendation Sir Kenelm gives of 
this curious piece, may be iecn in his ob- 
fcrvations here bound together with the 0- 
riginal work. 

In the year 1645*, an anfwer to Reli- 
^gio Medici was publifhed by Alexander 
^ Rols, under the title of Mcdicus medicatus: 
dfcor, *Thc phyfician's religion cured by a le- 
'nitivc or gentle potion/ &e. But this mer 
with a very indifferent reception from the 
publick. About the lame time annotations 
upon ihe mofl obfeure paflagea therein were 
publifhed by an unknown hand, and not 
long after, the Rf.l:gio Medici was 
tranflated into latin by Mr. John Merry- 
weather, matter of ar/s, of Magdalen-col* 
cge in Cambridge, who, from the different 
sntiraenrs entertained abroad ofrhis book, 
let with forae difficulty to have his tran- 
ition printed at Ley den in HoUaffct t 
Icveral bookfellers or printers, Haye, cU 
id Chrilkian retufiue it ; but w: 

feno 



Sir ThOp Browne, K*a. 

r had the fatUfacUon uj fiod his vt: 
primed at Slrajburg in 165a, will) Lati 
fiotutioD^ by Levi runs Niculjus Mohkiu?, 
German, who infornit uu t io bis pre face, 
zjiaf the boolt idelC which i& tnwiLtcd in- 
French, Italian, Oerman, Dutch, *dv, by; 
beco much admired by the learned and 
All ihcfe pacticuian Qiew in what 
this book win, by the dofire eyei 
lion bid ro raad it in their own language 
lie author^ of the ati* rruditornm 9 in UMi 
ft Ht volume of* their fopplLtnem, publilhed 
21 Lcipftgk in \ 6yz f pah rhb judgment up* 
if, 'Tint it i« full of occcUcai precvpf:. 
.•11005 which sre mfcncd tome paradoxes/ 
BcJiJcs thtfRtxi&iu Mldjci, our flo- 
or publUhed armcber book a I Lundon* 

MjicA ; or t ' Enquiries inm very numy i e- 
•cened tenet*, &nd ccisiimooly pretomcd 

*truthf ^ F or, 'Enfjuirik"? into common stu! 
vulvar errors : - The iixih cilirion where* 
ol in 1673 was enlarged by the author, 
wilh many explanations -and ttWuiOttf. Fa- 
ihev Niccf^mm his mcraou*, 

V<r? r U i= :a excellent wo He 0Xk| 
<f»n?ftiru «i voricty of curion? dbfcrvauons, 
i' u wail publilhcd to High- 
Bow by Chriiiinn Nor Bough 



iiuu 
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Rem cno Mfd i c i , puMHhed others equal- 
ly crifling upon the P&eudodoxi a ispi'd 
mica, under the title oVdrcami micrwifnu , 
r, The hidden fecrets of malt's body dii- 
ovcred/ <t/t/m 1652. This book was itke- 
ilc antvvered by Dr. John Robiuion a phy 
ehn f <tww 1656, in a rraft intitled, 

m juzrundam mifcfllanearutn exa- 
\babilc ; wliich met with the fame 
hacof Alexander Roft. 
j» the year 1658, our author publifhed 
another treanlc, intttled, HydsuotaphiA ; 
or, C A difctmrfe of Icpulchral urns, lately 
* m Norfolk/ Wherein he gives an 
of the manner of burning dead 
lies among the Romans, Bri tains, Saibns 
*)anes, together with the garden of Cy- 
or the qnincuncial lozenge, or network, 
lantations of the ancients, artificially, na- 
turally, ami myltically conftdcred, with fun- 
dry ublervations. ^mir^ 

Another book was Hkewifc nubliftied, 



■covered the natural canfes of metals, Hones, 
'precious earths/ 

The following is Dr* Wood's chara&er of 
; ; A dull worthless thfog, Hole for the 
oft part from the phyficks of Maqirui 



Sir Two- BuoVk*, AV. *xl 

' U i* gibbon*, and the mhct fijjhr ; a^i vu 
' baal'thc contidetirc en roll chw K ithbU 

• N*wr«'s cabinet unlocked j an ffrragaof 
'and ftndfiil uric, of which oor authors 
' true humility Tvoukl no more o^vt luffcr • 
> cJ bloa vi be fiuhtr, chcui hi* groat leavti- 

* lOj; Could hsrtc permitted hiiu to luivte 
^cti the ^ofbor of the IklA bot*k. f 
Betide- thi'tc publifh' :<l by him: 
•Tien have been printed Unco h5s J 
irtl lii^ roifcelbny tnrffy publ^cd rr* m 

our authors mumitcnpffi by uv. 'I 
Teidlbhc laic antbbluiap of Cawerbtsrv ; 
COWttAriftjft j« Obicrvanoos upvn fcvtYat 
planu /tJcorioned in fc/iprtirAi 2; Ofizar- 
landi* an«J con w t ry or carder pUm 

after Ma rdW^iun. As 
ccruin iittcfita I'tlarinj; 10 Mh 
and infects, j Of l. 1 \d ' 
inck;it ami f?-ioJtni„ 6, Oi cyin 
other mufTca! u.ftrurocnH, ts Of iw,di ] 
or gratlu^l vcr(c». *J. 1 I .-hva^, purri 
Ctibrly tbfr Saxon. 9* Of aruf:» i:J Ii 
mounts and boroughs m ni&ny parte of En 
gland t whar ri>ey ;»rc, to whin end ptfisj 
3/1 d by wli^t nutiofu** to* Oi J 1 
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utti claufum ; or, Bibliotheca abfcondita ; .cqii* 
taining foine remarkable books, antiquities, 
pi&ures, and rarities of feveral kinds, fcarce 
'ever feen by any man now, living. 

IhefecondwaS printed in the year 1716, 
intitled, Christian morals, by Sir Thpmas 
^Browne ofNorwich,M.D.and author of the 
Reli g i o Med i c i , publifhed from the ori- 
ginal and correal irianufcript of the author, by 
Johnjeffery, D.»D. archdeacon of Norwich, 
The third pofthumous work of his is a col* 
leftion of pieces, containing i . Refertorium m 9 
or, The antiquities of the cathedral church 
of Norwich, i68q. $. Somq letters whicfy 
pafled between Mr.Dugdale and Dr.Brpwne, 
anno 1 658 . 3 . An acc9unt of Ireland, ann% 
j66s. 4,. Concerning fome urns found in 
Brampton-field in Norfolk, anno 16^7. 5. A- 
gainft the too nice curiofity of cenfuring 
the prefent, or judging into future difpen-, 
fetions. 6.* Upon reading Hudjbrjs. j. A 
letter to a friend upon tHe death, of his in; 
timate friend. 

He wrote a treatife Iikewife, intitled, De, 
lucis caufa & origine, in a letter tp Ifaaq 
Voflius, with whom hp had a difpute upon 
that fubjeft ; printed at Amfterdam in;663,' 
and criuciied on Vofliu&'s work, dt nature & 
frofrieiatc lucis, wherein he ftrongly main- 
tains Des Cartes hypothefis. He alfb wrofe 
an apology for the Cartefian phiiofophy, in 
oppofition to a divine named Vogeliang. 

Thus 

Ik*.. • . 



Sir Tho. Browne, jS»/. xxsi 

Thus much for our author's writings. I 
come now to the chara&er of his perfom 
His complexion and hair was brown, his , 
ftature moderate, and habit of body neither 
fat, or lean* His manner of cloathing plain 
and unaffefted. He Was well fkilled in A- 
ftronomy, Geography, Geometry, Natural 
Hiftory and Botany ; and had fo . excellent 
a memory, that he not only remembred 
what was moft remarkable in the books he 
read, and knew thofe perfons he had once 
feen, at any diftancef of time ; but the par- 
ticulars of their cohverfation. , In the latin 
poets he remembred all that was moft acute 
and pungent, and his pbferva'tions upon hi- 
ftory, both ancient and modern, were An- 
gular, and fuch as are not made by ordina- 
ry readers* He was fo much matter over 
his paffions, as always to make them con- 
troulable by his reafon ; was never feen 
tranfportad with mirth, . or . dejefted with 
lbrrow; always chearful, but rarely merry,, 
and feldom heard to break a jeft without 
being apt to hlulh at the. levity of it. Thpfe 
who knew him only by his writings, found 
then^felves deceived in their expeftation 
when they came Into his company, from 
the gravity of his afpeft and conversation ; 
for he was fo far from being loquacious, that 
it was difficult to engage him in any dif- 
tourfe, tho', when once engaged it, he was 
fingular and uncommon. He was very care- 



'tod* ^TbeLlf ti of, &c". 

©f floth a-ad idleneis, that he would ofteii 
fay, he could not do nothing. Sir Thomas 
tindefftood moK of the European languages, 
viz. all contained in flutter's bible ; the 
Greek and Latin he . underftood critically. 
As tQ his religion; tho* the gentlemen of his, 
faculty have fallen under the dilgrace of 
having very little ; yet he has declared him- 
ielf in his Rejli g i o Med i g r to be a ftead* 
faft member of the church of England, pre- 
ferring its do&rine before any in the world; 
and fbr this reafon he fays himfelf, 'Becaufe 
every part of it fquares unto his confci- 
'ence, and its articles^ conftitutions and cu- 
'ttoms fefcm lb confonant to realbn/ &c. 
He Was $ man of exemplary patience, which 
was founded upon true Chriftiari philofo- 
|>hy, tod an htrmble fubmiffion to the pro- 
vidence of God, which he flawed to the 
day of his death. He dted at Norwich ott 
the 19th of October, (the day of his birth) 
anno 1*682, in the feventy feventh year of 
his ag£, and was buried in the church ©f 
St. Peter^ Mancroft, at Norwich, where 
there is a mural monpment ere&ed to his 
memory, fixed to ^the South pillar of the 
altan 
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E L I G I O 

MEDICI- 
SECTION h 
>R my religion, though there 
be fe vend circurmbnees that 
might perfuadc the world I 
nonk at all* as the * general 
of my profeffioa, the f natu- 
ral courfc of my ftudies, the % tndif- 
fcrency of my behaviour « and dii- 
courie in matters of religion^ tofct- 
ther violently defending one, eol- 
ith that common ardour and con- 
lion oppofing another; yet, in 
jefplte hereof, I dare> without u- 
furpation, ailume the honourable 
i Hie of a Chriftian : || not that I mccr- 
owe this title to the font, my c- 
uiojh or clime wherein I 

as being bred up either t< 
irm thole principles mv pa- 



2 ReligIo Medici* 

rents inftilled into my unwary un- 
demanding, or, by a general con- 
fent, proceed in the religioii of rhy 
cbuntry : but having,, in . my riper 
years and confined-judgment,, feen 
and examined all, I find myfelf ob- 
liged by the principles of grace, 
and the law of mine ownreafcri, to 
embrace no other name but this : 
neither doth herein my zeal fo far 
make me forget the. general charity 
I owe unto humanity, as rather to, 
hate than pity Turks, Infidel?, and 
(what is .worfe) Jews ; rather con* 
tenting myfelf to enjoy that happy 
ftile, than maligning thofe*wha,re~ 
fufe fo glorious.a title* 

SECT. -It 
But becaufe the name of a Chri- 
ilian is. become'Too general to ex- 
prefs our faith,* thete being; a geo- 
g raphy ofjre Ugion s as well as land s, 
and every clime diftingtrifhed. not 
only by their laws and limits, but 

cir- 
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circumfcribed by their % do&rines 
and rules of faith; to be particu- 
lar, I am of that reformed new-call 
religion, * wherein I difl ike* nothing 
but the name; 6f the fame belief 
our Saviour taught, the apoftles 
diffeminated, the fathers authorifed, 
and the martyrs confirmed ; but by 
the finifter ends of princes, the anir 
bitjon and avarice of prelates, and 
the fatal corruption of. times, fo de- 
cayed, impaired, and fallen from 
its native beauty, that it required 
the careful and charitable hand of 
thefe times to reftojre it to its pri- 
mitive integrity, f Now the acci- 
dental occafion whereon, the flender 
means whereby, the low and abjeft 
condition of the perfori by. whom, fo 
gogd a work was fet on foot, which 
in. our adverfaries beget contempt 
and fcorn, fill me with wonder, 
and' is the very fame objection the 
infoient Pagans firft caft at Chrift 
find his - difcipies ? 

SECT, 
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SECT. III. : 
Yet have I not fo * fhaken hkndaf 
with thofe defperate re folution s, 
^ (who had rather venture ut large 
^ their decayed bottom, then bring her 
in to be new trimed in the dock ; 
who had rather promifcuotifly re- 
tain all, than abridge any, and ob- 
ftinately be what they are, than 
what they have been?) as to ftand 
in diameter, and fwords point with 
th^m : we have reformed from 
them, not agairtft them ; for omit- 
ting thofe improprieties and terms 
of fcurrility betwixt us, which on- 
ly difference our affections, and not 
our caufe, there is between us one 
common name and appellation, one 
faith, and neceffary body of prin- 
ciples common to us both ; and 
thereforie I am not fcrupulous to 
converfe and live with them, to 
enter their churches in defeft of 
ours, and either pray with them, 
or for them : 1 could never per- 
ceive 
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ceive any rational confequcncc from 
thofc many texts which prohibit 
the children of lfracl to pollute 
themleives with the temples of the 
h^ Athens i we being all thrift tans, 
and not divided by fuch detailed 
impieties as might profane our 
prayers, or the place wherein 
make them ; or that a refolved con- 
ic ience may nut adore her Creator 
tiny where* efpeciaiiy in places 
devoted to bis iervice j where, if 
their devotiona offend hitn f mine 
lay pleafc him, if theirs profane 
mine may hallow it ; holy water 
id crucifix (dangerous to the com- 
ion people) deceive not 
lent, nor abuie my devotU 
am f I confeis naturally inclined 
to that f which mifguided zeal rcrma 
fuperftidon | , my common conver- 
fation 1 do acknowledge ault ere, my 
behaviour full nfrrgouff fomctnnf* 
not without morodly ♦ yet .it tny 
nloo 1 luvetu life the civility 

of 
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' pf my knee,, my hat, and hand,- 
with all thofe outward and fenfible- 
motions, which may exprefs, or 
promote my invifible devotion* I 
liquid violate my own arm rather 
than a church, nor willingly de- 
face the name pf faint or martyr. 
At the fight of a crofs or crucifix I 
can dilpenfe with my hat, but fcarce 
with the thought or memory of my 
Saviour ; I cannot laugh ^t,but rather 
pity the fr\iitlefs journeys of pil-t 
grim6, or contemn the inferable; 
condition of Friars; for though 
mifplaced in circumft&nces, there 
is fomething in it of devotion: I 
could never hear the **A v$Marie Bell 
without a^lev^bn^^^ think it a 
'luffictenri^^ they er- 

red in one circumftance, for me to 
err i n al l, that^Js^igJIl^^ 

* A church-bell that tolls eVery d&y at .6. and 
12. of the clock, at the heari^; whereof every 
-one in what place foever either of home or ftreet^ 
betakes him to his prayer, which is commonly dW 
refted to the Virgin. 
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b contemp t ; whilft therefor 
y directed th'cir devotion5 to her, 
J offered mine toGpd^ andrc&itieJ 
the e rrors of their prayers by right- 
ly ordering mine own: at a lolemn 
ocefTion 1 have wept a^ttadantl^ . 
while my conforts, blind with op- 
pofition and prejudice, have fallen 
into an excafc of icorn and laughter : 
there are qceitionlcfs both in Greek, 
Roman, and African churches ? folem- 
ind ceremonies, ^hereof rhs 
fer zealots do make a chrittian ufc 
sd4!^ n ^ condemned by iu f not as 
fi\ in themkl/c : . but as allme- 
ts and bait* of fuperftitjon to 
Ac vulgar head&tlut luokaJouint 
>n the face of truth, and thofe un- 
liable judgments that cannot conli.l 
c narrow pmnt and center of 
e, without a reel oritaggerto 
* cumieR'ac;, — 
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SECT. IV. 
As there were many reformers^ 
fo likewife many reformations ; e* 
Very country proceeding in a par- 
ticular way and method* according 
as their national intereft, together, 
with their conftitution and clime, 
inclined them ; -fome angrily and 
Hvith extremity ; others calmly and 
with mediocrity, not rending, but 
j eafily dividing the community, and 
I leaving an honeft poffibility of a re- 
conciliation ; which though peace- 
/ able Ipirits do defire, and may con- 
ceive that revolution of time and 
the mercies of God -may effe£t; yet 
that judgment that fhall confider 
the prefent antipathies between the 
two extreams, their contrarieties in 
condition, affe&ioii and opinion, 
may with the fame hopes expedt 
an union in the poles of heaven. 



But 
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SECT. V. 
iBut ttf didercncc myfelf nearer 
and draw into a leflcr circle: thcr 
i$ joo church :vhofe every part io 
lljuirea onto my conference, whof 
article?* conltitutions, and cuilomH 
fcem fo conlbnant unto rcafon* and 
as it were framed to cny particular 
devotion, as this whereof 1 hold 
my belief, the church of EngUnd; 
to wbofe faith I am a fworn fabjedt 
and therefore* in a double obligati- 
on, fublcribe unt q her articles, and 
endcavoar to oblcrvc her confti- 
"on*: wh&tfoever U beyond, a 
□lots indifferent, I bbfervc accord 
to the rules of my private rea- 
, of the humour and frfluon o 
my devotion ; neither believing fills 
becaufe Luthfir affirmed it, or difap 
proving thot, becaufe Calvin htu 
dilavowed if. I condemn no 
things in The council of Trcjit f 
i/|»phv,v oil in the (ynod of 
prirf, wherv the fcriptnrc is ft 
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lent, the chiifch is my text; where 
that (peaks, 'tis but my comment ; 
where there is a joint filence of both, ' 
I borrow not the rules of my religi- 
on from Rome or Geneva, but the 
dictates of my own reafon. It is 
an unjuft fcandal of our adverfaries, 
and a giofs error in our felves, to 
compute the nativity of our reli- 
gion from * Henry the eight, who, 
though he reje&ed the Pope, refus'd 
hot the faith of Rome, and effedled 
no more than what his own prede- 
ceflbrs defired and allayed in ages 
paft, and was conceived the ftate of f 
Venice would have attempted in our 
days. It is as uncharitable a point 
in us to fall upon thofe popular 
fcurrilities and opprobrious feoffs 
of theBifho'p of Rome, towhom,as 
a temporal Prince^ We, owe the duty 
of good language: I confefs there is 
caufe of paflion between us j by his 
fentence I ftand excommunicated, 
Heretick is the beft language he af- 
fords 
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fords me; yet can no ear witnefs 
I ever returned him the name of 
Antichrift, Man of Sin, or Whore of 
Babylon. It is the mettod of chari- 
ty to fuffer without rea&ion : thofe 
ufual fatyrs* and inve&ives of the 
pulpit, may perchance produce a 
good efFeft on the vulgar, whofe 
ears are opener to rhetorick then 
logick ; yet do they in no wife con- 
firm the faith of wifer believers, who 
know that a good caufe needs not 
jto be patronized by a paffion, but 
can fuftain it felf upon a temperate 
difpute. 

SECT, VI, ^ 
I could never divide myfelf from I v 
any nian upon the difference of an 1 > 
opinion, f or beangry with his judg- ^ 
ment for not agreeing with me in ^ 
that, from which perhaps within a V 
4" few days I fliould dilTent myfelf: iff 
have no genius to difputes in reli- 
gion, and have often thought it ^ C 
wifdom to decline them, efpeciallyo^ 

Ac/m it, ^ - * -v. - 
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nppct tL difadvantage, or when the 
caufe of truth might fufFer in the 
t weaknefs of my patronage : where 
} we defire to be informed, 'tis 
I good tq conteft with men above 
purfelves; but to confirm and er. 
ftabljfh our opinions, 'tis beft to ar^ 
| gue with judgments below our own ; 
| that the frequent fp oils and vi&o-? 
- 1 ries over their rsafons may fettle 
in Qurfeiyes, an efleem, and confirm* 
I ed opinion of our own, * Every man 
« is not a prpper champion for truth, 
nor fit to take up the gantlet in the 
caufe of verity : many from the ig^ 
norance of thefe ijia^ims, arid an 
- ificonfiderate zeal unto truth^ have 
too raftdy charged the troops of* 
error^ and remain as trophies untq 
the enemies of tru^h : a man j nay 
bei n as, jufl pofleflion of t ruth as of 
a city, a n d yet be forced to jurren^. 
der ; -tis theretpre tar better to enr' 
joy her with peace, then to hazard 
her 911 a battle: - if therefore, there 



mot 
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arife any doubts in my way, Ida 
forget them, or at lcaft defer them, 
my better fettled judgment, and 
re manly reafon be able to rc- 
them; for I perceive every 
is own reafon is his beftO^f/jtoj, 
d will, upon 3 reafon&ble tnice, 
find a way to loofe thofe bonds, 
wherewith the fub til ties of error 
have enchained our more flexible 
aVid tender judgments* In philofo- 
hy, where truth fectns double-faced, 
is no man more paradoxical 
myfclf; but in divinity 1 love 
keep the roact, and though not 
in ?n implicit yet in an humble 
faith, follow the great wheel of 
tfafc church, by >vhich I move, not 
eferving any proper poles or tno- 
n from the epicycle of my own 
; by i hi^ moans I leave 110 gap 
fiergiics, fchli"m% or errors, of 
liich ?\T ; r rt- I huue I lhall not 



i have no raicM 
or 
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or tin&urej I muft Confefs my 
greener ftudjes have been polluted 
with tw$ or three; not any begot-* 
ten in the later centuries, but old 
apd pbfolete; fuch as could never 
have been revived, but by fuch ex- 
travagant and irregular' heads as 

| mine ; *for indeed herefiesperilh not 

\ with their .authors, but like the river 
f Arethuia, though they lofe their 
currents in one place, they rife "up 
again in another : one general coun- 
cil is not able to extirpate one fingle 

: barely ; it pay be cancelled for the 
prefent, but revolution of qme, and 

; the like afpe<Sts hovsx . Heaven, will 
reftore it, when it will flourifh till it 
be condemned again ; for as though 
there were a Metempfjchofts> and the 

- foul of one nian paffed into another, 
opinions do find, after certain revo- 
lutions, men and minds like thofe 

\ tljat firlt .beggt them. To fee our- 

ielves again we need not look for 

* Plato's 
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tto's year; every man is not 
himfcl f; there huivc been many I 
Jiagcnes^Sj and as many Timoa%*- 
tho 9 but few of that name; men arc ^/ 
again* the world »i 
in ages pait, there 
nit there hath been ibmc one 
ir\t parallels him, and 13 as it 
lU revived felf. 



sect, m 

*Nbw tfaefirft of mine was that of 
Arabians, that the lbuU of 
raen perilhed with their bodies but 
ihoald yet be raifed again at the lull 
ay; not that I did abfolutety con- j 
ive a mortality of the foul; but | 
that were, which faith, not ph i- i 
>hy% hath yet throughly diipro- 
ed, aiul that both entered the gt 
jether; yet I held the fame con- 
)t ihocuL that we all do ui the bo- 
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" Jtv|i«f* ^y, ^ at it^o^ld rife again* Surely 
Wm Jtmtf 1 ls ^ ut t ^ ie mer * ts °f ^ uir unworthy 
i cj ^ Wue4 natures, if we fleep in darknefs un- 
^v*til the laft alafrn: a ferious reflex 
> ■ ' iipoA my own unworthinefs did 
make nie backward from challeng- 
^ ing this prerogative of my foul ; fa 
«2 t jnight enjoy my Saviour, at the 
laft, I could with patience be no- 

^ rhino- almnfl* nntn pfprnifv^ 
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thing almoft unto eternity; The fe-> 
3£ Cond was that of Origen, that God 
would not perfift in his vengeance 
" for ever, but after a defitiite time 
of his wrath he would releafe the 
damned fouls from torture j Which 
error I fell iftto, upon £ ferious con- 
■ templatlon Of the great attribute of 
God's merCy ; and did a little che- 
. . rifh it in myfelf, becaule I fotind 
^< therein no njalice, and a ready 
v^?* weight to fway me from the other 
v ^wwcxtream of difpair,whereunto melan^ 
K ' choly and contemplative natures are 
too eafily.difpofed. A third there is* 
which I did never p ofitively maintain 

or 
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iz often wiflied ir 
>een coofonant to truth, and not 
;ifenlivc to my religion, and that is 
the prayer tor the dead; whercuntu 
I was inclined from fome charitable 
inducements, whereby I could tcaroj. 
roftnin my prayers for a friend 21 
the ringing of a belt, or behold hist 
Corps without an oration for his l 
foul; it was 2 good way mctho tight \ 
>bcremembred by potlcrity f and tar 
tc noble than an hiftory* Thele 
>inions 1 n*vcr maintained with 
>errinacity l or endeavoured to in*- 
igle any man** belief unto mine, 
nor to much bs ever revealed or dii- 
pitted them with my deareli friends ; 
by which means 1 neither propaga- 
ted them tn others, nor confirmed 
them inmylelf, but fullering them to 
ftofne upon their own Jubilance, 
without addition of new fuel* they 
out ItifcufiMy of tbcmfdvcf; 
ac f thefe Opinions th*»»»s{h 
h!i ain J b\ lawful comiii^** 
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were not herefies in me, but bare 
errors, and fingle lapfes of my un- 
derftanding, without a joint depra- 
vity of my will : thofe have not 
only depraved underfiandings, but 
difeafed affe&lons^ who cannot en- 
joy a Angularity without a herefy* or 
be the author of an opinion, with- 
out they be that of a le<5l alfo ; this 
w r as the villainy of the firft fchifm 
of Lucifer, who was not content to 
err alone, but drew into his fa&ion 
many legions of fpirits ; and upon 
this experience h e tempted, onl^ 
Eve, as well underftanding the com- 
'municable nature of fin, and that 
to deceive but one, was tacitly 
and upon confequence to delude 
them both- 

SECT. VIIL 
That herefies fliould arife we have 
the prophecy of Chrift ; but that 
old ones fliould be aboliflied we hold 
no predyjibn. That there muft be 
' hereficSf 
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hereiies is iru^ not only in 
church, but alio in any other: even 
in doiSixines hem-tic. d rhcre will be 
fupcr-herelies, and Annus not Djjly 
divided from their church, but alia 
among themfelve&t for heads that 
are difpofed unto fchifm, and o.>m- 
plcxioiully propenfe to irmov.uion, 
arc naturaU^Jilpoied fur & commu- 
nity, UQf ever be confined un- 
to the ord^r or (Economy of one 
body; and therefore when they fe- 
ratc from others they knit but 



1 oof civ aivtonki tb cm felves 



nor con- 



cern ted with a general breath or di- 
chotomy with their church, do 
fnbdtvidr and mince rhemlclves nl- 
iuro atoms. f Tis true, thut 
men of lingular parts rirul hwnom 
h 1 * iTfiot been lice from (in i^l&t o- 
pinions M\vi concetti in all &< 
retaining fa tnc thing not only befidi 
\r opinion <4 hi* o\yn sJbuccli oj 

other, bin ;tlio jtny p.tl ; u • . 
m ; ^vlucli i;ot\vithl>;uidu» ; • 
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fober judgment may do without 
offence or herefy * for there is yet, 
i after all the decrees of councils and 
\ the niceties of the fchools, mat 
\ ny thing? untouched, unimagined, 
wherein the liberty of an honeft 
I reafon may play and Expatiate with 
l fecurity, and far without the circle 
,jv of an herefy, a 

SECT. IX. 
As for thofe winged myfteries in 
^ Cf^iv^ityj anc * a ^ r y ftib.tilties in reli- 
* ^ gion, % which have unhinged the 
****** brains of better heads, they never 
ftretched the *Pia Mater of minej 
methinks there are not impoflibili- . 
ties enough in religion for an adtive 
faith; the deepeft myfteries ours 
■ ' contains have not only been iliu* 
ftrated, but maintained by fyllogifm, 
and the rule of reafon : I love to 
lofe myfelf in a myftery, to purfue 
my reafon to an Oaltitudo. 'Tis my 
folitary recreation to pofe my ap* 
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prehenfioB with thofe involved ae- \p 
nigmas and riddles of the Trinity,^ 
with incarnation and refure&ion. ' ^ 
I can anfwer all the obje&ions of ; T" 
fatan, and my rebellious reafon, | 
with that odd refolution I learned , * 
of Tertullian, Cerium eft quia impofli- h 
bile eft. I defire to exercife tny faith 
in the difEculteft point; for to ere- -\ 
dit . ordinary and vifible objefts is 
not faith, but perfuaiion. Some 
believe the better for feeing Chrift's 
fepulchre, and whfen they have 
£een t he re d fe.a, ffpubt not of the 
miracle. Now on the contrary 
blefs myfelf, and am thankful that 
lived not in the days of miracles^.^ 
that I never faw Chrift nor his dif^J*^ 
ciples ; I would not have been onegTt^ 
> of thofe Ifraelites that pafled the red^; ^ 

yfea, nor one of Chrift's patients, on it, v*** 
whom Ke wrought his wonders; 
• then had my faith been thruft upon 
me, nor flxould I enjoy that greater 
Welling pronounced to all that be- 



^2 
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lieve and faw not. *Tis an eafy and 
J neceiTary belief to credit what our 
r ; eye and fenfe hath examined : I be-' 
' lieve he was dead, and buried, and 
role again; and defire to fee him in? 
t his glory, rather than to content ' 
plate him in his cenotaphe, or fe- . 
pulchre* Nor is this much to be- * 
lieve; as we have reafon, we owe \. 
this faith urfco hiftory: they only, 
had the advantage of a bold and 
^ noble faith, who lived before his 
^ coming, who, upon obfcure prophe- 1 
^ cies and myftical types, could raife * 
S . a belief, and expedfc apparent im*- 
^ poffibilities, . x 

V# SECT. X, 

'Tis true, there is an * edge in all 
firm belief, and with an eafy me- 
taphor we may fay the fword of • 
faith ; but in thefe obfcurities I ra- 
ther ufe it in the adjunft the A<- . 
poftle gives it, a buckler; under 
which I conceive a wary cambatapt . 
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may ly invulnerable. Since 1 wl 
of understanding to know wc kne 1 
nothing, my reafon both been more 
pliable to the will of faith; I an 
now content to underftand a myl 
i y, without .1 rigid definition, in 
cafyand platonick deicription. Tlut 
allegorical defcription of Hvrm 
plcafcth me beyond all the meta- 
pbyliail definition&r of divine? 
where I cannot fatjsfy my reafon, I 
Jove to humour my fancy ; * I'd as 
footi chute you would tell me thata'/j- 
m$ eft mollis hmm* % eft ccrpusDt^ as 
rtcltcbm 3 Lux tft umbraDci 9 as it&ttf 
Tfytcni: where there 1 3 an obfuiri- 

?p for our rcafoo, 'tis goad -f 
jit down with a defcription, pc- 
rtphrAfi : t or adumbration ; for b , 
acquainting our reafon how unable 
^ It is to difphty tbc vifible and obvi- 
effects of nature, \t become 
►ix buflibU and i«»bmiiDvk' unji 

■ 



the fubtilties of faith: and thus! 
each my haggard and unreclaimed 
eafon to ftoop unto the lure of 
faith. I believe there was already 
a tree whofe fruit our unhappy pa- 
rents tafted, though in the fame 
chapter, when God forbids it, 'tis 
pofitively faid, the plants of the 
field were not yet grown ; for God 
had not caufed it to rain upon the 
earth. *I believe that the ferpent, (if 
we Hiall literally understand it) from 
bis proper form and figure, made his 
motion on his belly before the curfe. 
I find the trial of the puceilage and 
virginity of women, which God 
ordained the Jews, is very fallible, 
experience and hillory informs 
me, that not only many particular 
women* fbut likewile whole na- 
tions have efcaped the curie of child' 
birth* which God feems to pro- 
nounce upon the whole Sex; yet 
do I believe that all this h true* 
which indeed my reaibn would per- 
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wade me to be folic; and this I 
think U do vulgar part of faith to 
believe a thing not only above, btit 
contrary to rcafon, and ugaiiiit the 
ent% of our proper lenics* 

SEfcT. XT. 
in my foliury and retired imagi- 

*=-r Ncque cmm f cum porfiru/, nut ttic 
ietiultit accept, defur&tyihh — 

I remember I am not alone, an J 
therefore forget not to i uni< f nphttc 
im and his attribute? who is ever 
ithme t LfpecUUythofc two mighty 
hi* wifdom and eternity; with" 
je I recreate, with thcorherl 
onion 1 1 wl my undttrfbwding: tor ^ 
who can ljrcak of eternity without 
afolecilm, ur think thereof with- 
n exuiici! time we may com* 
prohend i 'tis bnt five days oldef 
rh*ni wurlt Ivji:, t \nd hath the fame 
Hor<)fropc w ilh the world: btit to 

lu t r bACl% IS CO fippftju 4 tld s 
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beginning, to give fuch an infinite , 
ftart foTeward, as to conceive, an 
end > in an effence that we affirm 
hath neither the one nor the other ; it 
I put? toy reafon to Saint Pauls San&u- 
: ary ; my philofophy dares not fay the 
! < angels can do it: God hath not made 
I a creature that can comprehend him, 
'tis the privilege of his own nature; 
I am that I am, was his own defini- 
tion unto Mofesi" and it was a (hort 
one, to confound mortality, that 
durft queftionGod, pr afk him what 
he was ; indeed he only is, all others 
have j)een and ftwlLbe» but in eter- 
nity there is no diftinction of tenfes; 
and therefore that terrible term pre- 
deftination, which hath troubled fo 
many weak heads to conceive, and 
thewifeftto explain, is in refpecl: 
^ to God no prefcious determination 
^ "of our eftates to come, but a defini- 
g tive blaft of his will already fulfilled; 
J* and at the inftant that he firft de- 
w creed it j for to his eternity which 



is indivifible, and altogether, the 
lalt trump is already founded, the 
reprobates in the flame, and the blef- 
fed in Abraham's bofonu Saint Pe- 
ter fpeaks mode ft ly, when he faith, 
a thoufand years to God are but as 
one day : for to fpetik like a Philofo^ 
phav thofe continued in fiances of 
time which flow into a thoufand 
years make not to him one moment* 
what to us is to come, to his eterni- 
ty is prefent, his whole duration be- 
ing but one permanent point with out 
fucceffion, parts* Auk, or divifion. 

SEC|. 231. 
There is no attribute that adds 
e difficulty to the myfiery of the 
# ty, where, tho* in a relative way 
<>thcr and Son, we muft deny a 
riot ity, # I wonder how Ariftotle 
ould conceive the world eternal, 
or how he could make good two 
eternities: his fimilitude of a tri- 
>mprehended in a (quaie. 
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doth fomewhat illuftrate the trinity 
of our fouls, and that the triple uni-r 
ty of God; * for there is in us not 
three, but a trinity of fouls, becauffe 
there is in us, if not three diftinft 
fouls, yet differing faculties, that 
can, and do fubfift apart in different 
fubjefts, and yet in us are fo united as 
to make but one foul and fubftance; 
if one foul were (bperfe<5fc as to hit * 
form three diftinft bodies, that were 
a petty trinity: Conceive the diftinft 
number of three, not divided nor fe- 
parated by the intellect, but actually 
comprehended in its unity, and that 
^gerfeft trinity* I have often 
iired the myiHcal way of Pytfaa- 
as, and thefecret magick of num- 
bers; beware of philofophy, is a 
precept not to be received in too 
.^nfe ; for in this mafs of na- 
■B # there is a fee of things that car- 
ry in their front, tho* not in capital 
letters, yet in ftenography , and /hort 
characters, foraetbing of divinity, 
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which, to wifer Reafons, ferve as lu* 
minaries in the abyfs of knowledge, 
and to judicious beliefs, as fcales 
and roundles to mount the pinnacles 
and higheft pieces of divinity. The 
fevere fchools fhall never laugh me 
out of the philofophy of Hermes, 
that this vifible world is but a picture 
of the invifible, wherein, as in a 
'p'ourtralt, things are not truly, but 
in equivocal lhapes; and as they 
counterfeit fome more real fubftance 
in that invifible fabrick. 

SECT. XIIL 
That other attribute, wherewith 
I recreate my devotion, is his wis- 
dom, in which I am happy; and for 
the contemplation of this only, do 
ndt repent me that I was bred in the 
way of ftudy : the advantage I have 
of the vulgar, with the content and 
happinefs I conceive therein, is an 
ample recompence for all my en- 
deavour^ in what part" of know- 
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ledge foever. Wifdom is his moft 
beauteous attribute ; no i»an can at' 
tain unto it, yet Solomon pleafed 
God when he defired it. He is wife 
beamfe he knows ajll things, and he 
knoweth all things becaufe he made 
them all; but his grqateft knowledge 
is in comprehending what, he made 
mot, that is himfelf, (And this is al- 
io the greateft knowledge in man. 
For this do I honour my own pro* 
feflion and embrace the counfel even 
of the Devil himfelf ; had he rea<J 
fuch a lefture in paradife as he did 
at a Delphos, we had better known 
ourfelves, nor had we flood in fear 
to know him!\ I know he is wife in 
all, wonderful in what we conceive, 
but far more in what we com- 
prehend not ; for we behold him 
but afquint, upon reflex or fha-» 
dow : our underftanding is dimmer 
than Mofcs's eye, we are ignorant of 
the back Parts, or lower fide of his 

divinity ; 

» fhfie telffum* 



*ty; therefore to pry into the 
of bis councils, is not only 
folly in Man, but preiumption : 
in angel*; Uke us, they are bi5 fcr* 
vanes, not his fenatars; be hoUU no 
il, but that tnytticftl one of 
inky, wherein tho' ihcrc be 
three per ions, there is but o 
that decrees, wnhuui contr 
nor deeds he any, his a&ions are 
not begot with deliberation, his 
wifdwm nstu rally knows what is bdl ; 
his intellect fiends ready fraught 
with the fuperUtivt and purdl ideas 
f goodnefe; confaliacion and clcfti- 
,/hich are two motions in nsj 
ak<t but one in him; his a£tion> 
tinging from his power, at rh* firit 
touch of his will. Thele ire cou- 
contemplations rnctaphyficjtl ; my 
We {peculations have another 
od, and arc concent tn trace 
uxjd difcovcr thoic csprcilimn he 
l>Bth lcli in ht 1 <»■' i i*s ind tntt 
iius effects of Mtwc * thfrc ?v 
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ho danger to dive into thefe myfte- 
ries, no fanttwm fon&orum in philo- 
fophy: the world was made to be 
inhabited by beafts, but ftudied and 
contemplated by man: it is the. debt 
of our reafon we owe unto God, 
and the homage we pay for not 
being beafts; without this the 
world is ftill as tho* it had not 
been, or as it was before the fixth 
day, when as yet there was not a 
creature that could conceive, or 
- fay there was a world* The wif- 

)dom of God receives fmall honour 
from thofe vulgar heads, that rudely 
flare about, and With a grofs rufli^ 
city admire his works } thofe highly 
magnifie him whofe judicious en- 
quiry into his adtsi and deliberate, 
refearch intd his creatures, return 
the duty of a devout and learned ad- 
I miration* 

^O^rSjuAu VII * Therefore, 



rjnfem truth, tf\*cn h I A 1 tfyft ^Aav, 
fUHf ttr frfftttr'J c**Jet § ti»* 

JfcjJM* uM 1 , fw ***** ***** 
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rw 1*fw tit* ft* yrt nw/*> 



\ti iit faff, wt<n t<rmc»wm'ti /JMf ^ 

1 ify j<r*-hi, suAiVA Jhrftt wet if JU* r 
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requite, and fome way to retribute? 
unto his Creator; <for if not he 
that faith, Lord, Lord ; but he that 
doth the will of the Father, ftiall be 
^ faved ; certainly our wills muft be 
our performances, and our intents 
make out our a&ions; otherwife 
our pious labours fliall find anxiety 
in our graves, and our beft endea* 
vours not hope, but fear a refur- 
re&ion. • 

SECT. XIV. 
* There is but one firfl: caufe, and 
four fecond caufes of all things: 
fome are without efficient* as God; 
others without matter, as angels : 
fome without form, as the firfi 
matter: but every elience, created 
or uncreated, hath its final caufe, 
and fome pofitive end both of its 
effence and operation: this is the 
caufe I grope after in the works of 
nature, on this hangs the provi- 
dence of God ; to raife to beaute- 
' ous 



5 a ftruftirre, as the world aft 
:hc creatures thereof, was but his 
arc ; 4**t their fundry and divided 
operations with their prcdeiHna- 
tcd ends, arc from the treafury o 
his wifdom. In the caufes, na- 
ture, and affections of the eclipres 
of fun and moon, there is moft ex- 
cellent fpcculationj bat to dive 
deeper, and to contemplate a rea- 
fon, why his providence hath f 
cKfpofed and ordered theic motions 
in that vaft circle, as td conj 
and oblcure each other, is afwect 
piece of reafon, and a diviner point 
of philosophy; therefore fomcriow % 

d in fome things, there appear 
me as much divinity in Galen':* books 
dti ufn partita* 9 as in Suarex's meta* 
phytic ks; hadAriftotle been a* cu* 
ioius in the enquiry of this caufe as 
was of the other, he had ijot Left 
behind Uim :tn imperfect piece o 
tlofophy, but an abfolute trait 

S£CT. 



36 Religio Medici. 

SECT. XV. 
Natum nihil ttgit fruftrpt is the 
only indifputable' axiom in philo- 
sophy ; * there are no Grofclk in 
nature ; nor any thing frataed to 
fill tip empty cantons and tirtnecef* 
faty fpaces ; in the tooft imperfect 
creatures, and fuch as were not 
preferved in* the ark, but having 
their feeds and principles in the 
^ttoitib of nature, are every where 
where the power of the futi is ; in 
thefe is the wifdom of his haiid dif- 
covered: out of this rank Solomon 
thofe ^he objett of his admirati- 
on ; indeed what reafoti .may not 
£o to fchool to the wifdom of bees, 
ants and fpiders ? what wife hand 
tetdketh them to do what reafon can* 
not teach us? ruder heads ftand ama- 
zed at thofe prodigious pieces of 
jnature* whales* elephants, drome- 
daries aftd camels ; thfefe* I confefs, 
are the cotoffus and majeftitk pieces 
of her hand ; but in thefe narrow 

engines 



ticks, and the civility of thefe 
itcle citizens more neatly fets forth 
the wifdom of their Mater. * Who 
t mires not Rtghmnttuut hia 11 y 
beyond hi 5 eagle, for Wonders not 
more at the operation of two (bul 
in thofe little bodies than but one 
e trunk of a cedar? I could 
er content my contemplation 
with thofe general pieces of won- 
der* the flux and reflux of the ♦ 
the encreafe of the Ntle 7 the 
*rfion nf the needle to the 
i ; and have ltudied to matcfr 
n*t jV^rnUfl thfifa in the more mH 
v iv > l i - :am\ neglected pieces of na- 
whkh without further trawl 
1 can do in the \ cofmography of 
t-Jf ; we vtury with u$ the won- 
v\ c leek without u< ; there b 
U AlVu i .<MiI her prodigies in : 
.is c rh.tr bold mid adventurous 
3 of nature, *whtth he that <lu- 
JCS Wifely Ic&IW in a i^f>miium B 
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what others labour at in a divided 
piece and endlefs volume, 

SEC T. XVI. ' ' " 
; Thus there are two books from 
whence t colleft my divinity ; be-* 
fides that written one of God, an^ 
other of his fervant nature, that 
univerfal and publick manufcript, 
that lies expanded unto the eyes of 
all ; thofe that never faw him in the 
one, have difcovered him in the o- 
ther : this was the fcripture atid the-» 
olQgy of the Heathens ; the natural 
motion of the fun made them more 
admire him* than its fupernatural fta* 

jf^^T x & di4 the children of Ifrael; the. 
ordinary effe6t of nature, wrought 
more admiration in them, than in 
the other all his miracles; furely the 

I Heathens knew better how to join 

and read thefe myftical letters than 
we Chrifti^ns, who caft a more 
carelefs eye on thefe common hie- 
fpglyphicks, and dijTdain to fuck 

divinity 
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divinity from the flowers of nature- 
Nor do I fo forget God, as to a- . 
dore -the name of ^nature ; which T 
define not, with the fchools , the 
principle of motion and reft/ but 
that ftraight and regular line, that 
fettled ^nd conftant courfe the wif- 
dom of C^od hath ordained for the 
actions pf his creatures, according, 
to their feveral kinds. To make a* 
revolution every day is the, nature \ 
of the fun* becaufe of that neceflary j 
courfe which God hath ordained it, I 
from which it Cannot fwerve, by / 
a faculty from that voice which / 
firft gave it motion* Now this j 
courfe of nature God feldom alters 
or perverts, but 1 like an excellent 
artift hath fo contrived his work, 
that, with the felf-fame inftrument, 
vyithotit a new creation, he may 
effedt his obfcureft defigns. Thushe 
fweetneth the water with a wood, 
prefervetfr the creatures in the ark, 
which the blaft of his mouth might 

have 



* 
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have' a£ eafily created: for God is 
I like a skilful Geometrician, who 
; when, more eafily, - and with one 
! rtroke of his compafs, he might de* 
| fcribe or divide a right line, had yet 
rather <lo this in a circle or longer 
way, according to the conftitu* 
I ted and forelaid principles of hid 
' art : yet this rule of his he doth 
fometimes pervert, to acquaint the 
the world with his prerogative* left 
the arrogahcy of our reafon Ihould 
queftion his power, and conclude 
he could not ; and thus I call the 
effe&s of nature the works of God, 
whofe hand and inffirument (he only 
is • and therefore to afcribe his acti- 
ons unto her, is to devolve the ho- 
nour of the principal agent upon 
the inftrument ; which if with rea- 
fon we may do, then let our ham* 
mers rife up and boaft they have built 
our houfes, and our pens receive 
the honour of our writings. I 
hold there is a general beauty in 

the 
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die works of God, and therefore 
no deformity in any kind or fpecios 
of creature whatfbevcr 1 I caano 
tell by what logu k we caiU a toad« 
a bear, or hi elephant ugly, they be- 
ing created In thole outward iknpc 
nud figures which bell cxprdfa tb 
gftitms of their inward fornix ; aft 
having pall thiii general viiieolioi 
of God, who faw thai all that be 
had made wa* Good, ib»u l 
formablc to his will, which abb 1 
deformity! and is the rule of orde 
and beauty; there is! no deformity 
>ut in monftrofay f wherein not 
rithttanding there is a kind o 

; nature fo ingeniouOy 
ivtng tbe irregular parts* * 
:oiue Ibnwtimcs more remarked 
the principal febrick* T< 
ipeak yet more narrowly, ther 
was never Any thing Uiriv, (> r mil'* 
tliopeu but the ch&or. : wherein 
1 i Jiiianding, tofj^f;tk itrickly, t 
• 1 [) I.Miiailv. b u aui' f " 1 
T WW 



crm- 
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nor was it yet impregnated by the 
voice of God: now nature is not at 
variance with art, nor art with na- 
ture ; they being both the fervants 
of his providence : Art is thfcxjper- 
feftion of nature : were the world 
new as it was the fixth day, there 
were yet a chaos; nature hath 
made one world, and art another. 
In brief, all things are artificial, 
for nature is the art of God *. 

' S E C T. XVII. 
. This is the ordinary and open 
way of his providence^ which art 
and induftry have in a good part 
difcovered, whofe effects we may 
foretel without an oracle; to fore- 
Ihew thefe is not pirophefy, but prp- 
gnofticatiqn. There is another wayx 
full of meanders and labyrinths, 
whereof the devil and fpirits have 
no exaft ephemerides, and that is 
a more particular and ,ob£cure me- 
thod of his providence, directing 

the 
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the operations of individuals and 
{ingle dTenccs; this we call for- 
tunc, that Terpentine and crook 1 id 
hie, whereby he draws thofe acti- 
ons his wifdom intends in a more 
fecret way 5 this cry- 
iavoived method of his 
providence have I ever admired 
n <r can 1 relate chc hiilory of my 
life, the occurrences of my day?, 
the efcapes of dangers, and hits of 
chance, with a Bno hu Mauqi to 
line, or a bare gramercy to ray 
d liars : Abraham might have 
ught the ram in the th ; 
me thither by accident; hum 
6n would have faid that meei 
ce conveyed Mofea in the ark 
he iight of PharaohS daugln 
what a labyrinth is there in the (to- 
ol jofephf able to convert a 
toiek? Surely there arc in every 
man's life certain rubs, doublings 
and wrenches, w hie hpafi a while un- 
the clicks of chance, but at thfc 

Ml. 
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laft, when well examined, prov? the 
ineer* hand of God: 'twas not dumb 
chance, that, to dilcover the fou- 
gade or powder-plot, contrived a 
mifcarrige in the. letter. I like the 
victory of 1588, the better for that 
00c occurrence which oar enemies 
imputed ro our diihonour, and the 
partiality of fortuity 10 wit, the 

ty of winds, 
fctraft from 
aid, he (em 
his Arraado to fight Ivith men, and 
trot to combat with the winds. 
Where there is a manifeft dtfpro* 
portion between; the powers snd 
forces of two feveral agents, upon 
a masim of reafon we may pro* 
mife the vidtory to the iiipcriorj 
but when unexpected accidents flip 
in, and unthought of occurrences 
interveen, thefe mull proceed from 
a power that owes no obedience 
to thofe axioms ; where, as in the 
writing npon thq wall, wc b 



4 1 

the band, hut fee not the fpnnp 
th/it movant, TIk h>c*:efl oi Ti >^t 
petty pffltWICC of Holland, (of 
vhkh the Grand Sclftniui* pruud* 
ly frill, that if thry tbovld tfoubl 
Jiirn as thry did the Spaniard, he 
would tana hi 3 TO£JY With ll»>ivc\> 
and leaves, and throw it into 
the feu) 1 cunnot altogether lifcftbc 
c inK v -ntiuy atuUnduftry of tta« 

\c % but ihc uicrcy vi Cjftd, 
tosth difpoibd lb em ro foch a 
Jgjvioa matins andi'i rUo will of 
Ut.H providaticcj tlut Jilpolctli her 
fas'our W each country their 
pn?-urdia.ue feafon. AU cannot be 
hupp)' £t OMC ; ; for, became the 
glory of one ihtc depends upon the 
• ; «iof another, chert e U a re vol i*- 
'on and vicilTiuide of ihdir jjreit- 
cfv f and they mutt obey the fiv tog 
of ihui whedU not moved by intisl- 
iigence^i bur by the hand of God, 
>y all £|l*tt* artfe to their 
und v.trrtic*) points, accords 

Lng 
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ing to their predeftinated periods. 
For the lives not only of men, but 
of commonwealths, and the whole 
world, run not upon aa helix that 
flill enlargeth, but on a circle, 
where, arriving at their 'meridian; 
they decline in obfcurity, and fall 
under the horizon again; 

S £ C T- XVIII. 
Thefe muft not therefore be na- 
med the effedts of fortune, but ih a 
relative way, and as we term the 
works of nature. It was the igno- 
rance of man's reafon that begot 
this very name, and by a carelefs 
term mifcalled the providence of 
God : for there is no liberty for 
caufes to operate in a loofe and 
ftraggling way j nor any efFeft what- 
foever, but hath its warrant from 
fome univerfal or fuperior caufe. 
'Tis not a ridiculous devotion, to 
fay a prayer'before a game at tables ; 
for even in fortilegies and matters 

of 
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of greateit uncertainty there is a 
fettled and pre-ordcred eourfe of 
*rtfe£ts : f ti$ we that aiv Mind* not 
fortune; bccaiife our eye is too 
dim to dale over the myllery of her 
effects wc fooliflily paint her blind, 
and hoodwink the providence of 
the Almighty. I cannot juiliiy that 
Contemptible proverb, That j th*fs 
iy fwtunau ; or that infolent pi- 
radox, That a wife ttuw is out of the 
reach of fertttnc i much lei's thofc 
opprobrious epithets of poets, WW 4 *-, 
andflrn'oifet-: ItMj 1 confelVj 
mtnon fate of mcli * of Gngu- 
ifts of mind to be deftnute 
B^thofe of fortune ; which doth 
not any way dejcOTt the Iptrit Gf 
ifer judgments* who throughly 
derftaud^the juiiice of this pro* 
ig. and, beinyj enriched with 
tgher donative*, call more care- 
lcf* eve on thefc vulvar pares of 
f^JlotV* *Ti$ 1 moll uniuU sin bit i- 
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of the Almighty; not to be content 
w ith the goods of miner without a 
poffciiion of thole of body or for- 
tune : and 'tis an error worfc than 
herefy, to adore thefe complemen- 
tal and circumitantkl pieces of fell- 
City, and undervalue thofe perfecti- 
ons, and eflential points of happi- 
tvefu, wherein we referable our Ma- 
ker* To wiferdefires 'tis fatisfa&ion 
enough tu defer vc, fho* not to en- 
joy, the favours of fortune ; let pro** 
vidence provide for fools : *tis not 
artialiry f but equity in God, who 
tieals with us but as our natural 
; thole that are able of bo- 
mind, he leaves do their 
eferts ; to thofe of weaker merits 
ipimparts a larger porrlon, and 
es the defeft of the one by 
of the other. Thus have" 
caufe to quarrel witf 
avine lis naked } 



r 

with 
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ith reafoDjttut can fupply them jilft 
,Ve need not labour with lb many 
argument* to confute judicial aftro- 
logy; for if there be a truth th ere i ^ 
t doth nut injure divinity : if to be 
torn under biertun djtpoujtli us to be 
*¥/kt)% under Jupiter to be wealthy < 
I do not owe a fcnde unto theftj 
unto that merciful hand that 
ordered my indifferent and un- 
rcain nativity under fuch bencvo- 
ious ifpe£ts. Thole that hold that 
things wcic governed by fortune 
nur erred, had they next perliR- 
d there: LheRoinnns, wK" < > 
temple to forturfCi rckfltfvricr) 
rcln t though in ft blinde! 
.ewtue cf ajvinlty ; for in a wiis 
citation all things begin and 
in the Almi^ht/i There h ft 
wr w«y to heaven than fhnwH 
vlvun ; an t*;ify to^ick njay c 
heaven ;md earth id • rtxr* 1 
nod * than a fyrite* r 
;t Into God; Kot thOvi 
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- chriften effe&s by their moft fen* 
! fible and neareft caufes, yet is God 
: the true and infallible caufe of all; 

whofe concou rfe though it be gene- 
.■ ral, yet doth it fubdivide kfelf in- 
to the particular aftions of every 
thing, and is that fpirit, by which 
each Angular elfence not only ful- 
fills, but performs its operation, 

SECT- XIX, 
. The bad* conftru&ion and per- 

^«Auvc ver ^ e commer it on thefe pair of fe- 
p^^cond' caufes, or vifible hands of 
ftuiii^Cod, have perverted the devotion 
of many unto atheifm; who, for- 
getting the honeft advices of faith, 
have liftened unto the confpiracy of 
paflion and reafon. I have there- - 
fore always endeavoured to com* 
.pofe thofe feuds and angry diffenfi- 
ons between affe&ion, faith, and rea- 
fon : For there is in our foul a kind 
of * triumvirate, or triple govern- 
ment of three competitors, which 

diftrafts 
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diflnuft the peace of this our com- 
mon- wealth f no tefs than did that 
other the ftate of Rome. 

As reafon h a rebel unto faidi, 
fo paffion unto reafon : as the pro- 
portions of faith feera abfurd unto 
reafon, fo the th&orems of reafon 
unto pa/Eon, and both unto reafon; 
yet a moderate and peaceable dif- 
c region may lb flatc and order the 
matter, that they may be all Lings, 
and yet mnJce but one monarchy; 
every one cxercifinghi? fovereigrtty 
and prerogative, in a due time 
place, according to the restraint and 
limit of circumftancc. There is, as 
in phiiofophy* lb in divinity, fturdy 
t>ts, and .boiltcrous objections, 
ewith the unhappinefs of our 
owledge too nearly acquainted! 
lis. Mors of rbefe no man hittli 
knpwn than myfelf, which 1 confets 

Ow)Qu'T»d t i><»J it) d mflrtift] pO- 

, but tin my knee*. For our 
vours arc not only cointac 
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-with doubts, but Hkewife to difpute 
with the devil : the villainy of that 
' fpirit takes' a hint of infidelity from 
our ftudies, /and, by demonftrating 
a n^turality in one . wayj makes us 
miftruft a miracle in another, Thus, 
having perusM the archidoxes, and 
read the fecretfympathies of things, 
he would difuUde my belief from 
the miracle of th$ a brazen ferpentj 
make me fancy that image wrought 4 
by fympathy^ and that it was but 
an ^Egyptian trick to cure their dif< 
eafes without a miracle. Again, 
having feen lorn? experiments of * 
Bitumen, and having read far more 
of f fsfaphta,he whifpered to my cu- 
rioftty the fire of the altar might be 
natural, and bid me miftruft a b mi- 
racle in Elijah when he intrenched 
the altar round with water; for that- 
inflammable, fubftance yields not ea-: 
lily unt:o water, but flames. in the 
arms of its . antagonift; and thus 

would 

a Vid. Num. xxL 5, 9. b J Kings ch. xviii. 



inveigle my 
liok tho * cumbafUun of Sodom 
uid That there 
Mid bitumtnau* 
v*.Mt re itt thut lake before the fire 
»f( lotnorroh* I know that manna it 
ntw plentifully gathered in Cnl** 
briii and Jofephus tells me in hi* 
days 'twas 3a plentiful in Arabia; 
the devil therefore made? the query, 
u here was ri\fn the mimcle in the 
?3 of Moles? tbcUiraditcs fitw f lit 
ij* u"nu\ but what the natives of 
thole omn tries behold in ours. 
Thus the devil play'd at cJiefe with 
ntc, And) yielding aptswntthuut^t to 
f^iti a gvceniiF 5c* raking advan- 
tage of my honctt endeavours | ajrd 
whiUt I labourM toralfe thcltruiftor© i 
of my rcafon, he ftroye to under-/ 
jnxnt the edifice of toy faith- 
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incline me to any point of infide- 
ity, or defperate portions of athc- 
ilm ; for I have been thefe many 
years of opinion, there was never 
any* * Thole that held religion was 
the difference of man from bcafts 
have fpoken probably, and pro- 
ceed upon a principle as i nductive 
as the other: f that dottrine ofEpi^ 
curus, that denied the providence 
of God, was not atheifm, but a ma- 
gnificent and high-drained conceit 
of his majefty, which he deemed 
oofublime to mind the trivial afti- 
ns of thofe inferior creatures: that 
tal nccefllty of the Stoicks, is 
nothing but the immutable law of 
his will, Thofe that heretofore 
enied the divinity of the Holy 
Ghoft, have been condemned but 
as heretic ks; and thofe that now 
deny our Saviour (tho* more than 
heretkks) are not fo much as a- 



u 
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fons in the Trinity, they hold, as 
>ve do t there is but one God. 

**That villain and fo: rotary o£ 
hell, who compofed that mifcrcpnc 
piece of the three importers, xho* 
divided from all religions, and was 
Dekber Jew, Turk nor ChtifHan, 
as not a pofitivc atheift. I coo- 
E every country* hath its Mac: 
ci, every age its Luc tan, where* 
r common heads mult not heir, 
or more advanced judgments too 
r a flily venture on : it is the rhcto- 
rick of litan, aad may pervert a 
loole or prejudiced belief. 

SECT. II, 
1 confefs I have perufed them aH, 
and can difcover nothing th;n i 
Itartle a difcreet belief: yet arc 
icre heads carried off with tlic 
v tnd and breath of foch moriv 
I remember a doctor oi phyfick in 
Italy, who could not perfectly be- 
Ue\e the im mortal if v of the fbflf, 



becaufe Galen feemed to make a 
doubt thereof. With another I 
was familiarly acquainted in France, 
a divine, and a man of Angular parts, 
who on the fame point was fo plun- 
ged and gravelled with 'Jhree lines 
of JJensca* that all our antidptes, 
drawn from both fcripture and phi- 
lofophy, could not expel the poilba 
of his error* There are afet of heads 
that can credit the relations of ma- 
riners, yet queftion the teftimony of 
St* Paul j and peremptorily maintain 
the traditions of iElian or Pliny, yet 
in hiftoiies of fcripture raife que- 
ries and objections, believing n< 
more than they can parallel in hu-* 
man authors. I confeft there are 
"tpturc (lories that do exce* 
bles of poets, and to a eapti 
racier lound likeGaragantua or 
; (earch all the legends of times 

pall 
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4 and the fabulous conceits of 
thefe prcfeoti and it wilt be hard to 
find one that deferves to carry the 
buckler unto * Sampfon ; yet is all 
this of an cafy poUibility, if we 
conceive a d i vine jconcgurle, or an 
1 ence but from the little finger 
e Almighty. It is impoilible 
that either in the difcourfe of man* 
or in the infallible voice of God,' 
fco the weaknefs of our apprehen- 
{ions, there ihould not appear irre* 
ttarhies; contradictions and ami- 
omies: I mylclf could Ihew a ca- 
talogue of doubts, never yet ixnagV- 
cd, nor qucl1ionecl v fo far 1 as know, 
hich are not refolved at the firlt 
ingj not fantaftick queries, or 
ftions of air : for I cannot hear 
of atoms in divinity, I can read 
the hiftory of the pigeon that tya* 
ent out of the ark t and returned no 
\or£j yet not queilion how /he 
nd out her mate that was left* 
That Lazarus was railed 
H from 
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from the dead, yet not demand 
where in the interim his foul await- 
ed ; or raife a law-cafe, whether his 
hfcir might lawfully detain his inhe- 
ritance, bequeathed unto him by his 
death, and he, tho* reilored to life* 
have no plea or title onto his for- 
mer pofleJlions. Whether Eve was 
framed out of the left fide of Adam, 
I dilpute not ; becaufe 1 Hand not 
yet atfured which is the right fide 
of a man, or whether there be any 
fech diftin&ion in nature ; that Xhe 
5u formed out of the rib of Adam 
r believe, yet raife no queftion 
who (hall arife with that rib at the re- 
furre&ion. Nor whether Adam was 
an hermaphrodite, as the Rabbins 
contend upon the letter of the text ; 
becaufe it is contrary to rcafon, 
there fliould be an hermaphrodite 
before there was a woman, or a 
compofition of two natures before 
there was a fee on d compofed. Like- 
wife, whether the world was crea- 
ted 
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1 in * autumn, fummer, or the 
Ipririg ; bet:au(e it was created in 
diem all ; for whatfoever iign the 
fun poffdlcth, thefc four leafons 
arc attualy exiflem : it i$ the nature 
of this luminary to diltiogui/h the 
feveral leafons of the year, $U 
which it makes at one time in the 
whole earth, and fucceflivc in any 
part thereof. There are a bundle 
of curiofities, not only in philofo- 
phy but in divinity, propofed and 
difcufled by men of moft foppofed 
abilities, whktiindeed are not wor- 
thy our vacant^burs, much lets our 
fcrious ftudies ; pieces only fil to be 
faced in a Pamagrucrs library, or 
up with Tartaretus dc modj^ 
/. fgn 

SECT. XXII. ^ 
Thefe are niceties that become 
not thofe that perufe fo ferious a 
myftery : there are others more 
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generally queftioncd, and cal!:i to 
the bar, yet methmks of an eafy, 
and poiEble truth. 'Th ridiculous 
to put off, or drown the general 
* flood of Noah in that grtat parti- 
cular inundation of Deucalion: 
that there was a deluge once, feems 
not to me fa great a miracle^ as 
that there is not one always, f How 
all the kinds of creature*, not on- 
ly in their own bulks, but with a 
mpetency of food and fultenance, 
ht be preserved in one ark, and 
nthin the extent of three hundred 
ubits, to £ realbn fhat rightly ex- 
ine$ it, will appear very feaiible* 
^re h another fee ret, not con-? 
ed in the fcripture,whk h is more 
i ta comprehend, and put the 
oncit father to the refuge of a 
cle; and that is, not only hov 
ditlinA pieces of the world, 
Jdij divided iHands fliould be firlt 
lamed by men, but inhabited by; 
tvsfers, panthers and bears* How 
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erica abounded with bcafts 
rev, and noxious animals, yet 
contained not in it that neceflary 
creature, a horie, is very ftrange. 
By what paflage thofe, not only 
birds, but dangerous and .unwel- 
come beafts came over: How there 
are creatures there, which are nor 
found in this triple continent ; all 
which mull needs be ftrange unto 
, that hold bat one ark, and that 
e creatures began ilieir progrefs 
from the mountains of Ararat; 
They, who tofolvethis would make 
the deluge particular proceed up- 
on a principle which I can no way 
pant ; not only upon the negative 
" holy fbriptiires, but of my own 
r "n, whereby i can make it pro- 
Jfei$that the vorld was as weft 
copied in the time of Noah as in 
urs, and fifteen hundred years to 
eople the world as fall a time for 
them, as four rhoufand years fince 
lave been' to us. There arc other 
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aiTertions, and common tenets 
drawn from fcripture, and general- 
ly believed as fcripture, whereun* 
to, notwithftanding, I would never 
betray the liberty of my reafon. 
TTis a paradox to me, * that Methu- 
falem was ihc longeft lived of all 
the children of Adam, and no man 
will be able to prove it? when, 
from the procefe of the text, I can 
manifeft it may be otherwife. That 
-[•Judas periflied by hanging himfelf, 
there, is no certainty in fcriptuw 
tho' in one place it feems to * alHr 
it, and by a doubtful word hath 
givisn occafion to tranllate it j yet 
in another place, in a more punehi- 
al defcription, it makes it* impro-* 
babie, and feems to overthrow it. 
That our fathers, after the flood, 
erected the tower of Babel, to 
prelerve themfclves againft a fecond 
deluge, is the general opinion an< 
bdid ; ytt U there another inten 
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on of theirs exprefled in 1 fcrip- 
ture ; befides, it is improbable from 
the circumftance of the place, that 
is, a plain in the land of Shinar. 
Thefe are no points of faith, and 
therefore may admit a free difpute. 
There are yet others, and thofe fa- 
miliarly concluded from the text, 
wherein ( under favour ) I fee no 
confluence. The church of Rome 
mfidently aiTerts the opinion of 
itelary angels, from that anfwer, 
when Peter knocked at the door V 
Vat net he but his angel t that is, might 
fome fay, his roeffenger, or fome 
bod?: from him ; for fo the original 
fignifies, and is as likely to be the 
doubtful families meaning. This 
expofition I once fuggefted to ft 
young divine, who anfwered direA- 
ly thus i to which 1 remember the 
rancifcan opponent reply ed no 
ore f bttt, that it was a new, and 
authentick interpretation. 
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SECT. XX1IL 
Thefe are but the conclufions* 
and fallible difcourfes of man up-* 
on the word of God, for fuch I do 
believe the holy fcriptures ; yet 
were it of man, 1 could not chufe 
but fay, it was the mod fingular, 
and fuperlative piece that hath been 
extant lince the creation ; were I a 
Pagan, I fhould not refrain the le- 
cture of it ; and cannot but com- 
mend the judgment of *Ptolemy, who 
thought not his libraj y cotopleat 
without it.jThe alcoran of theTurkS 
( I fpeak without prejudice) is an 
ill compofed piece, containing jn it 
vain arid ridiculous errors in philof 
fophy, impoflibilitics, fi&iotis, and 
vanities beyond laughter; maintain- 
ed by evident and open fophifms, 
the policy of ignorance, dcraolitio 
of univerfkies, and banilhment c 
learning; which hath gotten foot b 
arms and violence: this, wilhou 
a blow, hadi diffeminatcd itle 
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thro* the whole earth. * It is not 
unremarkable what Philo firft ob- 
ierved, that thd liW of Moles con-| 
tidued two_thoufand Years without 
the lead alteration; whereas, we 
lee, the laws of other common- 
wealths do alter with occafions \ 
and even thofe, that pretended their 
original frorii fome divinity, have 
vanifhed without trace or memory* 
I believe, bdides *Zoroafter, there 
Were divers that writ before Mofes, 
who fiotwithftanding have fuffered 
4 common fate of time. Mens 
orks have an age like thcmfclvcs ; 
and tho' they out-live their au- 
thors, yet have they a ftint and 
period to their duration: this on* 
y is a work too hard for the teeth 
of time, and cannot perifh hut In 
he general flames, when all things 
confefs their aflieS. 

1 
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SEC T. XXIV. 
I have heard fume with dee 
fighs lament the loll Tines of Cice- 
tot'S Others with as many groans 
deplore the * combuftion of the li- 
brary of Alexandria ; for my own 
art, I think the'rehe too many in 
& iWorlclj and coplo y^ith pati- 
ence behold the urn and aflies gt 
the Vatican, could 1 with a few o- 
thers recover the periflied leaves of 
Solomon. I would not omit f a 
copy of f Enoch's pillars, had they 
many nearer authors than J ufephtis, 
or did not relifh fomewhat of the 
fable. Some men have written 
more than others have fpoken; 
J Pineda quotes more authors in 
one work, than are neceftary in 
whole world. Of£ thefe three grea 
inventions in Germany, there ar{ 
two which are nor without their 
inconvenicncics, and it is difputable 

whether 
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i| whether they exceed not their ufe 
■J suid, advantages. It is not a me- 
* Iancholy uttnam of mine own, but 

?the defire of better head's," that there 
were a general fynod;! not tp u- 
^ nite the incompatible difference of 
4 ijpligion, but for the benefit of learnr 
^ h?g, to reduce it as it lay at firft ia 
i a fevir and folid authors; and to 
{[ copdemn^ to the fire thofe fwarins 
|* and millions of rhapfodies, begot- 
*l ten only to diftradt and abufe the 
^ weaker judgments of feholars, a$d 
4* to maintain the trade and? ipyfterj; 
4 of typographers. O^om* L^U*** 

sect. }pcy. /K ^^- 

I cannot but wonder with what 
exceptions the Samaritans could v 
confine their belief to the Penta- 
teuch, or five books of Mofes, I 
am a&amed at the rabbinical inter- 
pretation' of the Jews upon * the 
Old Teftament, as much as their 
defe&ioh froiA the New : and truly 

it 
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it is beyqncl wonder, how that 
?ontepipfil?le and' degenerate iflue 
of Jacob, once fo devoted to eth* 
nick fupejrftitiofy an4 To eafily fedu-* 
ced to the idolatry of their neighs 
bours, ftiould now, in fuch an ob* 
ftinate and peremptory belief, ad-. 
here unto their own doctrine, ex-r 
pe<5t impofftbilities, and^ in the face 
and eye of the church, perfift with-r 
out the leaft hope of converfion: 
this is a vice in them, that were a 
virtue in us ; for obftinacy iri a bad 
caufe is but cpnftancy in a good. 
And herein 'I'muft accufe thofe of 
my own religion ; for there is not 
any of fuch a fugitive faith', fuch an 
unftable belief, as a Chriflian ; 
none that do fo oft transform them-* 
felves, not only into fever al fliapes of 
Chriftianity,ahd qf the fomefpecies, 
but into more unnatural and con- 
trary forms, of Jew and Mahometr 
an; who, from the najne of Saviour, 
can condefcend to the bare term of 

prophet j 
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15 come, fan to a new ex- 
tion of his coming : it i t» the ^ 
pro mile of Chrilt to make us ail ^ 
one flock ; but how and when this * 
Union (hall be, is as obfeure to me 
as the lad day. Of thofc four 
members pf religion we hold a 
tlendcr proportion; there arc 1 con- 
fers fome new additions, yet fmatl m 
thole which accrue to our advetia- 
ries ; and thofe only drawn from the 
revolt of Pagan^ mcjibut of nega- 
tive impieties, and luah as deny 
ChfifV, but becaule they never 
heard of him ; but the religion of 
the Jew is exprpfly agalnft the 
gferUtian* and the Mahometan a- 
gainlt both ; for the Turk, in the 
bulk he now ftflnds, is 1 beyond 
hope of converfion ; if he fall 
under there may be conceived 
»ope«, bnt not without itrotig in *- 
abinUfca. The Jew \» obfH- 
in ivil foftunes^ the pcrfe^uti- 
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on of fifteen hundred years hath bat 
confirmed them in their error : 
i they have already endured whatfo- 
* . ever may be infii&ed, and have fuf- 
fered, in a bad caufe, even to the 
condemnation of their enemies. 
Perfecution is a bad at;d irrdire^ 
way to plant religion ; it hath bee 
the unhappy method of angry de- 
votions, not _only to confirm ho- 
nejt religion/ but wicked herefies, 
and extravagant opinions, ~ It was 
the firft ftone and bafis of our faith ; 
none can more juftly boaft of per- 
fections, *and glory in the num- 
ber and valour of martyrs; for, 
to fpeak properly, thefe are true, 
and aim oft only examples of forti- 
tude : thole that are fetched from the 
field, or drawn from the aftions of 
the cajnp, are not oft-times fo tru- 
precedents of valour as auda- 
city* and at the beft attain but to 
fome b^lhrd piece of fortitude : f if 
^ jfeall ftriftly examine tfcp cjr- 

cumitanccs 
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tumfhnces and rcquifices which A- 
riftotk requires to true and perfect 
valour, We rtiftll find die rtanie on- 
to U rnafter Alexander, and as /j*^ 
tic in that Roman worthy! In- 
ert Cclar; and if any, in that eafy 
and a&ive way, have dohe io no- 
as to ddcrve that namc^ yet, in 
allive and more terrible piece, 
have Imparted, mid Ih a more 
hcrokal way may claim the honour 
of that title, Tis nfat ih the power 1 
every honeft faith to proceed 
us far, or pafc to heaved thro" the 
imes; every one hath it not in 
at foil mcahire, nor to audacious 
d reiblute a temper, as to endure 
thofe terrible tdts and trial?, wlv . 
otwitbltanding in a peiccAbtc wp.y ? 
uly adore their Saviour, snd 
no doubt, a faith acceptable 
eye* of God. 
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SECT. XXVI. 
,.Nbw as all that die in war are 
liot termed foldiers, fo neither can 
1 1 properly term all thofe that fufler 
in matters of religion martyrs* The 
council of Coniiance condemns 
*John Hvifs tor an heretick, the 
(lories of his own party ftile him a 
martyi>j he maft needs offend the 
divinity of, both, who feys he was 
neither the ope liop ^e other: 
there are many, queftionlefs, cano- 
nized on earth, w^no fhall never be 
faints in heaven ; and have their 
names in hiftorics and martyrolo- 
gics, who in the eyes of God are 
not fo perfect f martyrs as was that 
wife heathen, Socrates, who differ- 
ed on a fundamental point of reli- 
gion, the unity of God* I ha\e 
often pitied the miserable J bifhop 
Who luffcred in the caufe of anti- 
podes, yet cannot chute but accufe 
him of as much madnefs, for cx- 
pofing his life on fuch ft trifle, 
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as thofe of ignorance and folly who 
condemned him. I think my con- 
fcience would not give me the lie, 
if I fay, there are not many extant 
who, m a noble way, fear the face 
of death lets than myfelfj yet, from 
the moral duty I owe to the com- 
mandment of God, and the natural 
refpedte that I tender unto the con- 
fervation of ray eflence and beingj 
I would not peril!) upon a ceremo- 
y f politick points, or tndifferen- 
cy : nor i$ my belief of that untra* 
able temper, as not to bo>v at 
eir obftacle$, or connive nt mat- 
ers wherein there are not pianifelt 
ipicties ; the leaven therefore and 
ent/>f all, not only c/vil buty 
ious actions, is wityom ; with- 
which* to commit ourlclvcs to 
[fomes is homicide,, ^nd (I fear) 
to pats thro 9 one lire into an- 
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SECT. XXVII. " 
That miracles are ceafed, I cart 
neither prove, nor absolutely deny, 
much lefs define the time and pe- 
riod of their ceflation ; that they 
furvived Chrift, is manifeft upon re- 
cord of fcripture j that they out- 
lived the apoftles alfo, and were fe-» 
vived at .the converfion of nations,* 
many years after* we cannot deny, 
if we fhall notqueftion thofe writ- 
ers whofe teftimpnies .we do not 
controvert, in points that make for 
our own v opinions ; therefore that 
may Have fome truth in it that is 
reported by the* Jefiikes of their 
miracltes in the Indies; I could wifh 
it \vere true, or had any other te- 
stimony than their own pens : they 
may eafily believe thofe miracles 
abroad, who daily conceive a greater 
aLhome ; the tranfmutation of thofe 
vifible elements into the body and 
blood of our Saviour : for the con- 
verfion of water into wine, which 

he 
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he wrought in Cana, or, what the 
devil would have had him do in the 
wildernefs, of itones into bread, 
compared to this, will fcarce de- 
fervc the name of a miracle : tho*- 
indeed, to lpcak properly, 'there is 
not one miracle greater than an- 
other, they being the extraordina- 
ry effect of the hand of God, to 
which all things are of an equal 
facility ; and to create the world is 
as eafy as one fingle creature. For 
this is alio a miracle, uot only to 
produce cffe&s again!!, or above 
nature, but before nature; and to 
create nature as great a miracle* a$ 
to contradict or tranrcend her. We 
do too narrowly define the power 
of God, retraining it to our capa- 
cities. * 1 hold that God can do all ( 
things; how he ftrould work contra- 
dictions I do not underftand, yetl 
dare not therefore deny. I cannot 
fee v.-hy the angel of God ihould 
as to recall the time 
paftj 



part, if it were beyond his own 
power ; or that God ftould pofc 
lortaltty in that,which he was not 
able to perform himfelf. 1 will 
hot fay God cannot, but he will 
not perform many things, which 
wc plainly affirm he cannot i this 1 
am lure is the moft mannerly pro- 
portion, wherein notwuhitanding I 
old no pant dost. ^&r<ftri&ly> his 
poV«r is the faints with his will, 
id they botii widi all the reft do 
ake but one.God. 

Therefore that miracles have 
een I do believe; that they may 
vet be wrought by the living I do 
not. deny: bat have do confidence 
in thofe which are fathered on the 
dead ; * and this hath ever made me 
(pe6t the efficacy of reliques r :t$ 
amine the bones, queftion the 
abits and apputftinanccs of Glints, 
nd even of Chrift himfelf : 1 can- 
not 



not conceive why the crofs that He* 
lena found, and whereon Chrift 
himlclf died, fhould have power to 
reftore others unto life ; * I excufe 
not Conltantine from a fall off his 
horfe, or a mifchtef frorp his ene- 
mies, upon the wearing thofe nails 
on his bridle which our Saviour 
bore upon the crofs in his hands: 
I* compute among your pi# frmd?s 9 
f nor many degrees before confecra- 
ted fwords and rofes, that which 
Baldwin king of Jerulalcm returned 
e Genoefe fur their coft and 
ins in his war, to wit, the afhes 
of John the Baptifh Thofe, who 
hold the fanfHty of their fouls doth 
tfeave behind a tin&ure and facred 
faculty on their bodies, fpeak na- 
rally of miracles, and do not (bive 
e doubt. Now one reafon I ten- 
der fo little devotion to reliques is, 
think, the llcnder and doubtful 
pect I have always held unto an- 
nuities: for that indeed which I 

ramp 
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admire is far before antiquity, that 
is eternity, and that is God him- 
fclf; who, tho* he be ftiled the 
Antient of days, cannot receive the 
adjunct of antiquity, who was be- 
fore the world, and fhaU be after 
it, yet is not older than it : for in 
his years there is no clima&erick, 
his duration is eternity, and far more 
venerable than antiquity, 

SECT. XXIX. 
But, above all things, I wonder 
how the cyjriofity of wifer heads 
could paf$ that great and hidifpu- 
[-.stable tnirade, * the collation of o* 
racles : and in what fwoon their rea- 
fons lay, to content thernfelves and 
fit down with fuch far-fetched and 
ridiculous reafons as Plutarch alled- 
gcth for it. The Jews, who can be- 
lieve the fupematurai folftice of the 
fun in the days of Joftua, have yet 
the impudence to deny the eclipfe, 
which ever; Paean confefledat our 
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Saviour's death : but for this, it is e- 
vident beyond all contradiction,/ the 
devil himlelf confefled it* Certainly 
it is not a warrantable curiofity, to 
examine the verity of fcripture by 
the concordance of human hiftory, 
or feek to confirm the chronicle of 
;er, or Daniel, by the authority 
f * Megafthenes or Herodotus t % 
confefe I have had an unhappy cu- 
riofity this way, till I laughed my- 
fe!f out of it with a piece of f 
Juftin^wherc he delivers that the 
children of Ifrael for being (cabbed 
were banifhed out of Egypt. And 
truly fince I have underftood the 
occurrences of the world, and 
know in what counterfeit flupes, 
and deceitful vizards, time repre- 
fents on the ftage things paft;, I 
do believe them little more than 
things to come. Some have been 
of my opinion, and endeavoured to 
write the hiltory of their own live*; 
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wherein Moles hath outgone them 
all, and left not only the ftory of 
of his life, but, as fume will have 
it of his death alio. 



SECT. XXX. 
It is a riddle to me, how this 
ftory of oracles hath not wonuM 
out of the world that doubtful 
wnceit of ipirits and witches; how 
many learned heads fhould lb 
forget their metaphy Ticks, and 
dder and fcait* of rivi- 



fftroy th< 



_tres, as to quel t ion tJie e&ilrence 
of fpirits : for my part, I have, 
eyer believed, * and do now know, 
that there are witches ; they that 
doubt of thefe, do not only deny 
them, but fpirits; and are obliqut 
ty and upon fonfequence a fort, n( 
of infidels, but of atheifts. Thofc, 
who to confute their incredulity 
defire to lee apparitions, Ihall que- 
ltiontefs never behold any, nor 
wfcWlhe power to be fo much as- 
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witches ; the devil bath them alrea- 
dy ill a herely as capital as witch- 
craft, and to appear to tfcten^ were 
but to convert them: of ail tljie delu- 
fions wherewith he deceives morta- 
lity, there is not any thftipuxzteth 
ine more *han the legerdemain oi 
Changel i ng s j I <lo mot caedlt thofc 
transformations of rqalbnahle crca- 
tures'inco beafts, or that, the devil 
hath a power to tranfpeciftte a man 
into a horfe, who tempted Cbritt 
(as a trial of his divinity) to con* 
vert but (tones imo bread* I could 
believe that fpiritsufc wit [i m n i the 
jrtic aft of carnality, #nd that in 
1gfch fexes ; I conceive jrhcy may 
afliime, itcid, or contrive a body, 
lerein there may be action 
ugh to .concern 4ecrep*Tt \uii f 
.pailiun to fati&fy mure active 
veneriei; yet in both, without 
a 9oftibil||K 9? generation : af)d 
ore *that opinion, that anti- 
jhouid be born of the txibn 
L W 
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of Dan, by conjunction with the 
devil, is ridiculous, arid a conceit 
fitter for a Rabbin than a Chriftian. 
I hold that the devil doth really 
polTefs forae men, the fpirit of me- 
lancholy others, the fpirit of de- 
lation others ; that as the devil is 
concealed and denied by fome, fo 
God and good angels are pretended 
by others, whereof the late defee- 
t ion of the maid of Germany hath 
left a pregnant example. 

SECT XXXI. 
Again, 1 believe that all that ufe 
forceries, incantations, and fpells, 
are not witches, or, as we term 
them, magicians ; I conceive there 
is a traditional magick, not learned 
immediately from the devil, but at 
fecond hand from his fcholars; who; 
having once the fecret betrayed, 
r c able, and do empirically prn- 
ife without his advice, they both 
proceeding upon the principles <?f 

nature r 



R 
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ft* 



nature ; where actives, aptjy con- 
joined to di (poled pa Hives, will 
under any matter produce their ef- 
fects. Thus I think at firll a great 
part of philofophy w;ls witchcraft, 
which, being afterward derived [o 
one another, proved but philofo- 
iy, and was , indeed no more but 
le honeft efle£H of nature : what 
ntcd by us is philofophy, learned^ 
him is magic k \Ve do lure- 
owe the difcovery of many fe- 
to the difcovery of good and 
tad angels, 1 could never pais that 
femencc of PaucdJus without an 
Hertfk or annotation { ■ jtfimHws 
* mijidhiUm mult a rebtl0t $ furctUiims 
wngwlia mtnrg, i. c. opent 1 i 

do think thai many my J t cries, a- 
*ed to our own inventions, 
lave been the courteous revehui- 
*f fplrks ; for thofe noble e£ 
< in heaven bear a friendly re- 
gard 



fttut our 



1, ;tppantt< 
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gard unto their fellow natures 01 



etfrrh 



d th 



■refer e belies ths 
ptodigics and omhiom 
Wo^rognofticks^ which fore-tun the 
tuthc rubs of ftates, princes, and 
^private perfbi» 9 are the charitable 
premonitions of good angels, which 
raofe cairelefs enquiries term but 
the eifeds of chance and catu 



w% befldes thefe particular and 
id (pirks, there may be- ( for 
tight l know ) an iniivstfel aftd 
omtnon fyttll to the whale world 
ft'was the opinion of Plato, an< 
h yet of the hermetica) phifo^ 
iphcr*; tfihere be a common na- 
if c that unites and ties the feat* 
I arid divided individuals, into 
f£ecies> why may there not 
one that unitds them all I How- 
fr # I km fure there h a commor 
fa that plays withU us> yet 
tea no part of us ; and that f$ 



the fpirk of God, the fire and fcmwY 
tillation of that noble' and mighty \ 
eflence, which is the Itfe aud ra«* 
, dical heat of {pirits* and thofe ek 
fences that know not the virtue of 
the fun; a fire quite contrary t# 
the fire of hell : This is that gentle 
heat that brdoded on the wa- 
ters, and in fix days hatched the 
world; this is that irradiation that 
difpels the mifts of hell, the clouds 
of horror, fear, farrow, defpair* 
and prefervqs the region of the 
mind in ferenity: whofoever feeis 
not the warm gale and gentle ven- 
tilation of this fpirit, ( though I 
feel his p uhe ) I dare not fay he 
lives; for truly without this, to 
me there is no heat under the tro- 
pick; nor ahy light, though I 
dwelt in the body of the fun . 
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4$ when ifa lafatring Sun hath iurought his track 4 

Up to the tbp of lofty Cancer's back, 

The icie ocean cracks , t hp frozen pole 

Thaws with the heat of the celefiial coal j 

So when thy abfent beams begin f impart , 

Again a folftife on my frozen heart, 

My winter's o'er, my drooping fpirits jing, 

And every part revives into a fprihg. 

But if thy quickning beams a while Recline, 

And with their light blefs not this Orb of mine % 

A chilly froft furprifefh every member, j 

And in the midft of June I feel December, 

6 how this earthly Temper 1 doth debafe , 

The noble foul, in this her humble placet ' 

Whofe winged nature ever doth afpire, 

To reach that place whence firfi if took its fire, 

Thefe flames I feel, which in my heart do dwell t 

Are not thy beams, but take their fire from Hell; 

Q quench them all, pnd let thy light divine 

3}e as the Sun to this poor orb of mine. 

And to thy f acred SpYit convert thofe fires, 

fVhofe earthly fumes choak my devout afpires, 



Therefore, For fpirits 1 am fo tar 
from denying their exiftcnoe, that 
I could eafily be)i*Vfe| that not 
only tvhole countries but pai 11- 
ubr perfciW* have their tutelary 
guardian angels: It is not a 
new opinion of the church of Rome, 
but an old one of Pythagoras and 
Plato ; there is no he rely in ic f and 
if not manifdlly defined hi fcrip- 
ture; yet it is an opinion of a good I 
and wholefome ufc in the conrie 
nd actions of a man's life, and 
would ferve an an hypothec DO 
folve many doubts, whereof com- 
mon philofophy affbr Jeth no fola- 
ti on : Now if you demand my opi- 
nion and meiaphyficka of their na- 
tures, I confcfs them very {hallow* 
moll of them in a negative way, 
that of God ; or in a compa- 
e, between owtelyes and f ! 
creatures : for there U in thtN 
c a flair, 01 manifest fcale Ot 
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creatures, ri3S>g not disorderly* of 
ilk xonfefloc^ but with a comely 
rtoethod and proportion : Between 
..orea'cures pf meer exiften^e, and 
-things of life* there is. a large dis- 
proportion A of nature ; between 
.plants ^and; aninlals, or creatures of . 
fenfe* a widen? difference ; between 
$hem and mm, a far greater : and 
if the proportioa jioW <m s s between 
man amd atagels there Should be yet a 
greater* Thofe do not comprehend 
ttoeir natures, who retain the firft^ 
definition tif Porphyry, and diftin- 
guifli tbem ifrodoa ourjfelves by im- 
mortality: for before tl&e fall man 
atfo was immortal i yet muft we 
needs afiimi, that he bad a diffe- 
rent ctflenoe ibam the angels; ha- 
ving therefore no certain know- 
ledge of their natures, Vis no bad 
method . of tfee fchpols, whatsoe- 
ver perfection we find ^bfcurely in 
^ ourfelvcs, in a more conipleat ,and 
abfolute way to afcribe unto them* 

I 
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seltevc they have aa extempo- 
rary knowjledgej and upon the tint 51 
motion of their reafon do what 4 
He cannot without ftudy ordeiibe-'v] 
ration; that they know thit\g£ by 3 
rhejr forms and define, by Ibeei- 
t».il difference* what we ddcribe > 
accidents and properties j and--- 4 , 
sfore probabilities to ui may 
!« demonilritions unto them: that 
they have knowledge not only of 
the fpebiircalj but numerical fuinn 
of individuals! and understand by 
what refcrved difference cadi fin&lo 
lypolHfis (belidcathc relation to ir. 

cics) becomes its numeric-^] ftlfi 
That as the foul hath a power t>> 
move the body it mforms, fo they 
have a faculty to move any, tlio' in> 
irm none 5 wc are con Shed to time* 
place And diitance ; but thai invi- 
ftble hand that conveyed Hahakkm: 
to the lion\ deo, or Philip tv> \,-,, 
i»\<, inli itigotli tlm rule, and hath 
foe it t conveyance* whwevuith 
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mortality is not acqiiaihted : if they 
have that intuitive knowledge* 
. whereby^ as in reflexion, tkey be- 
hold the thoughts of one another, 
I cannot peremptorily deny, but 
they^ know a great part of < ours. 
Thofe who, to refute the invocati- 
on of faints, have denied that they; 
have any knowledge of our affairs 
below, have proceedeid too far, and 
muft pardon my opinion, till I can 
throughly anfwef that piece of 
fcripture. At the ctinverfion of a fin*-, 
^her the angels in t heaven rejoice \ I 
canpot with thofe in that* great fa- 
ther fecurely interpret the jvork of 
the firft day, Fiat lux, to the crea- 
tion of angels, tho*, I'confefs, there 
is not any creature that hath fo near 
a glimpfe of their nature, as light 
in the fun and eleihents : we ftile 
it a bare accident ; but where it fub^ 
fifts alone, 'tis-a fpiritual fubftance, 
. and ma'y be an angel : in brief, con* 

.ceive 

a Lukexv. 7, ia . 
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ceive light invtliblcj and that a 
(£hk. Su4e f (rut W t 

SECT. *t4k n 
Thcfc arc certainly the rnagifteri- 
al and inAllcr-picccs of the creator* 
the flower, or (aa we may fay) the hell 
part of nothing, actually vxifting, tot 
which we are but in the hope, and 
probability : we are only that amphi- 
bious piece between a corporal und 
ipiritual eifencc, that middle form 
that links thcfc two together, and 
makes goad the method of God and 
nature; that jumps not from ex- 
tremes but writes the Incompa- 
tible diftanccs by fome middle and 
participating natures : that we arc 
the breath And fmiilitude of God 
u indifputablc* and upon record 
of holy fcripturc ; but to call our- 
felveu a microcofm. or little world, 
1 thought only a pieufant trope uf 
rhetorkk, ti)l my near judgment 
::nd Second chotiL'hrs told me thtre 
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was a real; truth therein: for firft 
we are.a rude mafs, and in the rank 
X pf creatures which only anv *n4 
cikHphave a dull kind of being, not yet 
privileged with life, or preferred to 
ferife pr reafon; next we live the 
life of plants, the life of animals, 
the life of men, and at te& the life 
pf fpirits, running on in one my- 
fterioujs nature thofe five kinds of 
existences, which comprehend the 
creatures not only of the world,- 
but of the univqife ; thus is. ipan 
that great and • true Amphibioh, 
whofe nature is difpofed to Uve not 
only like othqr creatures in divers* 
elements, but in divided * and di- 
ftingui/hed worlds ; for tho' there is 
but one world to fenfe, th$re are two 
to reafon ; the one vjfible,the othec 
invifibl<? ; of the one Mofes feems 
to have left defcfiprion, but of the 
<6ther fo obfcurely, that fome parts 
thereof are yet in controverly ; and 
tpAj. in the firft chapters of G<?~ 
* > nefis, 
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actis, I muft confefs a great deal 
at* oblluriiy ; though divines hav > , 
10 the puwer of human reafon, en- 
deavoured to fnpkp all go in a lite r- 
w al meminc. vet thoff* allegorical 
<L interpretations arc alio probable, 

* and perhaps no other than the my- 
c Uical method of Mofcs, brc<| up in 

^Lthe ba^coglyphica) fchools of the 

* Egyptians. 
\ 

SEC T- XXXV. 
Now fur that immaterial world, 
xncthinks we need not wander fofur 
^ as beyond the firft moveabl e: fore- 
^ veil in this material liibrick the fpi- 
rtts walk as freely exempt from the 
atfeftinri oi time, place, and mori- 
as beyond the extrcmell cir- 
umfeienec: do but exrraft from 
the corpulency of bodies or re- 
ive things beyond the firlt mat- 
w % and JH cover the habitsti- 
n of angela, which if I cjs|l the 
tbiquitAi'y, iind omniprcfciu cf- 
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fence of God, I hope I fhall not of- 
fend divinity; for before the crea- 
tion of the world God was really 
all things. For the angels he ere* 
ated no new world, or determi- 
nate manfion, and therefore they 
arc every-where where his efTence 
is, and do live at a diftance even 
in himfelf* That God made ail 
things for man, is in fume fenle 
true, yet not fo far a$ to fubordin- 
ace the creation of thofe purer crea- 
tures unto ours, tho* as miniftring 
Spirits chey do, and are willing to 
fulfil the will of God in thefc 
lower and lublunary affairs of man : 
God made all things for himfelf, 
and it is impolfible he fhould make 
them for any other end than his 
own glory ; it is all he can receive, 
and all that is without himfelf: 
for honour being an external ad- 
junft, and in the honourcr rather 
than in the perfon honoured, * it 
was neceflary to make a creatuws 

from 
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from >vhom he might receive this 
homage, and that is in the other 
world ungels, in this man ; which 
when we neglcdl, wc forget the 
very end of our creation, and may 
juftly provoke God, not only to 
jpent that he hath made tbcwor 
>ut that he hath fworn he would 
not deftroy ir. That there is but 
one world, is a conclufion of faith : 
Ariltotlc Icb all his philolbphy 
faarli not been able to prove it, 
and as weakly that the world was 
Martial; that difpute much trou- 
tbc pens of the anticnt pbilo- 
SW, but Mofes decided 1 



neftfon, 



md all h folved 



ur 



ic nety term of a creation, t 
a production of fomeihing < 
lothing ; Bird what h that nothing? 
vrttBtfocvetfis oppofite tofomething; 
more exactly,? hat which is tnil\r 
ury iimo Gods for he only is, 

riLaCVs, HftV\ tilt OSUltCfiCC with 

rndency, ;*nd arc fomething f bnt 
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by a diftin&ion ; and herein is di 
i)ity conformable unto philofophy; 
and generation hot only founded on 
contrarieties, but alfo creation? 
I| God bilng all things is contrary 
| unto nothings out of which were 
made alt things, and fo nothing 
became fame thing, and omneity 
informed nullity: into an clfcncc* 



S E C; T; XXXV 
The whole creation h 



ry; and particularly that of man: 
at ibe.blaft.of his mouth were the 
ted of thfc creatures made^ and at 
his bare word they farted out of 
nothing ; but in the frame of man 
(as the text defcribes it) he play- 
ed the fendble operator* and feem- 
ed no$ fo much to create, as make 
him ; when he had feparated the ma- 
terials of other creatures* there co 
Jequently refused & form and ftm 
but having raifed the walls of man, 
he was driven to a fecond and hare 
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grcntion of a fubflnncc lite liimfeJf, 
an incorruptible and immortal font. 
Fur thete two affe&ions wc luv< 
the philofbphy nnd opinion of" the 
Heathens* the flat lifirawmve of 
Flatx>i and not a negative from A- 
rhtotlc: there xi another UrupU 
ill by divinity, * concerning iti 
jJufHon, much difputed in the 



Ge 



wies* and wit) 
equality of 



mdmcreucy ;iru 

ments, a* leave the contwverfy u 
determined. I am not of funded 
ius\« mind who boldly deliver 

i »T 10 miike a man without cor 
I'.inyii-rfl: ytel CatfflQdt but womlji a 
iU multitude of head* that do de 
ny tradufkaon, having no other a 
iunicnt ro oonfmn their b ii 

imctxtheiia of Aoguftine, 

ihft'*t<ii''4*\ ir/fumltihiik Ct£ttt*Y - el 

her opinion will confii't m J J 
\m i u !\jm ro thi', did i^'T 
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objeftion haunt me, ,not wrung 
from fpeculations and fubtilties, but 
from common fenfe and obfervati- 
on; not pickt from the leaves of 
any author, but bred amongft the 
weeds and tares of mine own brain; 
and this is a conelufion from the 
equivocal and monftrous produ£ti% 
x ons in the copulation of man with 
* beaft : for if the foul of man be • 
not tranfmitted and transfufed in 
the feed of the parents, why are 
not thofe produ&ions meerly beafts, 
but have alfo an imprefTion and tin-* 
6ture of reafon in as high a mea- 
fure as it can evidence, itfelf in 
thofe improper organs ? Nor truly 
can I peremptorily deny, that the 
foul, in this her fublunary ftate, is 
wholly and in all acceptations in- . 
organical ; but that, for the perform- 
ance of her ordinary aftions, there 
is required not only afymmetry, and 
proper difpofition of organs, but a 
* crafis and temper correfpoiident to 
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its operations : yet is not this mate 
of flefh and vifible ftru&ure the in- 
ftmment and proper corps of the 
foul, but rather of fenfe, and that 
the hand of reafon. In our ftudy 
of anatomy there is a mafs of my- 
flcrious philolbphy, and fuch as re- 
duced the very * Heathens to divi- 
nity ; yet, amongft all thofe rare 
difcoveries, and curious pieces l* 
find hi the fabrick of man, I do J 
not fo much content myfeif, as in | 
what I find not, that is, no organ or 
inftrument for the rational foul : 
for in the brain, which we term 
the feat of reafon, there is not a- 
y thing of moment more than I 
can dtfeover in the cr%ny of a bealt: 
and this is a fenfible and no incon- 
fiderable argument of the inorgani-* 
ty of the foul, at leaft in that fenfe 
we ufually fo receive it* Thus we 
are men, and we know not how* 
there is fomething in us that can be 
and will be after as. 
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tho' it is ftrange that it hath n<* 
hiftory what it was before us, nor 
can tell how it entered into us* 

SECT- XXXVII* 
Now for thefe walls of flefh, 
wherein the foul doth feem to be im- 
mured before the refurre&ion, they . 
a^e nothing but an elemental com- 
pofition, and a fabric k that may fall 
%a afhes ; jUi flefo is graft * , is not 
Ottly metaphorically, but literally 
true; for ail thofe creatures we be- 
bold, are but the herbs of the field, 
<$igertcd into flefh ia them, and 
more remotely carnificd in out- 
felves. Nay further, we, axe^ what 
we all abhor, anthropophagi and can- 
nibals, devourers not only of oven, 
bdfc of our fdvqs ; and that not in 
an allegory, but a positive truth j 
all this m*& of flefli, which wc 
old, came in at our mouth^: 
'ame look upon> hath 
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upon oux trenchers ; in brief 
we have devoured ourfelves. * I can- 
not believe the wifdom of Pytha- 
goras did ever pofitively, and \n a 
literal fenfe, afiirm his metempfy- 
chofis, or impoflible tranfmigration 
of the fouls of men into beafts : of 
all metamorphofes or tranfmigrati- 
ons, 1 believe only one, that is of 
Lot's wife; for that of Nebuchad- 
nezar proceeded not fo far; in all 
others I conceive there is no further 
verity than is contained In their 
implicit fcnfe and morality. I be- 
lieve that the whole frame of a 
beati doth perifh, and h left in the 
||me Itate after death, as before it 
f$& materialed unto life; that the 
mis of men know neither con- 
trary nor corruption; that they fub- 
fift beyond the body, and out- 
live death by the privilege of their 
proper natures, and without a mi- 
racle; that the fouls of the faithful* 
as (hey leave earth, take poflelEon 

of 
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of heaven ; that thofe aparitions, 
and gholts of departed perfons, arc 
not the wandring fouls of men, 
but the unquiet walks of devils, 
prompting and fuggeiting us unto 
mifthief, blood, and villainy, by in- 
Hilling, and Healing into our heart 
that the blefled i pines are not at 
reft in their graves, but wander 
follicitous of the affairs of the world i 
but that thofe phantoms appear of- 
ten, and do frequent eenuteries* 
charnel-houfes, and churches, is* 
becaufe thofe are the dormitories of 
the dead, where the devil, like an 
infolcnc champion, beholds wi 
pride the fpoils and trophies of h 
vl&ory aver Adam* 

SECT- XXXV1IL 
This is that difmal conquefl w 
all deplore, that makes us fo often 
cry, O Aiam, quid fcct/li? I thank 
God I have not thofe flrait liga- 
ments, or narrow obligations to 

tb 
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the world, as to dote on life, or 
be convulfed and tremble at the 
ame of death : not that I am in- 
enfible of the dread and horror 
hereof; or that by raking into the 
owe! of the deceafed,by the conti- 
nual fight of anatomics,ikeletons,or 
cadaverous reliques, like vilpilloes, 
or grave-makers, *I am become ftu- 
pid,orhave forgot the apprehenfion 
of mortality ; bat that, mar/hailing 
all the horrors, and contempla- 
ting the extremities thereof, I find 
not any thing therein able to daunt 
the courage of a man, much tefs :t 
Well t refolvcd Chriftian, And 
therefore I aratiot angry at the cr- 
Iter of our firft parents, or unwill- 
ing to bear a part of this common 
&tc^ or, like the bed of them, 
to die, that is, to ceafe to breathe, 
to take a farewel of the elements, 
10 be a kind of nothing for a mo- 
ment, to_be. wilfaki one inftant of a 
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circle of my fclf, without this r 
ibnablc moderator, and equal piece 
of juftice, death, I do conceive* 
mylelf the moll * miferable per* 
foil extant ; were there not another 
"life that 1 hope for, all the vanities 
of this world Ihould not intreat a 
moment'* breath from mc; could 
the devil work my belief to ima- 
inc I could ever die* I woold no 
uMive that very thought : I have fo 
bje£ta concent of this common way 
f -exiftence, this retaining to the 
m and elements, that I cannot 
think this is to be a man, or to liv 
according to the dignity of huma- 
jty $ in expedtation of abetter, I can 
,vith patience embrace this life, yet 
'n my beft meditations do often 
*efy death; 1 honour any man tha 
contemns it, nor can I highly \c 
any that is afraid of -it : this malt 
me naturally love a foldier, and 
onour thofe tattered and contemp- 



Kt.ligio Mcnui. 11 

inmanJ of a fcrjc&nt. Poi a 
gan there owy be fomc motive ■> to 
in lover with Hies but for a 
TilHan to be amazed at death* 
feu nut how he can clcftpe rhis 
uemma, tlvit he is too iaiiible of 
this life, or hup dels of the life 
to come. 

SECT. XXXIX. 
orac divines count Adam thirty 
Mrs old at his creation, beca i 
they flipped him created in the per* 

fLgedndftatureot mtin: Andf / 
ly we are all out of the computation 
our age, and every man i« fume 
mtha elder tlutn he bethink* him ; 
• we live, move, have a being, ;tnd 
fabjcfl to ihe action* • r iJk 
Xs.and the malice of difeai*..-. in 
other world, the true it micro- 
Dfnie, the womb of our mother ; for 
I -I in Irs ih,>r 14' m r *1 auA cutxttttoA 
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, within the bofom of our caiifes, we 
enjoy a being and life in three 
<liftin6t worlds, wherein we receive 
moft manifeft gradations: In that 
obfcure world, and womb of our 
.mother, our time is %>rt compu- 
ted by the moon ; yet longer thaa 
jthe days of many * creatures that be- 
hold the fun; we being even then 
endued with life, fenfe and reafon; 
tho' for the manifeftation of its 
actions, it awaits the opportunity 
of objedts, and feems to live there 
but in its root and foul of vegeta- 
tion : entering afterwards upon the 
fcene of the world; we arife up 
and become another creature, per- 
forming the reafonable actions of 
man, and obfcurely manifefting that 
part of divinity in us; but not in 
complement and perfection, till we 
have or^ce more caft our fecondine, 
that is, this (lough of flefh, and are 
delivered into the laft world, that 
is, that ineffable place of Paul, that 

proper 
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abi of IpiriC:^ 
ing -I have of thp p hi) n fop hers 
ftone, (which _ is_loinahin.* more 
than thepcrfeft exaltation of gold) 
hmh taught mc a great deal ot di- 
vinity, and inllrenitcd my hcliej", 
how that immoml fpirit and in 
corruptible fubftanre of my fftuj 
may lie obfeurr, and deep it while 
v. irbin this houle of ftefli. *Thofe 
Itrangc and myftical tnmfmigf 
is, that 1 have oblcrvcd in Jilk- 
)vm% have turned my philolophy 
into divinity- There is in thefe 
works of suture, which feem t<i 
pu22lc rediuo, fo mc thin £ divine, 
and hath more in it than the ey* 
of a common fpect.uor dorfl vlit- 
>YCfc 

SECT. XL 
I ara naturally bafliiul, nor hath 
convcrfationj ace* or tntvt:!. bctzn 
able to ctlsotit, or 

) have one pflfi of mentally 
lich I hivr I*. lilum dlkuM m «l ii 
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another, that is, (to fpeak truly) I 
ara not fo much afraid of death, as 
afliamed thereof ; 'tis the very dif- 
grace and ignominy of oar natures, 
that in a moment can fo disfigure 
us, that our nea;e(l friends, wife and 
children, ftand afraid and ftart at 
us. The birds and beafts of the 
eld that before in a nattind fear o~ 
eyed tis, forgetting all allegiance, 
cgin to prey upon u$; This very 
onceit hath in a rcmpeft diipoi- 
ed, and left me willing to be fwal- 
wWcd up in the aby fs of waters ; 
%vhereln 1 had perifhed, unfeen, un- 
fitted, without wondering eyes, 
cars of pity* lectures of mortality, 
id lion v had faid, QMrtnm mutattu 
ah iJ/oJ Not that I am aftiamed of 
the anatomy of my parts, or c^n 
accufe nature for playing the bung- 
ler in any part of me, or my own 
vitious life for contracting ally 
efnl difeale upon tnc, whereby 
might not call myfeif as whole- 

fora 



Cam a morfel for the worms as 
any* 

SECT. XLL 
Some upon the courage of a 
fruitful liTuc, therein, as in the 
tfueft chronic le, they feero to out- 
live thamfclvesj can with greater 
patience away with death. This 
conceit, and counterfeit fubfiiling 
in our progeny, ieetns to mc a 
nicer fallacy* unworthy ihe ddires 
of a m&ru who can but conceive a 
thought of the next world ; who. 
in n nobler ambition. <h<» tire 
ro live hi his fubJImce in heaven 
rather than in hb name uttd ilwtdow 
the earth. And therefore* pi my 
tit, I mean ro fakf a tocal a- 
u of rhe world, itot caring for 
niomunent* liirtoi*y . of epitaph; 
not lb much a? tlK* ba*' 1 
my nam* to be found any-vvh 
the nnivatal rrmfttft of God: 
Aol yet fu conical, 1 [Q ap* 

pn »\ 
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prove the J teftament of Diogenes; 
nor do I altogether allow that ro- 
domontado of Lucan ; 

— -~Coclo tcgitur, qui nan habet urn ain. 

tk that tmbtrki tkf-wanU not his krfr, 
fhr urrtv Urn a tomb's I fa wtivtr/e, 

in. my calmer judg- 
ment thofe iofieauoas intentions 
ep by the urns of 
lifive to go the 
*neareft way unto corruption. 1 do 
D&mperamcnt off crows 
or the numerous and 
f our fathers before the 
ere be any truth in a- 
rr<> lo£y, i may outlive a jubilee; 
t~yet 1 have not (cen one tevblu- 
On of Saturn, nor hath my pulie 
eat thirty years, and yet, exce 
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eft under ground,, all the kings of 
Europe; have been contemporary 
to three Emperors, four Grand Sigr 
niors, and as many Popes: Methinks 
I have outlived myfelf, and begin to. 
be weary of the fun ; I have fhaken 
hands with delight in my warm 
blood and canicular days ; 1 perceive 
I do anticipate the vices of age; the 
world to me is but a dream, or 
mock-ftow, and we all therein but 
Pantaloons and Anttoks to my fe- 
verer contemplation^**" 

SECT. XL1L 
It Js not, 1 confeft, an unlawful 
prayer to defirq jo furpafithe days 
of our Saviour, or tyiih to out-live 
thar age wherein he thought fittest 
to die; yet if (as divinity affirms) 
there (hall be no gray hairs in hea- 
ven, but all fliall rife in the perfect 
_atc of men, wc do but out-live 
thofe perfe&ions in this world, to 
e recalled unco them by a grca- 
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ter miracle in the next, arid ftttl 
on here but to be retrograde here* • 
after. Were there . any hopes to out- 
live vice, or were k a point to be fii- 
pet*annuated from fin, it were wor- 
thy our kne^s to implore |he days 
of Methufelah. .But age doth not 
re&ify, but inturvate our natures, 
turning bad dijpofitions into worfe 
habits, and ( like difeafes ) brings 
on incurable vices ; for every day 
as we grow weaker in age, we grow . 
ftronger in fin, and the number of 
our days doth but make our fins 
innumerable. The fame vice, com- 
mitted at fixt^en, is' not the fame/ 
tho* it agree in all other circum- 
ftances, at forty ; but. fwells and 
doubles from the circumftance of our 
ages, wherein, befides the conftant 
and inexcufable habit of tranfgref- 
fing, the maturity of our judg- 
ment cuts off pretetice unto excufe 
or pardon : every fin the bftner it 
is committed, « the more it acqui* 

reth 
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reth in the quality of evil ; as it 
fucceeds in time, lb it precedes in 
degrees of badnefs ; for as they 
proceed they ever multiply, and, 
like figures in arithmetic^, the laft 
Hands for more than all that went 
before it : And though I think no 
man can live well once but he that 
could live twice, yet for my own 
•iter part, I would not live over 
my hours part, or begin again the 
thread of my days; not upon Cice- 
io*s ground ; becaufe I have lived 
them well, but for fear I fhoutd live 
them worfe : 1 find my growing 
judgment daily inftrufts me how to 
e better, but my untamed affefti- 
ns and confirmed vjtiofity makes 
ijie daily do worfe: I find in my 
confirmed age the fame fins I dif- 
covcrcd in my youth ; 1 committed 
any then becaufe I was a child, 
id becaufe I commit them t till I 
m yet an infant* Therefore I per- 
ceive a man may be twice z child 
P . before 
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before the days of dotage, and ftand 
in neqd of * TEfon's bath before 
threefcorc- 

SECT. XLIII. 
And truly there goes a great 
deal of providence to protract a 
man's life unto threcfcorc; there is 
more required than an able tempe- 
rament for thofe years; tho' the ra- 
dical humour contain in it fufficient 
oil for 70, yet 1 perceive in fome 
It gives no light pafl thirty ; men 
aflign not all the caufes of long life 
who write whole books thereon. 
They, that found themfelves on the 
radical balfam or vital fiilphur of 
the parts, determine not why Abel 
liv'd not fo long as Adam. There 
is therefore a fecret gloom or bot- 
tom of our days; 'twafe his wifdom 
to determine them, but his perpe- 
tual and walking providence that 
fulfils and accomplifheth them; 
wherein the fpirits, ourfelves, and 
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all the creatures of God, in a fe- 
cret and difputed way, do execute 
his will! Let them not therefore 
complain of immaturity that dye 
about thirty; they fall but like the 
whole world , whofe folid and well 
compofed jubilance muft not expert 
the duration and period of its con- 
flitution; when all things are com- 
pleated in it, its age is aecom- 
pliflied, and the laft and general 
fever may as naturally deilroy it 
before fix thou&nd, as me before 
forty: there is therefore fome o* 
ther hand that twines the thread of 
of life than that of nature;"Wc are 
only ignorant in antipathies 
md occult qualities; our ends are 
as obfeure as our beginnings; the 
line of our days is drawn by night, 
and the various effefb therein by 
a pencil that is invifible ; wherein 
iho* we confefs our ignorance, I 
im fure we do not err, if wc fay> it 
land of God. 
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SECT. XLIV. 
I am much taken with two. ver- 
fes of Lucan, fince I have been 
able riot only^ as we do at fchooU 
to Gopp r^i ^j^t x u"nd'erftand^ . 

Vifturofquc &ei cclant ut -vivere durent, 
Felix eflfe mori. . - 

We're 'all deluded, vainly fearching 'ways, 
Tb make us. huffy by the length of days ; 
For cutintngly > to make's protract this breath, 
The gods conceal the happinefs ,of death. 

There be many excellent ftrains in 
that poet, wherewith his ftoical 
genius hath liberally fupplyed him ; 
and truly there are lingular pieces' 
in the ^philofophy of Zeno, and 
do6trine of the ftoicks, which I 
perceive, delivered in a pulpit, pafs 
for current divinity ; yet herein 
are they in extreams, that can al- 
low a man to be his own Affaffine, 
and fo highly -extol the end and 
fuicide of Cato, this is indeed not 
to fear death, but yet to be afraid 

of 
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of life* It is a brave adt of va- 
lour to contemn death, but where 
life is more terrible than death, it 
is then the trueft valour to dare 
tp live, and herein religion hath 
taught us a noble example : For all 
the valiant a6ts of Curtius, Sce- 
vola or Codrus, do not parallel or 
match that one of Job ; and fure ' 
there is no tortiire to the rack of a 
difeafe, nor any pbijiyards in death 
itfelf like thofe in the way or pro- 
logue unto it. Emori nolo, fed me\ 
effe moriuum nihil euro , I would notjj 
dye^ but care riot to be dead. Were | 
I of £&&r's religion I ihould be of 
his defires, and wilh rather to go \ 
off at one blow than to be fawed 1 
in pifeces by the grating torture of ; 
a difeafe. Men that look no further 
than their outfides think health an 
appurtinance unto life, and quarrel 
with their conftitutions for being 
Tick; but I who have examined 
the parts of man, and know upon 

what 
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what tender filaments that fabrick 
hangs, do wonder that we are not 
always lb ; and confidering the thou- 
\ fand doors that lead to death do 
thank my God that we can dye but 
once. *Xis not only the mifchief of 
<Jifea(es, and the villany of poifons 
that make an end of us; wc vainly 
accufe the fury of guns, and the new 
inventions of death ; r fis in the 
power of every hand to deftro^ us, 
and we are beholden unto every one 
wc meet that he doth not kill us. 
There is therefore but one comfort 
that tho' it be in the power 
ie weak eft arm to take away 
il is not in the ftrongeft to 
rive us of death : God would not 
mpt himlelf from that; theroife- 
of immortality in the flefli, he 
undertook not what was in it im- 
mortal. Certainly there is no hap- 
pintfe within this circle of HelK 
nor is it in the opticks of thefe eyes 
O behold felicity i the firlt day Xif 

our 



bilee is death ; the devil 
erefore felled of his defires ; wc 
are happier with death than sve 
Zhou Id he without it: There is no 
mifcry but in himfclf where there 
is no end of mifcry ; and fo indeed 
in his own (cafe, the Hoick U ia 
the right* He forgets that he cm 
dye who complains of .mifcry, wc 
are in the power of no calamity 
while death is in our own, ^ 

SECT. XLV. 
Now befides this literal an J pofi- 
rive kind of death, there ate o- 
hers wherein divines make memi- 
n, and thofe* I thinly not meer- 
ly metaphorical, as mortification, 
dying unto (in and the world; 
rcfore, I fty f every wan hath a 
bte horofcopc, one of hie hu- 
anity, hh birth ; another of hi? 
ehrilttanity, hi* bnptifm ; and from 
his do 1 compute or calculate my 
MJYtty> not reckoning thofe 
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coj?ibufl<e, arid odd days, or efteem- 
ing tnyfelf any thing, before I was 
my Saviour's, and inrolled in the 
regifter of Chrift : \vhofoever en- 
joys not this life, I count him but 
an apparition, tho* he wear about 
him the fenfible affections of flefh. 
In thefe moral acceptations, the 
way to be immortal is to dye daily ; 
nor can i think I have the true 
theory of death, when I contem- 
plate a fkull, or behold a ikeleton 
with thofe vulgar imaginations it 
cafts upon us ; I have therefore en- - 
larged that common memento mori, 
into a more Qhriftian memoran- 
dum, memento quatuor novijfima : thofe 
four inevitable points of us all, 
deaths judgment, heaven and hell. 
Neither did the contemplations of 
the |Hqathens reft in their graves, 
without a further thought of * Ra- 
damanthus, or fome judicial pro- 
ceeding after death, tho* in ano- 
ther way, and upon fuggefiiori of 



lr natural reafons. 1 cannut but 
marvel from what fibyl or "oracle- 
they ftole the prophety of the 
world's deltrutftion by • fire, or 
v. hence Lucan learned to f;iv . 

mis m«*ki liipcrcR rogiifr o4fiUu* «U» 

us,. — 

J7'«rr jr# tw&irts to tli vwld oitf ccrfavm* yfir, 

I believe the world grows nearer its 
end, yet is neither old bur decaj - 
cd, nor evgr per ilh upon the 
ruins of its ftWB principles . As 
the worlc of creation wax above na- 
ture, fo is its adverfary, annihilati- 
on; without which the world hath 
not its end, but hs mutation. Now 
what force fhuuld be able to con- 
ic h thus far* without the breath 
of God, which h the trtidt con* 
filming lhrm\ my philofnphy can- 
not inform mt*. Some believe {here 
went not a minute to the world"* 
creation nor dial) there i»ci tn 

deilMH 
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tuaily del'cribed, make not tp 
them one moment, but rather fcem 
to ruanifell the method and idea of 
the great work of the intellect qt 
^od, than the manner how he* 
proceeded in its operation. 1 can* 
)t dream that there ihould be at 
lift: day any filth judicial pro- 
ceeding, or calling to the bar, as 
indeed the fcripturc feenu to im- 
ply, and the literal commentator* 
do conceive : for unfpcakable my- 
iterics in the fcripturcs are often 
delivered in a vulgar and illuftra- 
tive way; and being written unto 
ore delivered! not as they tru- 
ly arc, but as they may be un Jcr- 
rtood ; wherein notwithftanding, 
the different interpretations* 
cording to different capacitiesj may 
Ifcand firm with oar devotion, nor 
be any way prejudicial to the edi- 
fication of each individual. 



SEC 
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SECT. XLVL 
Now to determine the day and 
year of this inevitable rime f is not 
only i nvincibl e and (hmte madncls, tXl 
but alio maniiVil impiety ; how 
/hall we interpret Eiias's * 60 ao §1 
ycars B or imagine the fee ret com- 
monicatcd to a Rabbi which Gc 
hath domed unto hU angels? It had 
been an excellent query to have 
poled the devil of Dclpbos, and 
muff needs have forced him to 
fome ftrange amphibology ; it hath 
not only mocked the prediftions 
of fundry alfrologers in ages paft, 
but the prophetic of many melan- 
choly heads in the prefc 
neither underftandmg reasonably 
things paft or prefent, pretend 
knowledge of things to come 
heads ordained 



ilyi 

incredible elTcfts of m 



clam 



holy. 



and fulfil old prophefies, rather than 
c tlv* itiilhurs of new. flnthoic 
b there Jhoil come war* and n 

mouro 



124 Religio Medici* 
mours of wars, a ] to me feems no 
prophefy, but a eonftant. truth, in 
all *ime? verified fine? it was pro- 
nouBC<?d. < N Th?r^fhall be figns in 
the moon and, itars/ tiqw comes he 
then like g. thief in the ni<*ht b , 
when He. gives an item of his 
ming ? .That common fign drawn 
from , the i revelation of Antichrift,* 
is . as obscure a$ any ; in pur com- 
putation, he hath been couie, thefe 
many years; but, for my pw# part, 
tp.fpeakireeiy, I am half of opini- 
on that antichrift is the philofp-* 
phers ftone in divinity, . for the dif-v 
covery ( a$$ invention of which^ 
tho' there, he- prefcribed rules, and 
probable indu6ttons,yet hardly hath 
any man. attained the perfect difco- 
very thereof. That general opini-. 
on, ih^t the wprld : grows near its 
... . .. - ' end, 

a Mat. xxiv. i i. In thofe days there lhal| 
come lyars and -firffe prophets.' 

> Mat. xxiv. 6. and Mark. xiii. 7. 

^Pet. iii. |o. n / 
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hath polTdled all ages pad as 
much a* our*; I am afraid that the 
fouls that nowjdepart cannot ekape 
that lingering exportation of the 
faint* wider l be alttf * §****fqtur Oj- 
*w*g? y##/^ % O an*i groan 
in the expectation of that great ju- 

SECT. XLVII, 
This is the day that muft make 
od that great attibure oi God, his 
Ike; that mntl reconcile thole, 
"nunlwcrubie doubts that torment 
the wiieit undcrllandings and re- 
duce i hole ibeiniag inequalities, 
nd re fpgflive di fix i buttons in ; hi> 
,orld, to an equality and re com- 
penfive jultuie in the next. This 
is that one day, that (ho I) include 
©nd cornnreticjid all that want be* 



all the a&Httt tmift enter to com- 
And make up the catattroj u 
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day whofe memory hath only^ 
power to make us honeft in the 
dark, and to be virtuous without a 
witnefs. Ipja fui pretium virtus fibi f 
that virtue is her own reward, is 
but a* cold principle, and not able 
to manuin our variable refolutions 
in a conftant and fettled way of 
goodnefs* I have pra<5tifed that ho- 
neft f artifice of Seneca, andinmyre- 
rired^and folitary imaginations,to re- 
train me from the foulnefs of vice, 
have fancied to myfclf the prefence 
of my dear and worthieft friends, 
before whom I fhould lofe my hea 
rather than be vinous ; yet herd 
1 found that there wa$ nought but 
moral bonefty, and this was not to 
be virtuous for his fake who mult 
reward us at the laft. I have tried 
if i could reach that great % refolu- 
tion of his, to be honeft without a 
thought of heaven or hell ; and in- 
deed I found, upon a natural incli- 
nation and in-bred loyalty unto vir- 
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tile, that I could ferve her without 
a livery; yet not in that refolvcd 
and venerable way, bur that the 
frailty of my nature, upon an ealy 
temptation, might be induced £9 
forget her. The life therefore, and 
f pirn pf all our actions, Ls the re<* 
furre&ion, and a (table apprehenfion 
that our allies (hull enjoy the fruit 
of our pious endeavours ; with- 
out thin all religion is a i&Hacy, and 
ihofc impieties of Luc i an, Euri- 
pides and Julian, arc no blasphe- 
mies, bur fubule verities, and a** 
thciib have been the only philofo* 
icrs. 

SECT, XLVIU. 
How the dead ftiall arifc, is no 
icitiun of my faith ; to believe 
only poifibilitle*, fc not faith, but 
mt cr philofophy; many things are 
true in divinity, which are neither 
inducible by reafon, nor confirmabjc 
sole, and many things in phi- 
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' lofophy confirmiblie by fen&* yet 
not inducible by reafon* Thus it 
is impoffible, by any folid or'de* 
monftrative reafons to'petfu&de a 
man to believe* the eonverfion of 
the needle to the fiorth i ;tho ? this 
be poffible, and true,, arid eafily 
credible, upon a fingle experiment 
ttnto the fenfe. I believe that our 
eftranged and divided afhes fliallu- 

' irite again; that our feparated duft, 

' nftef fo many pilgrimages* and tranfe 
formations intd the parts of mine- 
rals, plants, animals, elehlents, fhafl 

, at the voice of God return into 
their primitive ftiapes ; and join a- 
gaift to make up their primary and 
predeftinate forms. As at the, crea- 
tion, there was a feparation of that 
confufed mafs into its (pedes ; fo, 
at the deftrudtion thereof, there 
(hall be a feparation into its' diftindt 
individuals. • As at the creation of 
the world, all the diftinct fpecies 
that we behold lay involved in one 

m^fs, 



Reliuio Medici. 139 

mafs, till the fruitful voice of God 
fcparatcd this united multitude into 
ita feveral fpecie*; lb at the bft 
day t when thefc corrupted reliques 
ftiall be fc uttered in die wiidernete 
of forms, and feem to have forgot 
their proper habits, God by apow cr- 
ta\\ voice fhall * command them 
back into their proper fliapes, qad 
call them out by their tingle indi- 
viduals : then ilxall appear the ferti* 
litic of Adam, and the magic k 
>f that fpnrm that hath dilated into 
many millions. 1 have often be- 
ts a mindc, that artificial 
re£tion and revivification of 
mercury ; how being mortified in- 
to a thoufand ihapes* it aflUmes 3- 
lin its own, and returns into it-, 
lumerical felf- Let us fpeak na- 
turally, and like pbilolophcn*, the 
forms of alterable bodies in tbi 
iVutiblc comtptioM peri(h nut;u< 
we im^ine, wholly qyj* ih n t J 
illfioiii?, but retire: ami comnek 
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themfelvcs into their fecret and in- 
accefiible parts, where they may 
beft protect themfelves from the 
aftion of their antagonift. A plant 
or vegetable confuted toafhes, ^a- 
to a contemplative and fehooi-phi- 
lolopher feems utterly deilroyed, 
and the jfcrm to have taken its leave 
for ever; But to a feniible artiil 
the forms are not periflied, but 
withdrawn into their incombulVtble 
parts, where they lye fecure from 
the action of that devouring ele- 
ment. # This is made good by ex* 
perience, which can, from the afh- 
es of a plant, revive the plant, and, 
from its cinders, recal it into its 
ftalk and leaves again. What the 
art of man can do in thefe inferiour 
ieces, what blafphemy is it to a- 
rm the finger of God cannot do 
in thefe more perfedt and fenfible 
flrudtures? This is that myftical 
philofophy, from whence no true 
fcholar becomes an atheift; bat 

from 
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from the vilibJe effects of nature, 
grows up a real divine, an J be- 
hold*, not in a dream, as Kitcluctj 
but in an ocular and vifible objeft, 
the types of his relurrcetion. 

SECT. XLIX. 
Now, the neceiTury martfions of 
our rcrtorcd felves arc thofe t\su 
contrary and incompatible places 
e call heaven and hell} to dciinc 
them, of !tri£lly to determine what 
and where thefc arc, furpalfcth my 
ivtnity. That elegant apolUe, Who 
emed to have a gl im pi c of hea- 
:«' = hath left but a negative de- 
fcription thereof; which * neither 
ye hath feen, oor ear hath heard, 
enn it enter into the heart of 
to conceive : he was translated 
of himfelf to behold it. but, be- 
ing returned h into himfelf, could not 
uprefi it. St. John's defcrijnion, 

ftfr- Uli 
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by emeralds, chryfolites, and pre- 
cious rtones, is too weak to expre 
th e materia l heaven we behold 
Briefly therefore, where The" foul 
hath- the full meafure, and com- 
plement of happinefs, where the 
boundlefs appetite of that fpirit re- 
mains corapleatly farisficd, that it 
can neither dclire addition nor alte- 
ration, that I think is truly heaven: 
and this can only be in the enjoy-: 
mcnt of that e/Tence, whole infini te 
goodncfe is able to terminate the 
defires of itfelf, and the infariable 
wilhes of ours ; wherever God wil 
thus maoifea himfelf, there is hea- 
ven, tho' within the circle of this 
fenfible world. Thu? the foul of 
man may be in heaven any where, 
even within the limits of his. own 
proper body, and when itceafeth 
to live in the body, it may remain 
in its own foul, that is its cearor. 
And thus we may <ay that St. Paul, 
whether in the body, or out of the 
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body, was yet in heaven;. To 'place 
it in. the etopyreal, or beyond the 
tenth fphere, is to forget the world's 
deftru<Stiofl ; for when this fenfibie 
world {hall be deftroyed, all flialt 
then be here as it is now there, an 
empyreal heaven, a quafi vacuum ; 
when to afk where heaven is, is to 
demand where the prefence of God 
is, or where we have the glory of 
that happy vifion. . . M&fes, who 
was bred- up in all. the learning of 
the Egyptians, committed a grof*, 
abfurdity in philofophy, when with 
thefe eyes of flefh a he defired to fee 
God, and petitioned his maker ^ that 
is truth itfelf, to a contradiction. 
Thofe that imagine heaven and hell 
neighbours, and conceive a vicini- 
ty between thofe two extremes, 
upon confequence of the parable, 
where * Dives difcourfed with La- 
zarus in Abraham's bofom, do too 

grofsly* 

a Exod iii 4. 
b Luke. xvi. 1 9 
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grofsly conceive of thofe glorified 
creatures, whofe eyes (hall eafily 
out-fee the fun, and behold, with- 
out a perfpeftive, the extreraeft dis- 
tances : for if there (hall be in our 
glorified eyes, the faculty of fight 
and reception of obje&s, I could 
think the vifible fpecies there to be 
in as unlimitable a way as now the 
intellectual. I grant that two bo- 
dies placedbeyond thetenth fphere, 
Or in a vacuity, according to Ari- 
ftbtlc*s philofophy,could not behold 
each other ; becaufe their wanes a 
body or medium to hand and trans- 
port the vifibly rays of the objeft 
unto the fcnfe;but when there ftial! 
be a general defeft of either medium 
to convey, or light to prepare and 
difpofc th^t medium 9 andyet a perfect 
vifion, \vc mult (ufpend the rules 
of our philofophy, and make all 
good by a more abfolute piece of 
optic ks.. 

SECT 



SECT. L. 
I cannot tell how to lay that fire 
the cflence of hell; I know not 
hat tx> make of purgatory, ot 
onceive a flame that can either 
prey upon, or purify the fub frame 
ot a foul : thofc flames of fulphur 
mentioned in the fcriprures I take 
not to be underitood of this prc- 
fent hell, but of that to come, 
where Qre lball make up the comple- 
ment of our tortures, and have a 
body or fubje£t wherein to mani- 
t iis tyranny. Some* who have 
ad the honour to be textuary in 
ivinity, arc of opinion it fhall be 
tjie lame fpecifical fire with ours; 
his is hard to conceive, yet can 
ke good how even that may 
rey upon our bodies, and yet not 
-nfume us: for in thu material 
world, there are bodies that periiil 
i n v i n c ible in the p o sverfullelt flames, 
and tho ? by the a&ion of fire they 
fall into ignition and fiquatioa 5 yet 
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^will they never (uJier a deftruclion* 
I would gladly know how Mofes, 
with an actual iire, calcined, or 
burnt the golden calf into powder : 
for that mylUcal mettle of gold, 
whofe folary and celeitial nature I 
admire, expolcd unto the violence 
of firs, grows only hot and liqui- 
fiesj bat . confumcth not; fo when 
the confumablc and volatile pieces 
of our bodies fhall be refined into 
a more impregnable and fixed tem- 
per like gold, tho* they fiiffer from 
the action of flames, they fliatl ne- 
ver perifh, but lye immortal in the 
arms of fire* And lurely if this 
frame mull luffcr only by the acti- 
on of this element, there w ill ma- 
ny bodies efcape, and not only hea- 
ven, but earth will not be at # an 
end, but rather a beginning ; for at 
prefent it is: not earth, but a conv 
pofition of fire, water, earth and air ; 
but at that time fpoiled of thefe 
ingredients, it fliall appear in a fnb- 

lbnce 
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mare like itfelf, Us afttes. 



Philofophcrs who maintained the 
Worlds dcltruftion by fire* did ne- 
ver dream of annihilation* which j 3 
nd the power of fubluiur> 
ufes ; for the lail and proper acti- 
on of that element b but vkriii- 
cation, or a reduction of a body 
into glafs; and therefore fome of 
our cJiymifts faceuoufly affirm, tlur 
at the lafi lire all fliall be cryftaJli- 
/x6 reverberated into giais, 
the uimoft action of ihst 
lemeiitt Nor need vvc fetf this 
[annihi!ation ( ]i or wonder that 
x>d will deftroy the works of bis 
creation; for man fubGtting, who 
is, and will then truly appcAr 1 mi- 
crofmc, the world cannot he faid 
to be deftroyed* For the eves of 
God, ind perhaps alio of our glo- 
rified fclvcs fliall A3 really behold 
ttetnplatc rhc 
&±>\ Lonlradl 
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lated fubftance. In the feed of a 
plant to the eyes joi God, and tq 
the underftanding ■ of mail, there 
exifts, tho' in an invifible way, the 
perfect leaves, flowers, and fruit 
thereof : for things that are in.poffe 
to the fenfe, are actually exiftent 
tor the^ underftanding. Thus Go<J 
beholds all things, who . contem- 
plates as fully his works in their 
epitome, as their full volume, 
and beheld as amply the whole 
world in that little compendium* 
of the ffxth day, as in the fcatter- 
ed mi dilated pieces of thofe five 
before. 

# SECT. LL 

Men commonly fet forth the % tof- 
ments of hell by fire* and the ex- 
tremity of corporal afflictions, and 
defcribe hell in the fame method" 
that Mahomet doth heaven.* This 
indeed makes a noife, and drums itt 
popular ears : but if this betherter- 

; rible ' 
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riblc piece thereof, it is not wor- 
thy to ftand in diameter with hca~ 
ven* whofe happine(5 confifts in 
that part that is bell able to com- 
prehend it, that immortal efTcnce, 
that trnnflated divinity and colony 
f God, the foul* Surely tho' wo . 

re hell under earth, the 'devil's 
svalk and purlieu U about it j men 
I'peak too popularly who place it 
in thofe flaming mountains, which 
to grower apprchenfions reprefent 
hell. The heart of _ man is the 
place rhe devil dwells in : I feel 
lb me times a hell within myfelf : 
Lucifer keeps his court within mjf 
Weaft, Legion is revived in me. 
There ore as many hell* as * An- 
axagoras conceited worlds ; there 
was more than one hell in Magda- 
len, when there were feyen devils ; 
forc^crv devil ii an hell unto him- 
tell : he hold:- enough of torture m 
wn pln p and need* not the ml- 
oJ arcumfcrcncc to afflict him. 
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And -thus a diftrafted conference 
here, is a fhadow or irttrodudtiori 
unto hell hereafter. Who can but 
pity the merciful intention of thofe 
hands that do.deftroy themfelves ? 
Tke devil* were it in his power 
would do the like; which being 
impoflible his miferies are ehdlefs, 
.and he fuffers nloft in that attribute 
wherein he is impaffible, his im- 
mortality. . 

sectI l\i v 

I thank Qod, and* with joy I 
mention it, I was never afraid of 
hell,, nor jiever grew pale at. the 
defcription of that place ; I h?tve fo 
fixed my contemplations on hea- 
ven, that I have almoft forgot the 
idea of hell, and am afraid rather 
to lofe the joys of the one than en- 
dure the mifery of the other; to 
be deprived of them is a perfeft 
hell, and needs, met&inks, no ad- 
dition to compleat our afflictions ; 
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that terrible term hath never dc* 
tained me from fin, nor do I owe 
ny good action to the name there- 
of: I fear God, yet am not afraid 
of him ; his mercies make me a- 
fliamcd of my fms, before hit judi- 
cata make ine afraid thereof: 
e are the forced and fecondary 
hods of his wtfdom, which he 
ufeth but a : i the latt remedy, and 
upon provocation ; n courfe rather 
to deter the wipked, than indie 
the virtuous to his worihig* I can 
hardly think there was evei :uiy 
feared into heaven ; they go the 
falrert way to heaven, that would 
c God without a hell; other 
enaries that crouch unto him 
fear of hell, though they term 
mfelves the fcrvants, art* indeed 
the (laves of the Almighty. 

SECT, Lnir 
ml to be uur, .mJ i 
jl 1 liirvcy tlic ocean e 
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my life, and call into account the 
iiger of God, I can perceive no- 
thing but an abyfs and mafs of mer- 
cies, either in general to mankind, 
or in particular to myfelf ; and whe- 
ther out of the prejudice of my af- 
fection, or an inverting and partial 
conceit of his mercies, I know not; 
but thole things which others term 
croflcs, affliftions, judgments, mi£ 
fortunes, to me who enquire far- 
ther into them than their vifible ef- 
fects, they both appear, and in c- 
vent have ever proved, the fecret 
and dirtembled favours of his af- 
on. It is a lingular piece of 
to apprehend truly, and 
out paflion> the works of God, 
lb well to diftinguilh his ju- 
I from his mercy, as no a t to 
.c ihofc noble attributes; yet 
likewife anhoncft piece of lo- 
fo to difpute apd argue the 
roceedings of God, as to diltin- 
uilb even his ]udtfft>ents into mer- 
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cics* For God id merciful unco all, 
becaufe better to the worft than 
the heft deferve^ and to fay he pa- 
ni/hcth none in this world, iho* it 
be a paradox, h no abfurdity. To 
one that hath committed murder, 
if the judge fhould only ordain 
tine, it were roadnefe to call this* 
puniihrnau, and to repine at the 
ientencc, rather than admire 
clemency of the judge* Thus 
offrncci being mortal , and deferv 
ing not only death, but damnation, 
\( the goodneis of God fcc conten 
to travel iV ftfid pots thetn over with 
a lofs, misfortune, or difeafe; what 
frenzy were it to term this a pu- 
niihrnent, rather than an extremi- 
ty of mercy, and to groan under 
the rod of his judgment;, rather 
than admire the fcepter of his mer- 
7 therefore to adore, honour, 
d admire him, i* a debt of grati- 
tude: due from the obligation of our 
nature, (late?, and conditions; add 
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with thefe thoughts, he that knows 
them beft will not deny that I a- 
tiore him ; That I obtain heaven, 
andahe blifs thereof, is accidental, 
and not the intended work of my. 
devotion, it being a felicity I caa 
neither think todeferve, nor fearce 
in mc>defty to expeft. For thefe 
two ends of us all, either a;s rewards 
or punifhments, are mercifully or* 
dained and difpfoportionally difpo£- 
ed unto bur anions, the one being 
fo far beyond our deferts, the Ga- 
ther To inftnitly below our , de«gr 
nYerits. ; 

. SECT. LIV. V 
There is no falvation to thofe; 
that believe not 'in Chrift ; thar is, ' x 
fay fome, fince his nativity, ancft 
as divinity affirmeth, before alfo|- 
which makes me much apprehend*" 
the end of thofe honeft worthies 
and philofophers who 'dyed before, 
his incarnation. * It is hard to 
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place thofe fouls in hell whole 
worthy lives do teach virtue on 
earth: methinks, araongil thofe 
many fa bdi villous of -hcU; thpre I 
micht have been one linibj left 
fur thefe ; what ,a fira uffit vitipyi 
will ii be to fee Their poctu I 
fictions converted into verities, and 
their imagined and fancied furies 
into real devil 3 ? How Itrange to 
theoi will found the hlftory of A* 1 
d;im, when they Ihall faifcr for him 
rhey never heard of? When they 
who derive their genealogy, from 
the goda, (hail know they are the 
unhappy iffae of finfu! man? it U 
en inlolcnt pan of reaf.*n to con- 
trovert the works of God, or que- 
flion the jullicc of Uw proceed- 
ings ; could humility teacji otben, 
as? it hath instructed rne 9 ro oon- 
tempi utc ihc intinite And intom- 
preheniiblc dittaJKe hecwiXI tfee 
(Jtcatur and the errmurr. or < I i *-l 
tvefrr* J pci pi M, l ihwi uiie r 
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of St. Paul \ Shall the vetfel fay to 
the potter 9 Why hajl thou made me 
thus? it would prevent thefe arro- 
gant difputes of reafon, nor would 
we argue the definitive fentence of 
Gbdj either to heaven or hell. Men 
that live according to - the right 
rule and law of reafon, live but in 
their own kind, as beafts do in 
theirs; who juftly .obey the,pre- 
fcfipt of their natures ; and. there- 
fore cannot reafonably demand a 
reward of their aftions, as only o- 
beying the natural dictates of thejr 
reafon. ^It will therefore, and rauft 
at, laft appear, that all falvatioh h 
thro 9 Ghrift ; . which verity I fear 
thefe great examples of virtue mufl 
confirm *, and make it good, how 
the perfe&eft actions of earth have 
no title or claim unto heaven. 

SECT. 

a Rom. be. ao. 
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SECT. LV\ 
Nor truly do I think the live* 
of thefe or of any other were ever 
correspondent, or in all points con- 
formable unto their doftrin«* It 
is evident that * Ariftotle tranl- 
lied the rule of hi* own ethicks: 
"he Stoicks who condemn paflion, 
and command a man to laugh in 
Phalaris'K bull, could not endure 
without a groan a fit of the ft one 
or cholkk. f The Scqnicks, that 
affirmed they knew nothing, even 
in thai opinion confute tbemfelvcs, 
and thought they knew more than 
all the world belide. Diogenes I 
void to be the moft vain glorious* 
lan of his time, and more ambiti- 
refuting all honours thsm 
ider in rejecting none. \ ice 
id the devil putting a fallacy upor 
our reatbns, and provoking us tot 
haftily to run from it, entangle and 
link m deeper into it* * TheDuL 
of Venice, who weds himfdf unto 

the 
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not an c&ly ] 
tangle ourfch 
or web of (in 



the lea by a ring of gold, 1 will 
not accuie of prodigality, becaufe 
it is a folemftity of good ufe and 
confequertce in theftate: fBut the 
phUofopher who threw his money 
into the lea to avoid avarice, was 
a notorious prodigal. There is no 
roa<L of ready way to virtue ; is 
int of art to difen- 
; from this riddle, 
To perfect virtue, 
p religion, there is required 
opiia, or compleat armour, that 
iUt vvc lye at clofe ward againft 
one yke, we may not lye opec 
to another : And indeed wifer did 
cretioiiSji that have the thread of 
red't^pto conduct them, otfend 
out a pardon ; whereas wcak- 
ads may flumble without djf- 
nour. There go fo many cir- 
ilances to piece tip on§ goo* 
action, that it is a leflbn to be goodjj 
and we are forced to be virtuous 
Ipy the book. Again, the practice 
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of men holds not an equal pace, 
yea, and often runs counter to their 
theory : We naturally know what 
is good, but naturally purfue what 
is evil* The rhctorick wherewith 
I perfuade another cannot perfuade 
myfelf : There is a depraved appe- 
tite in us, that will with patience 
hear the learned inftrudtions of rea- 
fon; but yet perform no farther 
hzti agrees to its own irregular 
amour. In brief, we all are mojt- 
flers, that is, a compofition of mail 
and beaft ; wherein wc muft endea- 
vour to be as the poets fancy that 
wife man * Chiron, that is to have 
he region of man above that of 
Baft, and fenfe to fit but at the 
feet of reafon. Laftly, 1 do defire 
with God that all, but yet affirm 
with men that few, fliall know (al- 
vation ; that the bridge is narrow, 
he paffage ftrait unto Kfe ; yet 
ofc who do confine the church 
of God either to particular nati- 
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ons, churches, or families f have 
made it far narrower than our Sa- 
viour ever meant ft. 

SECT. LVL 
The vulgar judgments that wrap 
the church of God in Strabo's cloak 
and reftrain it unto Europe, feem 
to me as bad geographers as Alex- 
ander, who thought he had con- 
quered all the world when he had 
not fubdued the half of any part 
thereof: For, we cannot deny the 
church of God both in Afia and Ar 
frica, if we do not forget the pere- 
grinations of the apofties, the death 
of the martyrs, the feffions of ma- 
ny, and, even in our reformed judg- 
ment, lawful councils held in thofe 
parts in the minoritie and non-ag 
of oars; nor maft a few differences, 
more remarkable in the eyes of 
man than perhaps in the judgment 
of God, excommunicate from hea- 
ven one another, much iefs tha 

tho 
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thofe chriftiane who are in a man- 
ner all martyrs, maintaing their 
faith in the noble way of perfecuti- 
on, and ierving God in the fire ; 
whereas we honour him but in the 
fun/bine. *Tis true we all 4iold there 
is a number of ele<5t and many to 
to be faved, yet take our opinions 
together, and, from the confufi- 
on thereof, there will be no fuch 
thing as falvation, nor fhall any 
one be laved ; for firft the church 
of Rome condemneth us, we like- 
wife them ; the fub-reformifts and 
fe&aries fen ten ce the do&rine of 
our church as damnable, the a- 
tomift, or familift reprobates all 
thefe, and all thefe them again. 
Thus whilft the mercies of God dofii 
promife us heaven, our conceits 
and opinions exclude us from that 
place. There mult be therefore 
more than one St. Peter; particu- 
lar churches and fefts nfurp the 
gates of heaven and turn the key 
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againft each. other; jmc Uhus we gq ^ 
to^heaven ag ainft' each others w ills^ £ 
conceits aii3 opinions, and, wittK> 
as much uncharity as ignorafice,^ 
do err I fear in points, not only J 
of our own, but one, another's fel- 
vation. ^ 

, SECT. LVI1. > 

I believe many are faved who to 
man fcem . reprobated, and * many 
are reprobated, who, in the opini- 
on and fentence of man, ftand e- 
lected: their will appear at the laft 
day, ftrange, and unexpected ex- 
amples, both of his juftice ajid his 
mercy; and therefore to define ei- 
ther, is folly in man, and infol^ncy, 

rcn in the devils : thofe acute and 
and fubtile fpirits, in all their faga- 
city, can hardly divine who fhall 
be faved, which if they could pro- ' 
gnoftick,their labour were at an end ; 
nor need they compafs the earth, 
leeking whom they may devour* 

• Thofe 
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Thofe who, upon a rigid applica- 
tion of the law, lenience Solomon 
unto damnation, condemn not on- 
ly him, l ii mfolyd s, and the whole 
world ; for by the letter, and writ- 
ten word of God, we are without 
exception in the ftate of death ; 
bur there is a prerogative of God, 
and an arbitrary pleafure above the 
letter of his own law, by which 2- 
lone we can pretend unto falvation, 
and thro* which folomon might be 
as eafily favod -as thol e who con - 
demn him. A *^«~y <7i/*+*^^ f 

SECT, Lvni. 

The number of thofe who pre- 
end unto tklvation, and thofe infU 
ite fwarms who rhinkto pafs thro* 
eye of this needl e, have much a- 
itlme- That name, and compel- 
lation of little (lock, doth not com- 
rt but dejeft my devotion, efpeci* 
when I refleft upon mine oW» 
ortbiuefs, w herein, according to 
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my humble apprehenfions, I am 

r below them all. I believe there 
I fhall never be an anarchy in hea- 
ven, but as thers are hierarchies a-* 
monft the angels, fo fhall there be 
• degrees of priority amongft the 
. faints. Yet is it ( J proteft) be- 
yond my ambition to afpire unto 
the firft ranks, my defires only are, 
arid I fhall be happy therein, ttp he 

Lb ut the laft man, a nd brinf* np thf* 
r ear in hea ven/ 

Again, I am confident, and fully 
perfwaded, yet dare not take my 
oath of my falvation; I am as it, 
were fure, and do believe, without 
all doubt, that there is fuch a city 
as Conftantinople, yet for me to j 
take my oath thereon, were a kind 
of perjury, becaufe I hold no infal- 
lible warrant from tny own fenfe j 
to confirm me in the certainty 
thereof. And truly, tho* many pre- 
tend 



elicio Medici. 155 

end an abfolure certainry of their 
falvation, yet when an humble foul 
/hall contemplate her own unwor- 
thinefs, Lhe iliall meet with many 
doubts, and fuddenly find how little 
we (land in need of the precept of 
St. ^Paiit * % *W<trkwt yayr oiunjahation 
n>iih fear and trembling. That which 
*s the caufeof my eledtion, I hold to 
wS the caufe of my falvation, which 
was the mercy, and beneplacit of 
God, before I was, or the founda- 
tion of the world. Before Abraham 
was r I AM * 9 is the faying of Cbrift, 
yet it is true in foroe fenfc if 1 fey 
it of myfelf, foi; I was not only be- 
fore myfelf, but Adam \ that is in *V 
jbe idea of God, and the decree of * 
hat fynod hold from all eternity* 
And in this fenfe, I fay, the world 
was before the creation, and at an 
end before it had a beginning ; and 

thus was I dead before I was alive*- 

'Jho 1 



• Philp* u. 12, 
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tho> my grave be in England,, my 
dying place was in paradife, and 
Eve foiifcarried of tiid befofe ftid 
conceiv'd pf Caih. 

SECT- LX, 

* Infolent zealots, that 'do decfy 
good works arid rely only upon 
faith, take not away merit: for de-> 
pending upon the efiic&cy of their 
faith,, they enforce the condition 
of God, and in a ttiof e fophirtical 
way do feem to challenge heaven f 
It Was decreed by God, that dnly 
thofe that lapt in the water like 
dogs fhould have the honour to de- 

' deftroy the Midianites j yet could 

* none of thofe jtiftly challenge^ or 
imagine he deferved that honour 
thereupon. I do not deny, but that 
true faith, and fudi &s God re- 
quires, is not only a mark or token, 
but alfo a means of our falvation; 
but where to find this, is as obfcure 
to me, as my laft end.^ And if 

*fltrc»»Mtf <«3utU \*r our 
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ur Saviour could object unto his 
own difeiples, and favourites, a 
faith, that, to the quantity of a 
grain of milliard feed, is able to 
remove mountains ; farcly that 
which weboaft of is not any thing, 
or at the leall, but a remove from 
nothing* This is the tenor of my 
clief, wherein, tho* there be ma- 
y things fingufar, and to the hu- 
mour of my irregular felf, yet* if 
they fquare not with maturcr judg- 
ments I diftlaini them, and do no 
further father them than the learn- 
ed and belt judgements fhall author 
rizc them* 



The 
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The Second Part* 

SECT- L 

NOW for that other virtue of 
charity, without which faith 
is a meer notion, and of no exifl> 
ence, I have ever endeavoured to^ 
nourifh the merciful difpofition; 
and humane inclination I borrow- 
ed from my parents, and regulate 
it to the written and prefcribed 
laws of charity ; and if I jhoid the 
true anatomy of myfelf, I am deli- 
neated and naturally framed to fuch 
a piece of virtue: for Tarn of a 
conftitujion fo general, that it con-' 
• forts, and fympathizeth with all 
things ; I have no antipathy, or 
rathe r idio^fyncrafy, in dyet, hu-* 
m our, air, or in arty thing; I wonder 
not at the French, for their difhes 
of frogs, fnails and toadftools, nor 
at the Jews for locufts and grafs- 

hoppers j 



hoppers ; but being amongft them, 
make them my common viands ; 
and 1 find they agree with my (to 
rnach as well as theirs. I could 
digeft a falad gathered in a church* 
yard, as well as in a garden. I 
cannot ftart at the prefence of a 
ferpent, fcorpion, lizard, or fala- 
mander : at the fight of a toad, or 
viper, I find in me no defire to take 
up a ftone to deflroy them* 1 feel 
not in myfelf thofe common an- 
tipathies that I can a is cover in 0- 
thers: Thofe national repugnances 
► do not touch me, nor do I behold 
with prejudice the French* Italian, 
aniard, or Dutch ; but where I 
their a&ions in balance with 
ray countrymens, 1 honour, love, 
and embrace them in the fame de- 
gree. I was born in the eighth cli- 
mate, but feems to be framed for, 
and conflellated unto all : 1 am no 
plant that will not profper out o£ a 
garden* All places, all airs make 



wito ffie one country 3 I an* in En- 
gland every where, and under any 
meridian j I have been fhip wrecks 
yet am not in enmity, with the fea 
or winds 5 I can ftudy* play, or j 
iwtHf^ fleejg in aiempejli In brief, I am a* * 
from nothing ; my confidence |[ 
^^^would give me the lye if I ftould ^ 
\ * abfolutely deteft of hate any o 

i^^«ffence but the devil, orfpatleaft j 
•^\el^sbhor any thing but that we might 
;^f^come to compofition* If there £ 
^^5^be anything among thofe com- 
•-v^^ pon obje£b of hatred I, do con- 
, ? temn and laugh at,, it is that great 
enemy of reafon> virtue and reli- ^ 
gion, the multitude ; that nume- J*^ 
rous piece of monftrofity, which • v 
taken afunder feem men, and the ^ 
reafonable creatures oif God ; but 
confufed together, make but one 
great beaft, and a monftrofity more 
prodigious than Hydra: it is no 
breach of charity to call thefe fools; 
it h the ftyle all holy writers have 
£ - > • «affoirded • 



LIQIO 

Forded tliem, let dosvn by Solo* 
mon in canonical feripture, and a 
point of our faich to believe lu* 
Neither in the name of multitude 
do 1 ouly incjude the ball' and 
meaner fort of people; there is a 
rabble even arnongA the gentry f a 
fort nf plebeian heads* whofe fan- 
move* with the feme wheel aa 
iefe; men in the lame level with 
mccbaiijcka, tho' thar fortunes do 
lame what gild their infirmities, and 
I purler compound for their 
c^Ue&t But as Lii carting account, 
luce or four men together cone 
in rcfpeA of one man placed 
himfclf below them; la neither 
are a troop of thefe jgfionnt Do- 
idos f of that true fcflecm and va- 
lue, as many a forlorn perfoo, whofe 
c ondition JutLi p lji:e hjnl Wglo w 
tbeirieeti Let us (peak like poti- 
uuarn* there is a nobility without 
heraldry, a natural dignity, wbn< • 
by one man \$ ranked with flfln- 
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ther, another filed before him, ac- 
cording to the cpality of his de- 
fert, and pre-eminence of his good 
parts. Though the corruption of 
thefe times, and the bias of pre- 
fent pra6kice wheal another way, 
thus, it -was m the firft and primi- 
tive commonwealths, and is yet in 
the integrity and cradle of well-or- 
dered polities, titt corruption getting 
ground, ruder defires labouring af- 
ter that which wifer confiderations 
contemn; every one had a liberty* 
to ariiafs and heap up riches, andF 
thefe a licenfe or faculty to do or 
purchafe any thing* 

SECT. II. - / 
This general and indifferent fern* 
per of mine, doth more nearly dif- 
pofe me to this noble, virtue. It 
is a happinefs to be born and fra*- 
med unto virtue, and to grow up 
from the feeds of nature, rather 
than the inoculation and forced 

griffs 
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graffs of education ; yet if we are 
directed only by our particular na- 
tures, and regulate our inclinations 
by no higher rule than that of our 
reafons, we are but moraliits ; divi- 
nity will ilill call us Heathens* 
Therefcre this great work of cha- 
rity, mull have other motives, ends 
and impulfions : I give no alms to 
iatisfy the hunger of my brother, 
but to fulfil and accomplish the 
will and command of my God ; I 
draw not my purfe for his fake that 
demands it, but his that enjoin- 
ed it ; t relieve no man upon the 
rhetorick of his own miferies, to 
content mine own commiferating 
dilpofition, for this is ftill but mo- 
ral charity, and an aft that owetn 
more to paffion than reafon. He 
that relieves another upon the bare 
fuggeftion and bowels of pity, doth 
not this fo much for his fake, as 
for his own : for by companion 
we n\akc another's milery our own, 

i 
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and fo by relieving them, [we re-* 
lieve ourfelves alfo. It is as erro- 
neous a conceit to redrefs other 
mens misfortunes upon the com- 
mon confideration of merciful na- 
tures, that it may be one day our 
own cafe ; for this is a firiifter and 
politick kind.of charity, whereby we 
feem to befpeak the pities of men, 
on the like'occafions : {and truly I 
have obferved that thoie profeljed 
Eleemolynaries, tho' in a croud or 
multitude, do yet direct and place 
? their petitions or\ a few. and fele<3> 
ed perfons there is furely a phy* 
fiognomy, which thofe experienr 
ced and mafter mendicants obferve, 
whereby they inftantly difcover a 
merciful afpeft, pnd will fmgle out 
a face, wherein they fpy the figna? 
tures and marks of mercy ; for there 
are myftically in our faces certain 
characters which carry in them the 
piotto of our fouls, wherein he • 
that cannot rec^ A, B, C, mzy read 
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our natures. I hold moreover that 
there is a phytogn 01 ( , *»r phyii- 
ognomy, not only of men, but of 
plant? and vegetables ; and in eve- 
ry one of them* Tome outward fi^ 
gurcs which hang an figos or badges 
of their inward forms* The fingc 
of God hath left m inferipcion 
on all his works, not graphical 01 
compofed of letters, but of thci 
fevend forms, confticmions, ports 
aod operations, which a ptly join* 
ed together do make one word that 
doth expieft their natures*. By theft 
letters Cod calls rhe flare by the 
names, and by this alphabet Adj 
culigncd to every creature a nar 
to its nature. Now there 
ics thejtc characters in out- 
faces, certain myfhcaJ tigurcs in OX 

ids, which 1 date nor call metr 
dailies, ftrokes, ,/ £ vtffe*, or at 
r^ndurn* bccaulc delineated by a 
:iU, that ncv\jr work* in wSi , 
bei'cof I take more particular 

■ 1 
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notice, becsmfe I Tarry that in 
mine' own hand, which I could 
never read of, nor difcover in a- 
nother. Ariftotle, I confer in his 
acute, find Angular book of phy- 
liognomy, hath made no mention 
of Chirdmancy, yet I believe the 
Egyptains, who were more &ddi<3> 
ed to thofe abftrufe and myftkal fci- 
ehces, had a knowledge therein* 
to which thofe vagabond and couh-* 
terfeit Egyptians did after pretehd, 
and perhaps retained a few corrupt- 
ed principles, which fometknes 
might verify their prognpfticks. 

It is the common wonder of all 
men, how among fo many millions 
of faces, there fhould be none alike t 
now on the contrary, I wonder as 
. much how there fhould be ahyj he 
that fhall confider how many thou? 
fand feveral words have been c^re^ 
lefsly and without ftudy compofed 
out of twenty^four letters; withall 
how many hundred lines there are 

tg 
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to be drawn in the fabrick of one 
man, fhall eafily find that this vari- 
ety is neceflary : and it will be very 
hard that they fliall lb concur as 
to make one portrait like another. 
Let a painter carelefsly limn out a 
million of faces, and you Xhall find 
them all different; yea let him have 
his copy before him, yet after all 
his art there will remain a fenfible 
diftinftion ; for the pattern or ex- 
ample of every thing is the per- 
fected in that kind, whereof wc 
(till come fhort, tho* we tranfcend 
or go beyond it ; becaufc herein it. 
is wide and agrees not in all points 
to its copy» Nor . doth the fi- 
ilitude of creatures difparage the 
variety of nature, nor any way 
confound the works of God. For 
even in things alike, there is diver- 
fitie, and thofe that do feem to ac- 
cord, do manifeftly difagrec. And 
thus is man like God, for in the 
fame things that we referable him* 
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we arc utterly different from him* 
There was never any thing fo like 
another, as in all points to con-* 
cur ; there will ever fome referved 
difference flip in* to prevent the i- 
dentity, without which, two fe->* 
veral things would not be alike, 
but the fame, which is impoffibler) 



But to return from philofophy to 
charity: I hold not fo narrow a 
conceit of this virtue as to con* 



be charitable, or think a piece of 
liberality can comprehend the* to* 
tal of charity* Divinity hath wife- 
ly divided the act thereof into ma- 
ny branches, and hath taught us 
in this narrow way, many, paths 
unto godnefs ; as many ways as we 
may do good, fo many ways we 
may be charitable ; there are infirmi- 
ties* not only of body, but of foul, 
and fortunes, which do require the 
*^o/i*cju *f htoMtwt 6ck««u-mercifall 




S£CT. IIL 



ceive that to give alms, is only to 
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merciful hand of our abilities* 1 
cannot condemn a man fpr his ig- 
norance but behold him with as 
much pity as I do for Lazarus. It 
is no greater chanty to c loath his 
body, than cover the nakcdnefs.of 
his foul. 1c is an honourable ob-*A 
je£t to fee the reafons of other men 
wear our liveries, and their borrow- J 
ed undcrltandings do homage to 
the bounty of ours. It is the 
cheapeft way of beneficence, and 
like the,naturall charity of the fun 
illuminates another without obfeur- 
ing itfeif: To be a fcrub and nig- 
gard in this part of goodnefs, is 
e fordideft piece of covetoufnefs, 
and more contemptible than pecu* 
niary avarice. To thisjf as calling 
inyfelf a fcholar ) I am obliged by 
the duty of m^cimdirioji : I make 
not therefore my head a grave, but 
a trcafurc of knowledge ; I intend 
ttaonopoiy, but a community in 
rning ; 1 fhidy not for jny own 
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fake only, but for theirs that ftudy 
not for themfelves. I envy no 
man that knows more than myfelf, 
but pity them that know lei's. I 
„ inftruct no man as an exercife of 
my knowledge, or with an intent 
5 rather to nourifli and keep it alive 
"in mine own head, than beget and 
propagate it in his: and in the 
midft of all my endeavours there 
is but one thought that dejecta 
mc, that my acquired parts mull 
perirtt with myfelf, nor can be 
bequeathed unto my honoured 
friends. I cannot fall out or con- 
temn a man for an error, or con- 
ceive why a difference in opinion 
fhould divide an affection : for con- 
troverftes, difputes, and argumen- 
tations, both in philofophy, an 
m divinity, if they meet with dif- 
creet and peaceable natures, do not 
infringe the lawes of charity: in 
all difputes fo much as there is c 
paflion, fo much there is of no 

^«*wrHt^JK/fl^> -^ **** 
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thing to the purpofe; for then rea- 
ibn, like a bad hound fpends, upon 
a Talfe fcent, and forfokes the que- 
ftion firft darted. And this is one 
reafon why controverfies are never 
determined, for tho' they be amply 
propofed, thef are fearce at all hand- 
led, they are fo fvvelled with untie* 
cefTary digreflions ; and the paren- 
thefis on th e party , is often as large; 
is the main difcourfe upon the 
fubjeil. The foundations of reli- 
gion are already eftablifhed, and 
"the principles of falvation fubferib- 
ed unto by all ; there remains not 
many controverfies worth a pafliofi, 
and yet never any difputed wit! 
out, not only in divinity, but in 
infeiour arts : What * a 

and hot ikirmirti is betwixt 
S. and T. in Lucian ? how * doth 
grammarians hack and flafh for the 
genitive cafe in Jupiter ? How d< 
th&y break their own pates to lave 

that 

• Whether low qr Jupitcrfo 
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that of Prifctan ? S: foret interns^ rfc 
'<jv/ Dtrmocritvs. Yea, .even among 
wifer militants, how many wounds 
have been given, and bj^Heft flaln 
for the poor victory of an opinion 

I of a diltin&U 
3 of pqacc, they 
their tongues 

her, and give a 
I had 



or beggarly eonquei 
on? Scholars are mei 
bear no armcs, btir 
rc iharper than , 



inucr 



ither 



* 



nd in the fliock of a bafi- 
asn in the fury of a mercilefs 
It is not meer zeal to learn- 
ing* or devotion to the mufes, that 
wifer princes patronize th<* am, 
and carry an indulgent afpedt unto 
but a deJlre to have their 
ames eternized by the memory of 
~«lr writings, and a far of the 
revengefal pen of facceediftgages: 
for thefe are the men, that when 
Key have played their parts, and 
have had their exits, nluft ftep out 
and give the moral of their fcenei 
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and deliver unto poller ity an in- 
ventory of their virtues and vices. 
And furely there goes a great deal 
of conference to the compiling of 
anhiftory, there is no reproach^ 
he fcandal of *a itory ; It is hich ait 
uthentick kind of falfehood that 
with authority belies our good** 4 * 4 *' 
names to all nations and pofterity. 

SECT. IV. 
There h another offence unto 
charity, which no author hath j>- 
ver written of,and few taken notice 
of # and that's the reproach, not of 
whole • profeflions, my fieri es and 
conditions, but of whole nations, 
wherein by opprobrious epithets 
we mifcall each other, and by an 
uncharitable logick from a diipofi- 
rion in a few conclude a habit in all. 



he mulin Anglois, ct lc bravachc FJcoflbif I 
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St. Paul 1 that calls the Cretians li- 
ars, doth it but indirectly, and up- 
on quotation of their own poet* 
* It is as bloody a thought in one 
way, as Nero's was in another. 
For by a word we wound a thou- 
fand, and at one blow aflaflm the 
honour of a Nation. It is as corn- 
pleat a piece of madnefs to mifcai 
and rave againft the times, or think 
to recal men to reafon, by a fit of 
paifion. Democritus, that thought 
to laugh* the times into goodnefs, 
fee ms tome as deeply hyponchon- 
driack, as Heraclitus that bewailed 
them ; it -moves not my ipleen to 
behold the multitude in their pro- 
er humours, that is, in their fits 
F folly and madnefs, as well un- 
demanding that wifdom is not pro- 
t^faned unto the world, and 'tis the 
privilege of a few to be virtuous. 
They that endeavour to abolifh vice 
dellroy alio virtue j for contraries, 

though 
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though they deftroy one another, 
are yet the life of one another. 
Thus virtue (abolifh vice) is an i- 
dca ; again, the community of (in 
doth not difparage goodnefe ; for , A 
when vice gains upon the major 
part, virtue, in whom it remains, 
becomes more excellent, and being 
oft in fome, multiplies it$ good- 
ncfs in others which remain un- 
touched, and perfifts intire in the 
general inundation* 1 can there- 
fore behold vice without a fatyr^ 
content only* with an admonitit 
on, or inftrultivc reprehenfion ; for 
noble natures, and fuch as are ca- 
pable of goodnels, are railed into 
vice, that might as eafily bfe admo-j 
niihed into virtue ; and vve flioula 
be all fo far the orators of good- 
nefs, as to prote<5t her from the 
povver of vice, and maintain the 
ufe of injured truth. No man 
juftly cenfure or condemn an- 
er, becaufe indeed no 
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ly knows another* This I perceive 
fi myfelf, fur 1 am ip the dark to 
11 the wurld, and my neareft friends 
behold me but in a cloud, thole 
that know me but fuperficially, 
think lets of me than I do of my- 
lllf; thole* of my near acquaintance 
think more i God f who truly knows 
me, knows that 1 sun nothing; for 
he only beholds me and all the 
world, who looks not on us thro* a 
derived ray, or a trajeftion of a 
f culible f pecies, but beholds the 
f.ihlbnce^witbout the helps of ac- 
cidents, and the forms of things, 
as we their operations- Further, 
no man can judge another, betaulb 
no man knows himfelf; for we cen- 
mt others but as they difagr6e 
om that humour which we fan- 
y laudable in ourlelves, and com* 
lend others but for that wherein 
they fcem to quadrate and confent 
with us. So that in eondufion, 
al! is but that we all condemn, 



I 
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fclf-love. 'Tis the general com- 
plaint of thefe times, and perhaps 
of thofe part, that charity grows 
cold ; which I perceive raoft veri- 
fied in thofe which molt do mani- 
feft the fires and flames of ^eal ; for 
it is a virtue that bell agrees with 
coldeft natures, and fuch as are com- 
plexioned for humility : But how 
lhall we expe<5t charity towards o- 
thers, when we are uncharitable to 
ourfelves I Char ity begins at home, 
is the voice of the world, yet is e~ 
very man his great eft enemy, and 
as ii were, his own executioner. 
Non occldcs, is the commandment of 
God, yet fcarce obferved by any 
man : for I perceive every man is \ 
his own atropi, and lends a hand/ 
to cut the thread of. his own days. U 
Cain was not therefore the firlt / 
murderer, hut Adam , who brought I 
in death ; whereof he beheld the * 
pra&ice and example In his own 
ion Abel, and faw that verified in 
Z the 
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the experience of another ; which' 
faith could not perfuade him of in 
the theory of hknfelf* , 

SECT. V. 
There, is I tl^ink no man that ap^ 
prehends his own miferies lefs than 
myfelf, and.no man that fa neatly 
apprehends ; ano thers* 1 4 could lofe 
an arm without a tear, and with 
few groans, methinks, be quartered 
into pieces; yet can I weep moft 
ferioufly at a play, and receive 
faith a true paflion, the counterfeit 
griefs of thofe known and profefs- 
ed impoffares. It is a barbarous 
part of inhuriifinity to add , unto 
any afflicted party's mifery, .or en-^ 
deavour to ntyltiply in any man, a 
paflion, whofe fingle nature is al- 
ready above his patience ; this was 
the greateft affliction of Job, and 
thofe oblique expoftulations of his 
friends a deeper injury than the 
'down right blows of the devil. It 
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is not the tears of our own eyes 
only, but of our friends alio, that 
do exhauft the current of our for- 
r,ows, which falling into many 
ftreams, run more peaceably, and 
is contented with a narrower chan- 
nel. It is an a£fc within the power 
of chanty, to tranflate a paflion 
out of one breaft into another, and 
to divide a forrow almoft out of it- 
Jclf ; for an affliction like a dimen- 
fion may be fo divided, as if not 
indivifibk, at leaft to become in 
Jenfible. Now with my friend I 
defire not to (hare or participate 
but to engrofs his forrows, iha 
by making them mine own, I may 
n\pre eafily difcufs them ; for in 
mine own reafon, and within my- 
felf I can command that, which I 
cannot ^ueatwTthout myfclf, and 
within the circle of another* X 
have often thought thefe noble pairs 
and examples of friendfliip not fo 
truly hittories of what had be 
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as fictions of what fhould.be, but I 
now perceive nothing in th&n, 
but poffibilities, nor any thing in 
the heriock examples of Damon 
and. Pythias, Achilles and Patro- 
clus, which methinks upon fome 
grounds I could not perform with* 
in the narrow compafs of myfelf. 
' That a man fhould lay down his 



vulgar affe&ions, and fuch as' con- 
fine themfelves within that worldly ' 
principle* charity begins ajt home. 
For mine own part I could never re- 
member the relations I held unto 
myfelf, nor the refpeft that I owe 
unto mine own nature, in the caufe 
of God, my country, and my friends. 
Next to thefe three, I do embrace 
myfelf; T confefs I do not obfeive 
that order that the fchoois or- 
dain our affeftiohs, to love our 
parents, wives, children, arid then 
our friends, for excepting the in- 
junctions of religion, I do not find 



life for his friend, feems ftrange to 
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in myfelf fuch a necefTary and indif- 
foluble Sympathy to all thofe of 
my blood, 1 hope I do not breal 
the fifth commandment, if I con- 
ceive I may love my friend before 
the neareifc of my blood, even thole 
to whom I owe the principles of 
life ; Fneyer y et call a true affeft - 
tion on a woman, but I have loved 
my friend as I do virtue, my foul, 
my God, From hence me thinks 
I do conceive how God loves man, 
what ha ppinefs there is in the love 
of God. Emitting all others, there ~ 
are^three moft myftieal unions, 
two natures in one perfon; three 
perfons in one nature ; one foul in 
two bodies. For tho* indeed they 
be really divided, yet are they Co 
united, as they feem but one, and 
make rather a duality than two di~ 
ftinft fouls. 
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SECT- VI. 
There are wonders in true affe&i- 
on, ij is a body of enigmas, my- 
ileries and riddles, wherein two lb 
become one, as they both become 
two ; 1 love my friend before my^ 
felf, and yet met h inks I do not love 
him enough ; fome few -months 
hence my multiplied afle<5tion will 
make me believe I have not loved 
him at all ; when I am from him, I 
am dead till 1 be with him ; when 
1 am with him, lam not Satisfied, 
but would ftill be nearer him : uni 
ted fouls are not fatisfied with em- 
braces, but defire to be truly each 
Other, which being impoflible, their 
defircs are infinite, and mult pn>~ 
ceed without a poffibility of fatif- 
faftion. Another mtfery there is 
in affection, that whom we truly 
love like our own f we forget their 
looks, nor can our memory retain 
the tdea'Of their faces; and it is n 
Wonder, for they arc ourfclves, and 

our 



Religio Medici. 183 

our affedtions make their looks our 
own. This noble afFecYton fells not 
on vulgar and common conftituti- 
ons, but on fuch as are marked for 
virtue ; he that can love his friend 
with this noble ardour, will in a- 
competent degree aSeft all. Now 
if we can bring our atfeftions to 
look beyond the body, and call an 
eye upon the foul, we have found 
out the true object, not only of 
friendflup but charity ; and the 
greateil happinefa that we can be- 
queath the foul, is that wherein we 
all do place our ialt felicity, falva- 
tion, which tho' it be not in our 
power to beftow, it is in our cha- 
rity, and pious invocations to dc- 
firc, if not procure. And further, I 
cannot contentedly frame a prayer 
for myfelf in particular, without a 
catalogue for my friends, nor re- 
queft a happinefs wherein my foci- 
able dilpofitioD doth not defire the 
fellowlhip of my neighbour* 1 nejd 
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ver bear die toll of apaffing bell.tho' 
in my mirth, without my prayers 
and beft wiflies for the departing 
fpirit ; I canno.t go to cure tne body 
of my patient, but I forget mj 
profeilion, and call unto God foi 
his foul ; 1 cannot fee one lay his 
prayers, but initead of imitating 
him, 1 fall into a implication for 
him, who perhaps is 00 more to 
me than a common nature : And 
if God hath vouchfafed an ear to 
my implications, there are furely 
many happy that never faw mc 
and enjoy the bleifing of my uc 
known devotions. To pray for e- 
nemies, that is, for their falvatiun, 
U no harih precept, but the prac- 
tice of our daily and ordinary de- 
votions. I cannot believe the fto- 
of the Italian, that our bad wiflu 
and uncharitable defircs proceed nt 
further than this life ; it is the de- 
vil and the uncharitable votes of 

hell, 
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hell, that defire our milery in the 
world to come- * «f 

S£-CT. vii;^^^^ 

To do no injury* nor take none, 
was a principle, which to my for-^ 
mer years, and impatient affections^ 
feemed to contain enough of mo- 
rality, bat my more fettled years 
and ChrilHan constitution have fal- 
len ujjion feverer rcfolurions. I can 
bold there is no fuch thing as inju- 
ry* that if there be, there is no fuch 
injury as revenge, and no fuch re- 
venge as the contempt of an inju- 
ry ; that to hate one another, is to 
malign himfel^* that the truett way 
to* love one another* is X$ defgifc 
ourfelves.^! were uujuft unto my # 
own confeience, if I Ihould fay I 
am at variance with any thing like I 
myfclf?*I find there are many picceV!^ 
in this one labrick of man ; this *, 
frame is railed upon a mafsof anti-' - ' 
pathies : I am one, mcthitiks, but " 
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tlje world ; wherein, notwith* 
ncfcng tkejfi are a fwarm of di- 
r\6t effences, and in them another 
world of contrarieties, we carry 
private and domeftick enemies with- 
in, ptiblick and more* hoftile adver- 
lanes without. The devil that did 
buffet St. Paul, plays methinks at 
fharp with me : let mc be nothing 
if^withih the compafsof myfelf, I 
do not frad the battle of Lepan- 
to, pafllon againft reafon, reafon 

ainft faith, faith againft the de- 
vil, and tfiy confefence againft all. 
There is another fnan within me 
that is angry with me, rebukes, 
commands, and daftards me. I have 
no conference of marble to refill 
the hammer of more heavy offen- 
ces, nor yet fo foft and waxen, as 
to take the impreflion of each (ingle 
fault or fcape of infirmity : I 
am of a ftrange belief, that it is as 
eafy to be forgiven fome fins, as TO 
commit fome others. For my ori- 
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ginal fin, I ho jk j it to b$ walhed a- 
way^By " baptllm C fo^fti^afhial 
tranfgrellions, I compute and rec- 
kon with God, but from my teil 
repentance, facrament, or general 
abfolution: And therefore am nof 
terrifie3~with the fins and madnefc 
of my youth, I thank the good- 
nefs of God, I have no fins that 
want a name ; I am not lingular in 
offences, my tranfgrellions are epi- 
demical, and from the common 
breath of our corruption. For there 
arc certain tempers of body, which 
matched with an humourous depra- 
vity of mind, do hatch and produce 
viciofities, whofe newncfs and mon- 
ftrofity of nature admits no name ; 
* this was the temper of that leachcr 
that carnald with a ftatue, and the 
conftitution of Nero in his fpintri- 
an recreations. For the heavens 
are not only fruitful in new and un- 
heard of (Urs, the earth in plants 
and animals, but mens minds alfo 

in 
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in yillany and vices ; now the % dul- 
nefs of my reafon, and the Anile arity 
of my difpofition, never prompted 
my invention, nor follicited my af~ 
fe&ion.unto anyofthefe; )'et e- 
ven thofe common and daily infir- 
mities that ,fo neceflarily attend me, 
and do feem to be my very nature, 
have fo dejefted me, fo broken the 
eftimation that I fliould have other; 
wife of myfelf, that I repute my- 
felf the moft abject ^pieee of mor* 
tality : divines preftribe a fit of for- • 
row to repentance; there goes in- 
dignation, anger, forrow, hatred in- 
to mine, paffions of a contrary na- 
ture, which neither feem to fuit 
with this a£tion, nor my proper 
constitution. It is no breach of 
charity to ourfelves to be at vari- 
ance with our vices, nor to abhor 
that part of us, which is an enemy 
to the ground of charity, our God ; 
wherein we do but imitate our 
great felves, the world, whofe di- 
vided 
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vided antipathies and contrary fa- y 
ces do yet carry a charitable regard i 
unto the whole by their particular \ 
difcords, preferving the common 
harmony, and keeping in fetters 
thofe powers, which if getting once 
the maftery,might be the ruin of all, 

SECT. VIII, • 
I thank God, among thofe milli- 
ons of vices I do inherits and hold 
from Adam, I have efcaped one, 
and that a "mortal enemy to chari- 
ty, .the firft and father fin, not on- 
ly of man, but of the devil, pride; 
a vice whofe name is comprehend- 
ed in a monofyllable, but in its na- 
ture not cif eumfcribed by the world; 
I have efcaped it in a condition 
that- can hardly avoid it : thofe »pet- 
ty acquifitions and reputed perfec- 
tions that advance and elevate jhe 
conceits of other men, add no fea- 
thers to mine ; I have feen a gram- 
piarian exult and elevate himfelf o- 
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ver a f ingle line in Horace, and 
/hew more pride in the conffruc- 
tion of one ode, than the author 
in the compoiition of the whole 
book. For my own part, befides 
the jargon and gibberiih of feveral 
provinces ; I un4erftand no left 
than fix languages, yet I protcft I 
have no higher conceit of rayfelf 
than had our fathers before the 
confufiou of Babel, when there 
was but one language in the world, 
and none to boart himfelf either 
Hnguiit or critick, 1 have not 
only fecn feveral countries, beheld 
the nature of their climes, the cho- 
rography of their provinces, to- 
pography * of their cities, but un- 
derftood their feveral laws, cuftoms, 
and policies ; yet cannot all this 
perfuade the dulnefs of my fpirit 
\11Hp fuch an opinion of myfelf, as 
I behold in nimbler and conceited 
heads, that never looked a degree 
beoypd their n^fts. I know the 

name 
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names, and ibmewhat more, of all 
the conftellattons in my horizon, 
yet I have* feen a prating mariner, 
that could only name the pointers 
and the north ftar, out-talk me, 
and conceit himfelf a whole fphere 
•f— above mc, I know moll of tfeSr 
plants of my country, and of thofe 
about me: yet me thinks I do not 
know fo many as when I did but 
know an hundred, and had frarcely 
cverTimpIc'd further than Cheap- 
fide: for indeed heads of capacity, 
and fuch as are not full with a 
handful, or eafy meafure of know- 
ledge, think they know nothing, 
till they know all, which being inru 
poffiblc, they fall upon the opini- 
on of Socrates, and only know they 
know not any thing, * 1 cannot 
think that Homer pined away up- 
on the riddle of the fitbermatt, or 
that Ariflotle, who underftood the 
uncertainty of knowledge, and con- 
fefled lb often the reafon of man 
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too weak for the works of nature, 
did ever drown himfclf upon the 
flux and reflux of Euripus: Wc do 
but learn to-day, what our better ad- 
vanced judgments will unteach to- 
morrow: *AndAriftotle doth but, 
inftruft us as Plato did him ; that 
is, to confute himfelf. 1 have run 
through all forts, yet find no reft 
in any, tho' our firft ftudies and 
Junior endeavours may ftyle us Pc- 
npateticks, Stoicks, or Acadctnicks, 
yet I perceive the wifeft: heads 
prove at laft, almoft all Scepticks, 
and ft^nd like Janus in the field of 
knowledge. 1 have therefore one 
common and authentic k philofo* 
l>hy I learned in the fchools, where* 
by I difcourfe and fatisty the rea- 
lon of "other men ; another more 
"eferved and drawn from expert* 
?nce, whereby I content mine 
own. Solomon* that complained 
of ignorance in the height of know- 
ledge, hath not only humbled my 



Religfo Medici. 193 

conceits, but difcouraged my en- 
deavours. There is yet another 
coiiceit that hath foirietimes made 
me Ihut my books ; which tells me 
it is a vanity to waftfe oUr days in 
the blind pu'rfuit of knowledge; it 
is but attending a little longer, and 
we fl^all enjoy that by inftintft and 
infufioh \Vhich we endeavour at 
here by labour atid inquifitidh: if 
is better to fit down in a mbdeft 
ignorance, and reft contented with 
the natural bleffing^ of our own 
reafons, then buy the' uncertain 
knowledge of this life, with fweat 
.and vexation which death gives e- 
very fool gratis, arid is ah accefla- 
ry of our glorificatibn. 

SECT. IX. 
I was nevef once married, no 
do I commend their refolutions 
who f marry twice: not that I difal- 
low. off fecond marriages ; as neither 
in all cafes of polygamy,, which, 
B b con- 
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confidcring fometimes the unequal 
umber of both fexes, may be alfo 
necelTary. The whole world was 
made for man, but the twelfth part 
of man for woman : man is the 
whole world and the breath of 
God; woman the rib and crooked 
piece of man, * I could be content 
that we might procreate like trees, 
without conjunction, or that there 
were any way to perpetuate the 
world without this trivial and vulgar 
Way of coition ; it is the foolifhelt 
€t a wife man commits in all his 
ife, nor is there any thing that will 
more deject his cool'd imagination, 
when he fliall confider what an odd 
and unworthy piece of folly he had 
committed; I fpeak not in preju- 
dice, nor am averfe from that iweet 
fex, but naturally amorous of all that 
is beautiful: I can look a whole day 
with delight upon a handfom pic- 
ture, tho' it be but of an horfet It 
is ray temper, and I like it the 

bettdV t 
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better, to affedt all harmony; and 
fure there is muficfc even in the 
beauty, and the filent note which 
Cupid ftrikes, far fweeter than the 
found of an inftrument. For there 
is mufick where-ever there is a 
harmony, order or proportion: and 
thus far we may maintain the mu- 
fick of the fpheres ; for thofe well 
ordered motions, and regular pa- 
ce?, tho' they give no found unto 
the ear, yet to the underftanding 
they ftrike a note mod full of har- 
mony. Whofoever is harmonical- 
ly compofed, delights in harmony j 
which makes me much diftruft the 
lyminetry of thofe heads which de- 
claim againft all church moftck. 
For myfelf, not only from my 0- 
bedience but my particular geniutf, 
I do imbrace it ; for evcrx that vul- 
gar and tavern mufick, which 
lakes one man merry, another 
mad, ftrikes in me a deep tit of dc 
votion, and profound on templati 
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pa of the fitft compofer : there is 
'oiuething in it of divinity mare 
than the ear difcovers. It is an 
hieroglyphical and ihadoWed leflbn 
of the whole world/ and creatures 
of Gqd,-fuch a melody to Uvj eir, 
as the whole wprld well undcrliood, 
would afford the under landing. In 
brief, ft is a fenfible fit of that har- 



tunds 



vith Plato, the foul is an harmony* 
but bsurroouicalt ajnd bath its near~ 
tympany unto mufick: thus 
KV IS^oJwf temper pf body a- 
grecs, and humours $he coflflfuuii- 
Oil of their fouls, are borq po^t^ 
tUo indeed all are naturally inclined 
unto rhime* 4 This ma^e Tac itus 
in the very liriir line of his ftory, 
upon a verfe ; and Ciperp, the 
orlt of poets, but declaiming for 
act, falls in the very firft fentepce 

upon 
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upon a perfect 1 hexameter* I feel 
pot in me thole fordid, and un- 
chr Lilian defircs of my profeflion, I 
do not Ifecretly implore and wiih 
for plagues, vcjoice at famines, re- 
volve ephem.cridcsj and almanacks* 
in expectation of malignant afpe&s, 
fatal conjun&ions, and eclipfes: J 
ejoice not at unwfaoliome fpi ings* 
ipr uitfbafonabic winters; my pray* 
r goes with the husbandman's ; 1 
elire every thing in its proper fe$- 
fon, thfit neither men nor the times S 
he put out of semper* Let me be 
fiek mylelf, if fume rimes the malady 
of my patient be not a diieaie unto 
me, I defire rather to cure his in- 
firmities than my own neeediticti: 
where 1 do him no good methinks 
it is fcarce hondt gain, tho* I con- 
'ti* but the worthy falary of our 
vell-imended endeavours : 1 am not 
only aUiamed, but heartily forry, 

that 
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that befides death, there are dif- 
eafes incurable ; yet not for my 
own fake, or that they be beyond 
tty art, but for the general caufe 
and fake of humanity, whole com- 
mon caufe I apprehend as mine own : 
and to fpeak more generally, thofe 
three noble profellions which all ci- 
vil commonwealths do' honour, are 
railed upon the fell of Adam, and 
not any of them exempt from their 
infirmities ; there are not only dif- 
eafes incurable in phyfick, but ca- 
les indillbluble in law?, vices incor- 
rigible In divinity: if general coun- 
cils may err, 1 do not fee why par- 
ticular courts fhouldbe infallible, 
their perfected rules are raifed up- 
dfa the erroneous reafon* of man, 
and the laws of one, do but con- 
demn the rules of another; as Ari- 
ftotlc oft-times did the opinions of 
his predeceflbrs, becaufe, tho* agree- 
able to rcafon, yet were not con- 
fonant to his own rules, and the 



Religio Medici* 199 

logick of his proper principles* 
Again, to ipeak nothing of the i 111 
againft the Holy Ghoft, whofe cure 
not only, but whole nature is un- 
known ; I can cure the gout or 
(tone in fome, fooner clian divinity 
can cure pride, or avarice in o- 
thers. I can cure vices by phy- 
fick, when they remain incurable 
6y divinity, and they fliall obey 
my pills, when they contemn their 
precepts. I boal t jiothing^but 
plainly fay, we all "labour againit 
our own cure, for death is the cure 
of all difeafes. There is no catho- 
licon or univerfal remedy I know 
but this, which, tho* nlufcous 
to fqueamifh ttomacbs, yet to pre- 
pared appetites is nectar, and a 
pleafant potion of immortality. 

SEC 

For my convention, \t *k like 
the fun's with all men, with a 
friendly afpe£t 10 good and. bad. 

Methiriks 
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i 

-Methihks there is no mail bad,, and 
the worft beft ; that is, while they 
are kept within the circle of thofe 
qualities wherein they are godd*. 
there is no man's mind of fuch' 
difcordant arid jarring a temper to 
whifch a tuiieable difpofitibn may 
j nor ftrike a harmony. M&gm vlr- 
tutes nec ntimra vitid, is the pofy 
of the beft natures, * and may 
be inverted on the worft ; there are 
in the mtift depraved and venemous 
difpofitions. certain pieces that re- 
main untouched ; which by an an- 
tiperiftafis become more excellent, . 
or by the excellency of theif anti- 
pathies are able to preferve them- 
felves frorii the contagicfn of their 
oppofite vices, and perfift entire be- 
yond the general corruption. For 
thus it is alfo ip nature. The great- 
eft balfames do lye enveloped in 
the bodies of moft powerful corro- 
fives ; I fay moreover, and I ground 
1 upon experience, that poifons .con- 
tain | 

l 
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contain within themfetvds their pwn 
antidote, and that which preferveS 
them from, the venom of them- % 
felves, without' which they were 
not deftru&ive to others only, but 
to themfelvers alfo. But it is the 
corruption that I fear within hie, 
not the contagion of commerce 
without me. 'Tis that unruly legi- 
on within lfre that will deftroy me, 
'tis I that do infe&^myfelf;' * the 
man without a navel yet lives 
within me ; I feel that original can- 
ker corrode and devour me, and 
therefore defetide meDeus de me,h,opd 
deliver me from myfelf, is apart of, 
my lkany, and the firflf words of 
ljiy retired imaginations. There 
is no man alone, becaufe every 
man is a microcofm, and carries 
the whole world about him j f Nun- 
quam minus ^foltis quam cum Jolus % tho' 
it be the apophthegm of a wife, 
man, is yet true in the mouth cf 
a fool ; for indeed, tho* in a wil- 
- C c derriefs, 
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dernefs, a man is never alone, not 
only hecaufe he is with himfelf, 
and his own thoughts, but becaufe 
he is with the devil, who a l^aarsL 
c onforts with pur foljtude, an d is 
that unruly rebel that mufters up 
thofe difordered motions, which 
Accompany our fequeftred imagina- 
tions.* And to Ipeak more narrow- 
ly, there is no fuch thing as foli- 
tude, nor any thing that can be 
feid to be alone, and by itfelf, but 
God, who is his own' circle, and 
can fubfift by himfelf: all others 
befides their diffjmilar and hetero- 
geneous parts, which in a manner 
multiply their natures, cannot fub- 
fift without the concourfe of Qod ? 
and the, fociety of, that hand which 
doth uphold their natures. In brief, * 
there can be nothing truly alone, 
and by itfelf, which is not truly 
one, and fuch is only God : All o- 
thers do tranfcend an unity, and fo 
by confequenee are many. 

SECT. 
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SECT- XL 
Now for my life, It is a miracle 
of thirty years, which to relate, 
were not a hiftory, but a piece of 
poetry, and would found to com- 
mon ears like a fable ; for the world, 
I I count it not an inn, but an ho- 
; fpital ; and a place not to live, but 
to die in. The world that I regard 
Msmyfelf; it is the microcofm of 
- mine own frame, that I caft mine 
eye on; for the other, I ufe it but 
like my globe, and turn it round 
fumerimes for my recreation. Men 

♦ tli at look upon my outfide, peru- 
fing only my condition and for- 
tunes, do err in my altitude; for I 

t am above Atlas's fhoulders. The 
I earth is a point not only in refpeft 
of the heavens above us, but of 

* that heavenly and ccleflial part 
" within us: that mafe of flelh that 

^ircumfcribes me, * limits not my 
mind : that furface that tells us the 
heavens hath an end, cannot per- 

fuade 
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luade me 1 have any ; I take my 
circle to be above three hundred 
and fisty, tho' the number of the 
ark do meafure my body, it corn- 
prehendeth not my mind : Whilft J 
ftydied to find how I am a micro- 
cofin or little world, I find myfelf 
fomething more than the great 
world. There is furelV * a piece of 
divinity in u$, fomething that was 
before the .elements, and owes no 
homage unto the fun. Nature tells 
me, I am the- image of God* as w.eU 
sfjeripture; he that underftands not 
hus much, hath not his introducti- 
n or firft leffon, and is yet to be- 
in the alphabet of man. Let me 
not injure the felicity of others, it 
1 fey I am as happy as uny, Rapt 
atlum* Jiat votwttas tuOf falvejh all ; 
fo that whatfbever happens* it U 
but what our daily pray.ers defire. 
In brief, I am co ntent , and what 
Ifhould providence a 
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and this do I enjoy; with this lam 
happy in a dream, -and as content 
to enjoy a happinefs in a fancy as 
others in ; a more apparent truth 
and reality. There is furely a near- \ 
er apprehenfion of anything that 
delights us in our dreams, than in 
our .waking fenfes ; without this 
I were, unhappy ; for my awakened 
judgment discontents me, ever whi- 
fpering unto me,', that I am from 
my friend ; but my friendly dreams 
in the night requite me, and make 
me think I am withiii his arms. I 
thank God for my happy dreams, 
as I do for my good reft ; foi- there 
is a fatisfa&ion in them unto rea- 
fonable defires, and fuch as can be 
content with a fit of happinefs; and p' 
furely it is not a melancholy con- 
ceit to think we are all afleep in 
this world, and that the conceits, 
of this life are as mere dreams to 
thofe of the next, as the phan- I 
tafmes of the night, to the conceits | 
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of tlie day. There is an equal de- 
lufion in both,* and the one doth 
but ftem to be the emblem or pic- 
ture of the other; we are fome- 
what more than ourfelves in our 
fleep,, and (lumber of the body feems 
to be but the waSJng of the foul. 
It is the ligation of fenfe, but the 
liberty of reafon, and our waking 
conceptions do not match the fan- 
cies of our fleep. At my nativity, 
my afcendant was the watery fign of 
Scorpius ; I was born in the planeta- 
ry hour of Saturn, and I think I have 
apiece of that leaden planet in me: 
I am no way facetious, nor difpo- 
fed for the mirth and gallantry of 
company; yet in one dream* I can 
compofe a whole comedy, behold 
the adtion, apprehend the jefts, and 
laugh myfelf awake ■ at the con- 
ceits thereof* ; were my memory as 
faithful as myjr^ ^ f ruit- 
ml,T^would"^neyer ftudy but in 
inyUreams, and this time alfo would 
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T chufe for my devotions ; but * pur 
grofler memories have ttoqp lb little 
hold of our a bstracte d underlhmd- 
ings, that they forget the itory, 
and can only relate to our waking 
fouls a confuted and broken taIe~oF 
that that hath parted. Ariftotle, 
who hath written a Angular tract | 
of lleep, hath not, methinks, tho- ^ 
roughly defined it; nor yet Galen, J 
tho' he feemsto have corrected it; 4^ 
for thofe noctambuloes and night- j 
walkers tho' in their ileep, do yet * 
enjoy the a&iob of their fenfes: > 
we mull therefore fay, that there 1,. 
is fomething in us that is not in f 
the jurifdielion of JVJbrpheus ; and - 
that thole a b(lra<5ted and ecftatick W 
fouls do walk about in their own A \ 
bodies, as fpirits with the bodies /* 
they ailume, wherein they fecm to r 
hear, fee, and feel, tho' indeed the 
organs are deltitutc of fenfe, and 
1 heir natures of thofe faculties that 
Ihould inform them. Thus it is ob- 
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ferved, that men fometimes up- 
on the hour of their departure, 
do fpeak and reafon above them- 
felves. For then the foul being near 
'freed from the ligaments of the bo- 
dy, begins to reafon like herfelf, 
and to difcourfe in a ftrain above 
mortality. 

SECT. XII. 
We, term fleep a death; and yet it 
is waking that kills us,, and deftroys 
thofe fpirits that ^re the houfe of 
life. *Tis indeed a part of life that 
beft expreileth death, for every 
man truly lives fo long as he acts 
his nature, or fome way makes good 
the faculties of himfelf: Themiito- 
cles therefore that flew his foldiers 
in his fleep was a merciful excuti- 
oner; this is a. kind of punifhment 
the mildnefs of no laws hath in- 
yented ; *' I wonder the fancy of 
Lucan and Seneca did not difco- 
ver it. It is that death by which 

we 
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we may be literally faid to die 
duly, a death which Adam died be- 
fore his mortality; a death where- 
by we live a middle and moderat- 
ing point between life and death ; 
h in fine, fo l ike death , I dare not 
trult it witHbut my prayers, and aa 
half adieu unto the world, and take 
my farewell in a colloquy with 
God. 

The night is come tike to the day y 
Depart mt ifait, great Gad, away. 
Let mt my fins, black as the night 9 
Ediffe tfo htjhrt <f thy ttgkL 
Keep ftUt in my forizart ; fir H> me 
The Jim makes not the day, hut tttf. 
Thmt P whje nature cannot flecp, 
On my temples cmtry keep ; 
Guard me fyainji tfoji wtdftJ fer $ 
Wbuft eyes are open while mine cfrde. 
Let tin dreams my head fafrjf 3 
But fuch as Jacob's tirttjJti htrft, 
While I ffc rejly my foul advance ; 
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And with as *aclive' vigour run 
My courfe, as doth the nimble fun. 
Sleep is a death; Omake me try, 
By Jleeping, what it is to die. 
And as gently lay my head 
On my grave, as now my bed. 
How e 9 re I reft, great God, let me 
Awake again, at laft^with thee. 
" And thtts ajfur'd, beheld I lye 
Securely, or to wake or die. 
Thefe are my drowfy days, in vain 
J do now wake to fleep again. 
come that hour, when I Jhall never 
Sleep again, but wake for ever. 

t ' 

This is, the dormitive I take going 
to bed, I need no other laudanum 
than this to make me fleep ; after 
which I t:lofe mine eyes in fecuri- 
ty, content to take my leave of 
the fun, and fleep unto the refur- • 
region. 

SECT. XIIL 
The method I always ufe in di- 
llri^utive juftice, I often obferve 
^fariAU/* iA- ikwrnM^M in- 
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invariaUy, and keep a geometri- V 
cal proportion in both", whereby 
becoming equable to others, I be- 
come unjult to myfelf, and fupere- 
rogate in that common principle, 
Do unto others as thou wouldeit be 
done unto thyfelf, I was not bora 
unto riches, neither is it, I think, 
my ftars to be wealthy ; or if it 
were, the freedom of my mind, 
and franknefs of my diipofition, 
were able to contradict and crofs 
my fate : for to me avarice feems 
not fo much a vice, as a deplorable 
piece of madnefe ; to conceive our- 
fclves ( urinals *\ or be perfuaded 
that we are dead, is not fo ridicu- 
lous, nor fo many degrees beyond 
the power of hellebore, as this. 
The opinions of theory, and pofi- 
tions' of men, are not fo void of 
rcafon as their praCtifed conclufi- 
ons : fome have held that fnow is 
black, t hat the earth moves, that 
the foul is air, fire water, but all 
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this is philofophy, and there is no It, 
delirium , if we do but fpeculate the ^ 
folly and indifputable dotage pf a-^J 
varice to that fubterraneous idol, 
and God of the earth. I do con- 
1 fefs I am an atheift, I cannot per- 
fuade myfelf to honour what the 
world adores ; whatfoever virtue its 
prepared fubftance may have with- 
in my body, . it fiath no influence 
nor operation wit hout ; I would not 
entertain a bafe ctefign, or an acti^ 
on that ftiould call me villain, for , 
the Indies; and for this only do i T 
love and honour my own foul, and ^ 
have, methinks, two arms too few 
to embrace myfelf. Arifldtle is too 
fevere > that will not allow us to 
be truly liberal without wealth, 
and the bountiful hand of fortui^e ; 
if this is true, I confefs I am cha- 
ritable only in my liberal intenti- 
ons, and bountiful well-wifhes. But 
• if. the example of the mite be not 
only an aft of wonder, but an ex- 
'Hater ample 
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ample of the nobleft charity, fure- 
ly poor men may alfo build hofpi- 
tals f and the rkh alone have not 
ere&ed cathedrals. 1 have a pri- 
vate method which others obferve 
not, I take the opportunity of my- 
felf to do good ; I borrow occafion 
of charity from mine own necefft- 
ties, and fupply the wants of o- 
thers, when I am in moll need 
myfelf ; for it is an honeft ftrata- 
gem to take advantage of ourfelves, 
and fo to husband the aft of vir- 
tue, that where they are defective 
in one ctrcumftance, or in one re- 
(pctft they may repay their want, 
and multiply their goodnefs in a- 
nother. I have not fm< in my 
defires, but a competence, and abi- 
lity to perform thofe good works 
to which he hath inclined my na- 
ture. He is rich, who hath enough 
to be charitable ; and ft is hard to 
be fo poor, that a noble mind may 
not find a way to this piece of 

>od- 
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goodnefs ; He that giveth to the poor, 
lendeth to the Lord; there is more 
rhetorick ih that one fentence than 
in a library of jfermons, and indeed 
if thofe fentences were underftood 
by the reader, with the fame em- 
phafis as they are delivered by the 
author, we needed not thofe vo- 
lumes of inftructions, but might 
be honeft by an epitome. Upon 
th is motive only T cannot behold 
aT>eggar wTtRcrcnrrelieving his ne- 
ceffities with my purfe, or his foul 
, with my prayers; thefe fcenical 
and accidental differences between 
lis cannot make me forget that 
common and untouched part of "us 
both : there is under thefe cantoes 
and miferable outfides, thefe muti- 
late and femi-bodies, a foul of the 
fame alloy with our own* whofe 
genealogy is God's as well as ours, 
and in as fair a way to ftlvation, 
as ourfelves. Statifts that labour_t o 
contrive a commonwealth without 
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poverty, take away the_ object of 
2? charity, not underftanding only the 
" ( common weal fh of a chfiftfan, but HM<r 
uing the prophefy o f Cbrilh \rt*i& 

% SECT. XIV. 

Now there is another part of 
^ charity, which is the bafis and pil- 
lar of this, and that is the love of 
God, for whom we love our neigh- 
ed bour: for this I think charity, to 
^ love God for himfelf, and our 
neighbour for God. All that is tru- 
ly amiable is God, or as ic were a 
divided piece of him, that retains a 
reflex or fliadow of himfelf. Nor 
is it llrange that wcfhould place af- 
fection on that which is invilible; 
all that we truly lov e is fo : what 
we adore under attention of oar 
ftnfes, deierves not the honour of 
fo pure a title. Thus we adore vir- 
tue, tho' to the eyes of fenfe, fhe 
be invilible. Tims that part of ojur 
noble friends that we love, is not 
+ f h<ft~h**+tJ+i Uytt4**.c that 
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that part that we embrace, but that 
infenfible part that our arms cannot 
embrace. God being all gbodnefs, 
can love nothing but himfelf, he 
loves us but for that part which is 
as it were himfelf, and the traduc- 
tion of his holy fpirit. Let us call 
to aflize the loves of our parents, 
affection of our wives and children, 
and they are all dumb Ihows, and 
dreams, without reality, truth, or 
conftancyj for firft there is aftrong 
bond of affection between us and 
our parents, yet how eafily diffolv- 
ed? we betake ourfelves to a wo- 
man, forgetting our mothers in a 
wife, and the womb that 'bare us 
in that which- fhall bear our image. 
This woman blcffing us with chil- 
dren, our affections leaves the level 
! it held before, and finks from our 
bed unto our iffue and pidturs of 
pofterity, where affection holds, no 
'fleady manfton. They growing up 
. in years defire our end s, or ap- 
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plying themfclvcs to a woman, take 
a lawful way to love another better 
than ourfelves* Thus I perceive a 
man may be buried alive, and be* 
hold his grave in his own iflue. /m 



1 conclude therefore and fay, 
there is no happinefs under (or as 
Copernicus will have it, above) the 
fan, nor any crambo in that repeat- 
ed verity and burden of ail the wif- 
dom of Solomon, All is vanity ami 
vexatim if fpfritt j there is no fe- 
licity in what the world adores. A- 
riitotle, whilit he labours to refute 
the ideas of Plato, faHs upon one 
himfeif: for his fummnm banam+ is a 
chimtra* and there is no fuch thing 
as his felicity. Thit wherein God 
himfeif is hpapy, the holy angels 
are happy, in whofe defect the de<* 
viU are unhappy, that dare 1 call 
happinefs : whatfoever c undue eth 
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unto this, may with an cafy meta- 
phor deferve that name ; whatfoe- 
ever elfe the world terms happ' 
nefs, is to me as a Itory out o 
Pliny, a tale of Boccace or Maiiz- 
pini, an apparition, or neat delu- 
fion, wherein there is no more of 
happinds than the name. Blefs 
me in this life with but peace of 
confidence, command of my affec- 
tions, the love of thyfelf and my 
k deareft friends, and 1 fliall be hap- 
Ipy enough to pity Cefar. Thefc 
Vare f O Lord, the humble defires 
my molt reafonable ambition, an 
all I dare call happinefs on earth : 
wherein I 1'et no rule or limit to 
thy hand or providence, difpofe of 
me according * to the wifdom of 
thy plcafure. Thy will be done, thp* 
id my own undoing. 
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Religio Medi£K'! 

To the Right Honourable Edward 
Earl of Dorfet, Baron of Buck- 
hurft, &t\ 

My Lord* 

I Received yeflerrnght your Lord- 
Mp% of the i <;th current ; 
wherein you are pleafed to oblige 
roe, not only by extreme gallant 
expreflions of favour and kindnefsj 
but likewife by takiog fo fur into 
yojir care the fpending of my time 
during the tedioufnd* of my re- 
ftr^ijir, as to recommend to my 
reading a book that had received 
the honour and protettion of yuur 

appro- 
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approbation ; for both which I 
, moft humbly thank your Lord- 
fhip. And fince I cannot, in the 
way Sf gratefulnefs, exprefs unto 
your Lordfhip as I would, thofe 
hearty fentin^ents I have of your 
goodnefs to me, I will, at leaft, 
endeavour, in the way of duty and 
pbfervance, to let you fe6 how the 
little needle of my foul is thorough- 
ly touched at the great loadftone 
of yours, and folio wqth fuddenly 
and ftrongly which way foever you 
direct it. On this occafion, the 
magnetick motion was impatient 
( to have the book in my hands, that 
your Lordfhip gave fo advantage- 
ous a character of; whereupon I 
init**4fent p refently (as late as it was) to 
^tu Paul's church-yard, , for this favou- 
rite of yours, Religio Medici ; which 
after a while found me in a condi- 
tion fit to receive a blefling by a 
vifit from any fuch mafterrpiece as 
you look upon with gracious eyes; 

for 
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for I was newly gone to bed. This 
good-natured creature I could eafi- 
ly perfuade to be my bedfellow, • 
and to wake with me as long as 
I had any relifli to entertain myfelf 
with the delights I fucked from fo 
noble a converfation. And truly 
my Lord, I clofed not my eyes 
till I had enriched myfelf with, 
or at leaft exadtly furveyed, all 
the treafures that are wrapt up in 
the folds of thofe few flieets. To 
return only a generaj commenda- 
tion of this curious piece, or at 
large to admire the author's fpirit 
and fmartnefs, were too perfunfto- 
IX an account, and too flight a one, 
to fo difcerning and fteddy an eye 
as yours,, after fo particular and en- 
charged a fummons to read careful- 
ly this difcourfe. I will therefore 
prefume to blot a flieet or two of 
paper with my reflexions upon fun- 
dry paflages thro' the whole con 
text of it, as they fliall occur to 

my 
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my remembrance. As now youf 
Lordlhip knowech this packet is 
not ft* bappy as to carry with it a* 
ny other ex predion of my obfequi- 
oufneft to ^oCN it will be bux rea- 
lonable you IKouM even here give 
uvcr your further trouble of read* 
JM^t \vb*t my reifctft engage th tne 
to i he writing of. 
y JHr svlioJc firft itcp is irtgeltpity^ 
^ and x weli natur\f ev« melf of mdg- 3 
moot, 4J>a 1 1 be fore* -of nppUtufe and 7^ 
fail hopen in ^ men far the reft of £ ? 
U journey : And indeed (my Lord) * 1 
crhink* this gentleman fettcthout 
kCeilently puitcd with that hap- 
py temper: and fbeweth a grtjf 
deal of judicious piety in making a 
i ighj ; i of thej >lind zeal that bu 
gats lofe rhemfdves iti* yet I cifr 
nor, fiitistiC my doubts thoroughly, 
tow he makoth good hU profol- 
liAg lo follow the great v\ 
the * hurch in matters of 
/hk'll Uii'.lv i* the foUJbafo of trujj 

j m ; 
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religion i fot to do fo, without jar- 
ring agaihft the conduftof that firft 
mover by eccentrical ahd irregular 
motions obligcth one to yield a 
very dutiful obedience to the deter- 
initiations of it without arrogating 
to ones fdf a controlling ability in 
liking or mtflikinR the frith, doc- 
trine, and conllttutions of that 
church which one looketh upon is 
their north fUr: whereas, if I mift- 
ake nor, this author approve th the 
church of England not abfulutaly, 
but comparatively with other re- 
formed churches* 

My next reflexion is concerning 
what he hath tpririfcled ( nioft wit- 
tily ) in fevefal places concerning 
the nature and immortality of the 
human foul, and the condition and 
lUte it U in, after the diffblurion 
of the body* And here give ma 
leave to obferve what our coun~ 
t i i Koj*er Bacon did long 
go ) thai thofe flu dent s 
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themfelves much with fuch notions 
as reficle wholly in the fancy* do 
hardly ever become fit for abilraft- 
ed metaphyseal fpeculations ; the 
one having bulky foundation of 
matter, or of the accidents of it, 
to fettle upon, at the leaft, with 
an foot: the other flying continu- 
ally, even to a lettering pitch, in 
the fubtile air : and accordingly it 
hath been generally noted, that the 
exacted mathematicians, who con- 
vcrfe altogether with lines, figures, 
and other differences of quantity ; 
have feldom proved eminent in 
metaphyjicks or fpeculative divi- 
nity. Nor again the profeflbrs of 
thde fciences, in the other arts. 
Much lefs can it be expected that an 
excellent phyfician whofe fancy is al- 
ways fraught with the material drugs 
that he prefcribeth his apothecary 
to compound his medicines of, and 
whofe hands are inured to the cut- 
ting up, and eyes to the infpc&ion of 
1^0 anatomized 
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anatomized bodies ; fliould eafity, 
and with fuccefs, flie his thoughts 
at fo to wring a game, as a pure in- 
tellect, a feparated and unbodyed 
foul; liirely this acute author's fliarp 
wit, had he orderly applyed his 
ftudies that way, would have been 
able to fatisfy himfelf with lefs la- 
bour, and others with more fui- 
nefs, than it hath been the lot of fo 
dull a brain as mine, concerning 
the immortality of the foul : and 
yet I allure you (my Lord) the 
little philofophy that is allowed me 
for my (hare, demonftrateth tfus 
proportion to me* as well as faith 
delivered it: which our phyfician 
will not admit in his. 

To make good his aflertion here, 
were very unreafonable, fince, fto 
do it exatftly ( and without exa<ft~ 
nefs, it were not demonftration ) 
rcquireth a total furvey of the whole 
fcience of bodies, and all the opera- 
tions that we are converfant with, 
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. of a rational creature ; which I ha- 
ving dona, with all the fpccin&nefs 
I have been able to unfold fo knot- 
ty a fuhjeft frith,4~hath taken me 
up in tfie firft: draught near two 
hundred ftieets of p^per. I fhall 
therefore take leave of this point 
with only this note, that I take the 
immortality of the foul ( under his 
favour ) to be of that nature, that 
to them only that are not verfed in 
the ways of proving it by reafon, it ; 
is an article of faith; to others, it 

• is an evident conelufton of demon- - 
ftrative faience. 

And with a like fhoyt note I fhall 
obferye how if he had traced the 
nature of the foul from its firft prin- 
ciples, he could not have fufpefted 
it fhouid fleep in the grave till the 
r&fiwre&ipn of the body. Nor would 
he have permitted his companionate , 
nature to imagine it belonged to 
God's mercy(as the MjUeijarians did) 
to change its condition in thofe that 
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are damned, from pain ta happinefs. 
For where God ihould have done K 
that, he mull have made that tor- \ 
mented foul another creature than 
what it was t {as to make fire ceafe 
from being hot, requireth to have 
Jfc it become another thing than the 
n element of fire ; ) fince, that to be 
* in fuch a condition as niaketh us 
^ underftand damned fouls miferable, 
iL is a neceflary effect of the temper 
^5 it is in, when it goeth out of the 
^ body, and mult nceeflarily, o f its J 

2 own nature, remain in, unvarial>ly 

3 for all e ternity ; tho', for the con- 
§ ccptions of the vulgar part of man- 
kind, who are not capable of fuch 
aMtntie notions, it be flyled, and 
truly too, the fentence and punilh- 
ment of a feverc judge. 

I am extremely pleafed with 
him, when be laitb, there are not 
impoflftbiliries enough in religion 
lor an aftiye faith : and no whit 
JcG,when, in philofophyjiie will no 
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be fatisfied with fuch naked terms 
as in fchools ufe to be obtruded up- 
on eafy minds, when the mailer's 
fingers are not ftrong enough to 
unty the knots propoted unto them, 
I confefs, when I enquire, (to ule 
our author's example) what light 
is? I foould be as well contented 
with his filence, as with his telU 
ing me it is a&us jwrjpictii, unlefs he 
explain clearly to me what thofe 
words mean, which I find very few 
go~ about to do. Such meat they 
(wallow whole, and ejeft it as en- 
tire. But were luch things fcienti- 
fically, and methodically declared, 
they would be of extreme fatisfac- 
tion and delight. And that "work 
lakcth up the greateft part of my 
forementioned treatife. For I en- 
deavour to Ihew by a continued 
progrefe, and not by leaps, all the 
motions of nature ; and unto them 
to fit intelligibly the terms ufed by 
her beft fecretaries: whereby all 
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.wild fantaftick qualities and moods, 
introduced for the refuges of igno- 
rance, are baniihed from my com- 
merce. 

In the next place, my Lord, I 
fliall fufpett that our author hath 
not penetrated into the bottom of 
thofe conceptions that deep fcho- 
Iars have taught us of eternity; me- 
thinks he taketh it for an infinite 
extenfion of time, and a never end-^* 
ing revolution of continual fuccef- j 
Hon : which is no more like eter- 1\ 
nity than a grofs body is like to ai{ 
pure fpirit. Nay, fuch an infinity*-' \ 
of revolutions, is dcmonlrxable tojl 
be a contradiction and impoflible. .. 
In the ftate of eternity there is no £* 
fucceffion, no change, no varic- * * 
ty. Souls or angels, in that con- % ?^ 
dition, do' not lb much as change a j j 
thought* All things, notions and^l 
aft ions, that ever were, are or mall , _ 
be in any creature, are actually pre- 4 5 
fene to fuch an intellect. And this, ? 
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my Lpfd, I aver, not as deriving 
It from theology, and havlhg re- 
icourfe to beatifkk vifibn to make - 
good my tenet, (for fo only glori- 
fied creatures fhould enjtfy fuch im- 
menfe knowledge) but . out of the 
principles of nature and reafpn; and 
from thence /hall demonstrate it to 
belong to the loweft foul of the moft 
ignorant wretch while he lived in 
* this world, fince damned in hell/" 
A bold undertaking you will fay ; 
butl confidently engage myfelf to it* 
tJpon this occafion occurreth alfo a 
great deal to be faid of the nature of 
predeftination, (which by the fliort 
touch our author giveth it, I doubt 
he quite miftakes) and how it is an 
unalterable feries and chain of cau- v 
fes, pf oducing. infallible, ^and in re- 
fpe6t of them, neceflary) efle&s. 
But that is too large a theme to un- 
fold here ; too vait an ocean to de- 
fcribe, in the fcant map of a letter. 
And therefore I will refer that to a 
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fitter opportunity, fearing I haveaP 
ready too' much t^efpaflfedupon your 
Lo^dfhip's patience ; but that in- 
deed I hope you havd nfct had e- 
nough to' read thus fan. ' ; 

T am fare, my Lord; tfhat you (who 
ttever forgot my thi&g, which de- 
ferred a room in your memory), do 
remember how we are- told, abyjjus 
. dtyffiufr tomcat : fo here our author, 
from the x abyfs* of predestination * fal- 
lethintathat of the' Trinity of Per- 
fonsf, confiftentwith the iindivifibilU 
ty of the divine nature: and Out- of 
that, if I be not e3t4eed4ngly de- 
ceived, into a: thirds o£ miftiking^ 
when he goeth about to illuftrate, 
this admirable myft^fy by a;, wild', 
difcourfe of & trinity" ih our fouls* 
Tht diftt- of wit is ; sot fordble e- 
noughto dilleft fuch tough matter; 
wherein all the obfcwe glimmering 
we gain- of that inacceffible light, 
come th to us clothed in the dark 
W eeds of negations ; ar>d therefore 
<^^> ^ fl'~H* lt Gg ^ ^f^e little 
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little can we hope to meet with a- 
ny pofitive examples to parallel it 
with* 

1 doubt, he alfo miftaketh, and 
impofeth upon the leveral fchools, 
when he intimateth, that they gain- 
fay this vifibl-e worlds being but a 
picture or fhadow of the invilible 
and intellectual; which manner of 
philosophizing, he attributeth to 
, Hermes Trifmegift us s but is. every 
i where to be met with in Plato; and 
is raifed fince to a greater jheight in 
the chriftian fchools. 

But 1 am fure he learned in no 
good fchool, nor fucked frojn any 
philofophy, to give an actual fub- 
liitence and being * to firft matter 
without a form. He that will al- 
low to that a real exiftence in na- 
ture* U as fuperficialty verfed in 
metaphyiicks as an other would be 
in mathematicks that fhould allow 
the like to a point, a line, or a fu- 
perficies in .figures- Thefe, in their 

ftrift 
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ftrift notions, are but n^oationaj)f 
farther extention, or but exa& ter- 
minations of that quantity which faU 
leth under the confideration of the 
underllanding,in the prefentpurpofe ; 
no real entities in themfelves: fo like- 
wile, the notions oi matter, form,act, \ 
power, exigence, and the like, that 1 
are with truth conlidered by the 
underllanding, and have there each 
of them a diftinft entity are nfcver- 
thelcfs, nowhere by themfelves m 
nature* They are terms which we 
mull ufc in the negotiations of oar 
thoughts, if we will difcottrfe con- 
fequentially, and conclude know- 
ingly. But then again we mull be 
very wary of aeruacing to things 
in their own natures, fueh entities 
as we create in our underftandings, 
when we make pictures of them 
there; for there, every differei 
confideration arifing out of the di 
ferent impreflion, which the fame 
thing makcth upon us, hath a di- 
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digcfted them, will perfuade himfelf 
here is no truth fo abftrufe, nor 
hithqrto conceived out of our 
reach, but man's wit may raife en- 
ines to fcale and conquer. 1 af- 
urc my felt", when our author hath 
ihidied him thoroughly, he will not 
lament fo loud for Ariitotle's muti- 
lated and defective philoibphy, as 
In Bbccalini, Carfar Caporali doth 
for the lofe of Livy's fhip wrecked 
decads. 

That logick which he quarrel- 
th at for calling a toad, or a fer- 
•nt ugly, will in the end agree 
ith his^j for no body ever took 
em to be fo, in refpetfl of the u- 
iverfe, (u> which regard he defend- 
cth their regularity and iymmetry) 
#Hlly as they have relation to 

But I cannot fo caiily agree with 
im, when he atfirmeth that devils, 
t other tpirtts in the intelle<5tual 
tyfprld have no exuct ephemerides 
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therein they may read before-hand 
the ftorifes of fortuitous accidents;- 
for I believe that all caules are fp 
immediately chained to their effects, 
that if a perfect knowing nature get 
hold but of one link, it will drive 
the entire feries or pedigree of the 
whole to each utmoit end ; (as i 
think I have proved in m y forena - 
med treatifc ) fo that in truth, there 
is no fortuitoufnefs or contingen- 
cy of things, in reipeft of them- 
(elves, but only in refpeft of us, 
that are ignorant of their certain 
and neceflary c aufes* £&</k,, ifrfa 
Now a tike feries or chain and 
complex of all outward circumftan- 
ces, (whofe bighelt link, poets fay 
prettily, is fattened to Jupiter's 
chair, and the loweft is riveted to 
every individual on earth) fleered 
and levelled by God Almighty zt 
the firlt fetting out of the firft mor 
ver, 1 conceive, to be th&t divine 
providence and mercv, which (ia 



!Lp OBSERVATIONS UPON 

ufe our author's own example) gi- 
ech a thriving genius to the Hol- 
landers^ and the like : And not any 
fecret, invilible, mylitcai blefling, 
that falleth not under the fearch or 
cognisance of a prudent inquiry. 

I mu ft fleets approve our author's 
^uanimity, and I nwy as juilly 
uy his magmnimfey,,i» being con- 
entedfo cfttfttfbtty (>s he faith) to 
hake h&Mte with the fediffg poods 
»f fbrturte, and he deprived of the 
jys of her moft prftckfti^bldlingfc ; 
j that he may, in recompence, 
ofTcls in ample meafufe the true 
nes of the mind ; like Epiftetus, 
tot great matter of moral wifdom 
d piety, \vho j taxcth them of 
high injufticc that repine at God's 
ifttfbuticn of his btefflnga, when 
e puteth not into- thfetr Iharc of 
oods, fuch things as they ufe no 
nduftry or means to purchafe. For 
why fhould that man who above ail 
things efleeuieth bis ovvn fredom, 
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and who to injoy that,* Fequeftreth: 
himfelf from ' commerce with the 
vulgar of rtiaftkind, take it ill of 
his ftars, if fuch preferments, ho- 
nours, and applaufes meet not him, 
as are painfully gamed after long 
and tedious feryiees of princes, 
and brittle dependencies- of hunro- 
rou& favourites, arid fupplev com- 
pliances with all forts of natures? 
• As for what he faith of aftrolo- >. 
gy, I do not conceive that 'wife 
men reject it fo much- for v being 
repugnant to divinity (which he 
reconcileth well enough) as for ha- 
ving no folid rules; or ground in 
nature^ To rely too far upon that 
vain art, I judge to be rather folly 
then impiety unlefs int our. cenfure, 
we look to the firft origin of it, 
which favoureth of the idolatry of 
thofe heathens .who worlhipping 
the ftars and heavenly bodies for 
deities, did in "-a fuperftitious devo- ( 
tion, attribute unto them -th*e cau- 
H h fality : 
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fality of all effects beneath them* 
And for ought I know the belief of 
folld orbs in the heavens, and their 
regularly irregular motions, fprung 
from the fame root. And a like in- j 
anity, I fhould fufpeft in chiro- 
mancy as well as in aftrology, (e- £ 
fpecially, in particular contingent % 
effects) however our author, and no-£- 
left a man than ariftotle, feem to 
attribute, fomewhat more to that 
conje6tural art of lines. 

I fhould much doubt (tho< our au- 
thor flxeweth himfelf of anojher 
mind,^) that Bernardius Ochinus 
grew at laft to be a meer 4theift; 
when,, after having been firft the 
inftitutor and patriarch of the capu- 
chin order, (fo violent was his zeal 
then, as'no former religious inftitu- 
tion, tho' never fo rigorous, was 
Stvi€t enough for him), he from, 
thence fell to be firft an Heretick, 
then a Jew, and after a while be- 
{ came a Turk and at the laft wrote 

a 
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a furious invedlive againft thofe 
whom he called the three grand im- 
poftors of the worjd, among whom 
he ranked dur Saviour, Chrift, as . 
well as Mofes anci Mahomet. 

I doubt he miftaketh in his chro- 
nology; or the printer in the name, 
when he maketh Ptolomy condemn 
the Alcoran. 

He needeth not be fo Tcrupulous, 
as he feemeth to be in averring 
down rightly, that God cannot do 
contradictory things, (tho* perad- 
. venture it is not amifs tofweeten the 
manner of the expreflion, and the 
found 6f the words) for who un- 
derftandeth the nature of contra- 
diction, will find non-entity in one 
of the terms, which of God, were 
impiety hot to deny peremptorily, 
for he being in his proper nature 
felf-entity, all being muft immedi- 
ately flow from him, and all non- 
entity be totally excluded from that 
efflux. Now for the recalling of 

time 
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fallerh, of a fudden, from natural 
fpeculations to a moral contemplati- 
on of God's fpirit working in us* 
In which alio I inquire (efpccially 
upon his fudden poetical! rapture) 
whether the folidity of the judg- 
ment be not out weighed by the 
airiuefs of the fancy. Afluredly 
one cannot err in taking this au- 
thor for a very fine ingenious gentle- 
man : but for how deep a fcholar, 
_ leave unto them to judge, that 
are abler than I am. 

If he hs*»! applied hirnfelf with ear- 
neft ftudv, and upon right grounds, 
to feareh out the nature of bare in- 
telledts, I doubt not but his great 
parts would have argued more efli- 
mttturacioully, than he doth i againlt 
thofe that are between men and an- 
gcls,but onlyPorphiry*s difference of 
mortality and immortality. And he 
would have dived further into the 
tenor of their intellfeftual operatic 
ons, in which there is no fuccefli- 



? 
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on, nor ratiocinative difcourfe ; tor 
in the very firft inftatit of their 
creation, they actually knew all 
that they were capable of know- 
ing, and they are acquainted even 
with all free thoughts, pall, pre- 
fect, and to come ; for they fee 1 
them in t heir caufes , and they fee 
them altogether at one inftant, as lff m%l fr tI 
have in my forementioned treat lie 
proved at large : and I think I have 
already touched thus much once 
before in this letter. 

1 am tempted here to fay a great 
deal concerning light, by his taking 
it to be a bare quality : For in phy- 
Ccks no ipeculation is more ufcful t 
or reacheth further* But to let 
down fuch phenomenon* of it, as I 
have obferved, and from whence I 
evidently collect the nature of 1^ 
were too large a theme for tbi^ 
place; when your Lordftiip plea- 
feth I (hall fhevv you another itjorc 
ordecly difcourie upon that fubj$<Jfc 

rhe 



wherein I have fuffieicntly proved 
it to be a tblid fubllance and body. 

In his proceeding to colleft an 
intellectual world, and in his dif- 
Courting upon the place, and habi- 
tation of angels; as alfuun his con* 
fiderarion of the a&ivity of glori- 
fied eyes, (which Xhall he in a Itate 
'of relt, whereas motion is required 
agVand in hte fubtlc fpecu- 
upon two bodies placed in 
the vacuity beyond the tit mo ft all- 
enclofing fupcrfictes of heaven, 
which implieth a contradiction in 
nature, methinks 1 hear Apelles 
crying out, Nc pit or uhra crcpidamt 
>r rather it putteth me in mind of 



one of the titles in Panto] 
I r (which he exprc 
srfant in) namely, 
M* dttnm chxmera i 
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lowed it) matter would fpritig up 
of excellent learning. 

When our author Ihall have read 
Mr. White's dialogues of the world, 
he will no longer be of the opini- 
on, that the unity of the world is 
a conclufion of faith : For it is there 
dcmonftrated by reafon. _ 
Here the thread of the difcourfe 
inviteth me to fay a great deal of the 
production, or creation of man's 
foul *. But it is too tedious and too 
knotty a piece for a letter. Now 
it (hall furhce to note, that it is not 
ex traduce, and yet hath a ftrange 
kind of near dependence on the bo- 
dy ; which is, as it were, God's in- 
ftrument to create it by* This, 
thus faid, or rather tumbled our, 
may feem harfh. But had your 
Lorlhip leifure to perufc what 1 
have written at full upon this point, 
I doubt not but it would appear 
plaufible enough to you. 
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I cannot agree with him when he 
feemeth to impute inconvenience 
to long life, and that length of time 
doth rather impair, than improve 
us. For furely, if we will follow 
the courfe of nature, and of reafon, 
W vt a mighty great bleffing, were 
it but in this regard, that it giveth 
time leave to vent and boil away 
the unquietnefles and turbulencies 
that follow our paffions, and to 
wean ourfelves gently from carnal 
'eftions, and at the laft to drop 
with eafe and willingoefi, H ke ripe 
fruit from the tree ; as I remem- 
ber Plotinus finely difcourfeth in 
one of his iEncads. For when 
before the feafon it i s picked off 
with violent hands, orlhaken down 
by rude and boifterous winds, it 
carrieth along with it an indigefl, 
ed raw tafte of the wood, and hath 
aJi unplealant eagemefs in its juice 
that maketh it unfit for ufe, till 
long time hath mellowed it : and 

perad- 
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perad venture it may be fo back- 
ward, as inftead of ripening, it 
may grow rotten in the very cen- 
ter . In like manner, fouls*' that go 
out of their bodies with affecti- 
ons to thofe obje&s they leave 
behind them, (which ufuaily is as 
long as they can relifh them) do 
retain {till even in their fepara- 
tion, a bias, and a languiftung to- 
wards them s which is the reafon 
why fuch terrene fouls appear of- 
tcneft tn Cemeteries and Charnel 
houfes (and not that moral one 
which our author giveth) for lifct 
which is union with the body, be- 
ing that which carnal fouls have 
the Itrongcft affections to, and that 
they are loathed to be ieparated 
from ; their unquiet fpirit, which 
can never naturally lofc the impref- 
lioris it had wrought in it at the 
time of its driving out, lingered! 
perpetually after that dear contort 
of his. The impoffibility cannot 
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:ure them of their impotent de- 
fires; they would fain be alive a- 

— -hcrumque ad tarda reverti 

Corpora. Que luris aufcris tarn dira cupido ? 



And to this caufe peradventure 
lay be reduced the lirange efleft 
?hich is frequently fecn in England, 
when, at th$ approach of the mur- 
derer, the flain body fuddenly 
bleedeth afrefli: for certainly the 
fouls of them that are treacherouf- 
ly murdered by furprlfe, ufe to ic-vc 
their bodies with extreme unwill- 
lgncfs, and with vehement indig- 
nation agamft them that force them 
to fo unprovided and abhorred a 
pallage. That foul then, to wreak 
its evil talent againft the hated 
murderer, and to draw a juft and 
defired revenge upon his head, 
would do all it can to manifeft the 
author of the faft, to (peal 
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cannot; for in itfelf, it wanteth 
organs of voice; and thofe it is 
parted from, arc now grown too 
heavy, and are too benummed for 
it, to give motion unto. Yet ibme 
change it defireth to make in the 
body which it hath fo vehement 
inclinations to, and therefore is the 
aptefl for it to work upon : it mud 
then endeavour to caufc a motion 
in the fubtlcft and mod fluid parts 
(and confequently, the molt move- 
able ones) of it. This can be no- 
thing but the blood; which then 
being violently moved, mutt needs 
guih out at thofc places "where it 
findeth iflues* 

Our author cannot believe that 
the world will perifli upon the ruins 
of its own principles : but Mr* 
White hath demonftrated the end 
of it upon natural reafon. And 
though the precife time for that 
general deftruction be inlcrutable; 
yet he learnedly /heweth an ingeni* 
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axis rule whereby to meafure in fome 
fort the duration of it, without be- 
ing branded (as our author threat- 
neth) with convincible and ftatute 
raadnek, or with impiety* And 
whereas he will have the work of 
this laft great day, the fumnier up 
of all part days, to imply annihila- 
tion and thereupon incereiteth God 
only in it ; i mult beg leave to con- 
tradict him, namely in this point, 
and to affirm that the letting loofe 
then of the molt a&ive elements 
to deftroy this face of the world, 
will but beget a change in it ; and 
that no annihilation can proceed 
from God Almighty: for his eflence 
bstog* (as I faid before) felf exifl> 
ence, it is more impoffible that 
not-being fhould flow from him, 
then that cold fhould flpvv imme- 
diately from fire, or darknefs, from 
tfajpfelal pretence* light* ^ • 
I mull needs acknowledge, that 
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agaioft one another, and confidereth 
that the latter is to be a kind of 
nothing for a mdment, to become 
a pure fpirit within one inftant; 
and what folioweth of this llrong 
thought is very handfomely Grid, 
and argueth very gallafit and gene- 
rous reiolutions in him. 

To exemplify the immortality of\ 
of the foul, he needeth not have 
recourfe to the phiiofopher's (tone* 
His own (lore furniflieth him with 
a molt pregnant one of reviving r a 
plant (the tune numerical plant) 
out of its own afhes. But under 
his favour, I believe his experi- 
ment will failj If under the notion 
of the fame, he comprehendeth all 
the accidents that firil accompanied 
that plant ; for fince in the allies 
there rcniaineth only the fixed fait, 
I am very confident that all the co- 
lour, and much of the odour and 
talleof it is flown away with the 
volatile falc. 
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What ftiould I fay of his making 
fo particular a narration of perfon- 
al things, and private thoughts of 
his own ; the knowledge whereof 
can, not much conduce to *any 
man's betterment, which 1 make 
account is the chief end of his writ- 
ing this difcourfe; as where he 
fpcaketh of the foundnefs of his 
body, of the courfe of his diet, of 
the coohiefs of bis blood at the 
fummcr folftice of his age, of his 
negle£t of an epitaph, how long 
he hath lived or may live, what 
Popes, Emperors, Kings, Grand- 
Seigniors, he hath been contempo- 
rary unto, and the like, would ic 
not be thought that he hath a fpe- 
cial good opinion of hi mi elf, (and 
indeed he hath reafon) when he 
maketh fuch great princes the land- 
marks in the chronology of hi 
ielf ? Surely, if he were to wri 
by retail the particulars of his ® 
(lory and life, it would be a no- 
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table romance, fince he telleth us 
in one total fum, it is a continued 
miracle of thirty years. Tho f he 
creepeth gently upon us at firft, 
yet he groweth a giant, aa Atlas 
(to ufe his own expreflion) at the 
laft. But 1 will not cenfure him as 
he that made notes upon Balik's 
letters, and was angry with him for 
vexing his readers with ftories of 
choiicks, and voiding of gravel. I 
leave this kind of his expreflions, 
without looking further into them.' 1 
In the next place, my Lord/ 
I fhalt take occaGon, from our^^Y 
author's letting fo great a difTe-* 1 l *^J 
rence * between moral honefty and' 14 
virtue, or being virtuous, (to ufe**^ ( 
his ownphrafe) out of an inbred**** ^ 
loyalty to virtue ; and, on the o- 
ther fide, being virtuous for a re- 
ward's fakes To dlfcourfe a little 
concerning virtue in this life, and 
the etTe&s of it afterwards. Tru- 
Kk lv, 



- Sea 



ly, my Lord, however he feemcth 
to prefer this latter, 1 cannot but 
value the other much before it, if 
we regard the noblenefe and hero* 
kknefc of the nature and mind from 
whence they both proceed : And * 
wc confider ihc journey's end, t 
which each of them carrieth ub* I 
am confident the firft yieldcth no 
thing to the fecund, but indec 
loth meet in the period of beati- 
tude. To clear this point (which 
is very ^wcll worth the wiieft man's 
mg»ft fcrious thoughts) wc" mult 
conlider, what it is thut bringeth 
us to this exxellcnt (bite, to be hap* 
py in the other world of eternity 
and immutability* It is agreed o 
all hands to be God's grace and 
favour to us : But all do not agree 
by what ileps his grace prqduccth 
thus effect. Herein I ihali no; 
trouble your Lordthip with a I i 
ditcouife, how that grace workct 1 
in us, (which yet 1 will iu a word 

UUal 
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touch anon, that you may con- 
ceive what I underftand grace to 
be) but will fuppofe it to have 
wrought its effect in us in this 
life, and from thence examine what 
hinges they are that turn us over 
to beatitude and glory in the next. 
Some confidcr God as a judge, that 
rewardeth or punifheth men, ac- 
cording as they co-operated with 
or repugnM the grace he gave. 
That according as their actions 
plcaie or dilpleafe him, he is well 
affetted towards them, or angry 
with them; and accordingly ma- 
keth them efFcdhially to feel the 
effefis of his kindnefs or indigna- 
tion. Others that fly a higher 
pitch, and arc fo happy, 

— Ut rcrum potcrtnt cognofcerc cau&s, 

do conceive that beatitude, and mi- 
fcry in the other life* are effetts 
hat aecelFarUy and orderly flow 

out 
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out of the, nature of thofe caufes 
that begot them in this life, with- 
out engaging God Almighty to give 
a fentence, and aft the part of a 
judge, according to the ftate of our 
caufe, as it fhall appear upon the 
accufations and pleadings at his 
great bar. Much of this manner of 
expreffion, is metaphorical, 'and 
rather adapted to preferve vulgar 
minds duties ( that are awed with 
the thought of a fevere judge, fitt- 
ing every minute a&ion of theirs) 
than fuch as we muft conceive their 
circumftance of them to pafs fo in 
reality as the literal found of the 
words feems to infer in ordinary 
conftrudlion: and yet all that is 
true too, in its genuine fenfe. But, 
my Lord, thefe tnore penetrating 
men,* and who. I conceive are vir- 
tuous upon higher and ftronger 
motives (for th6y truly and folidly 
know why they are fo) do confi- 
der that what impreflions are once 
» made 



made in the fpiritual lubftance of a 
foul, and what afFeftiOns it hath 
A once c on t radi&ed, do ever remain 
in it till a contrary and diametrical- 
ly contradicting judgment and af- 
fection, do obliterate it, and expel 
ifc thence, this is the reafon why 
contrition, forrow and hatred for 
paft fins, is incharged us. If then 
the foul goes out of the body with 
impreilions and affections to the 
objects, and pleafures of this life, 
it continually Ungereth after th< 
and as Virgil learnedly as ^ 
^viuly) GutS. SAjfiU 

.-...Qt»x gratia curruro, & 
Armorumque (ml vivis, qu&cura o!tcntcs t 
Palccrc equos cad cm loquitur tcUurc repoltos. 

But that being a ftate wherein 
thole objefts neither are, nor can be 
enjoyed, it mult needs follow that 
fuch a foul mull be in an exceeding 
anguifti, forrow and affliction, 
being deprived of them ; and 
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want of rhofe it fa much prizcth, 
will negletft all other contentments 
it might have, a» not having a re- 
Ulh or tafte moulded and prepared 
to the favouring of them ; but like 
fcavcriih tongues, that, when they 
are even fcorched with heat, take no 
delight in the molt pleating liquors, 
at the fwceteft drinks feem bitter to 
them, by lWon q( their overflow- 
* n g gull i lo they even hate whatfo- 
ever good is hi their power, and 
thus pine away a long eternity. In 
hfi i the fl trpi efs &nd tivjry of 
cjr H<iU)j An guilt, and lad coodU 
fo be meafured by the fen- 
of their natures: which 
being then purely fpiritual, is in a 
foamier Infinitely more than any 
rracnt that in thh life c&n be io- 
itfted upon a dull grot body. To 
tliis add, the vexation it nuifl he 
to them, to fee: how incftinuble 
and infinite a good they have lofl ; 
and loft meerly by their own (aulu 
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and for momentary trifles, and 
childrens play ; and that was fo ea- 
fy for them to have gained it* had 
they remained but in their right 
fenfes, and governed themfelves ac- 
cording to reafon. And then judge 
in what a tortured condition they 
muft be, of remorfe and execrating 
themfelves for their moft refupine 
and fenfelefs madnefs. But if on 
the other fide, a foul be releafed 
out of this prifon of clay and ftefti, 
with aiFe&ions fettled upon intel- 
lectual goods, as truth 
and the like : a\id tn 
tained to an Irkibme i 
flat pleafures of this world; and 
looks upon carnal and fcnfual ob- 
jects with a difdainfol eye, as dis- 
cerning the contemptible inanity in 
em that is fet off only by their 
inted outfidej and above all, that 
jc have a longing defire to be in 
the fociety of that fupereminent 
caufe of caufes, in. which tb 
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know are heaped up the treafure of 
all beauty, knowledge, truth, de- 
light, and good whatfoever; and 
therefore are impatient at the de- 
lay, and reckon all their abfence 
from him as a tedious baoifhment ; 
and in that regard hate their life 
and body as the caufe of this di- 
vorce : fuch a foul I fay mud . ne- 
cefTarily, by reafon of the temper 
it is wrought into, immediately at 
the inftant of the body's diflblutidn 
and its liberty, more contentment, 
more joy, more true happinefs, 
,than it is poflible for a heart of 
flefh to have fcarce any fcantling 
of, much lefs to comprehend. 

For immenfe knowledge is natu- 
ral to it, as I have touched before. 
Truth, which is the adequate and 
fatisfying objedl of the underftand- 
ing, is there difplayed in her own 
colours ; or rather without any. 

And that which is the crown of 
all, and in refpeft of which all the 
xtra^ reft 



reft is nothing ; that infinite entity 
which above all ihiugs this ibul 
thirfteth to be united unto, cannot 
for his own gopdnefs fake, deny 
his embraces to ib affectionate a 
creature, and to Inch an enflamed 
love- If he fhould, then that foul, 
for being the bell, and for loving 
him moft, were condemned to be 
unhappidt. For what joy could 
flie have in any thing, were Ihe bar* 
red from what (he fo infinitely lo- 
veth? But Jince the nature of fu- 
perior and excellent things le to 
(bower down their propitious in- 
fluences, wherefoeyer there i$ a cil 
pacity of receivihg them, and ncf 
obftacle to keep them out, (like the 
fun that illuminateth the whole 
air, if no cloud, or folid opacous 
body interveen) it followeth clear- 
ly, that thus infinite fun of juftice, 
this immcnfc ocean of goodnefs, 
jaot chufe but environ with his 
ni$, and rcplemfli even beyond 
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fatiety with his delightfom wa- 
ters, a foul fo prepared and temper- 
ed to* receive theai. 

Now, my Lord, to makeufeof 
this difcourfe, and apply it to what 
begot it, be pleafed to determine- 
which way will deliver us eveneft 
and fmootheft to this happy end of 
our journey : To be virtuous for 
hope of reward, and through fear 
of punifhment, or to be fo out of 
a natural and inward affe.&ion tc? 
virtue, for virtue's and reafon's fake? * 
Surely one in this latter condition, 
not only doth thofe things which 
will bring him to beatitude; but . 
he is fo fecured, in a manner, un- 
der an armour of proof, that he is 
almoft invulnerable ; he can fcarce 
mifcarry, he hath not fo much as 
an inclination to work contrarily, 
the alluring baits of this world 
tempt him not; he difliketh, he 
hateth even his neceflary commerce 
with them while he liveth. On 

the 



the other fide, the hireling that 
that lteereth his courfe only by his 
reward and punilliment, doth well 
I confefs; but he doth it with re- 
luctance, he carrieth the ark, God's 
image, his foul, fafely home, it is 
true, but he loweth pitifully after 
his calves that he leaveth behind 
him among the Philiftines. In a 
word, he is virtuous,but if he might 
fafely, he would do virions things. 
And hence is the ground in nature, 
if lb I may fay, of our purgatory. 
Methinks two fuch minds may not 
unfitly be compared to two maids, 
whereof one hath a little fprinkling 
of the green Gcknefs, and hath more 
mind to eat alhes, chalk, or leather, 
than meats of folid and good nourilh- 
mcnt j but forbeareth them, know- 
ing the Janguiibing condition of 
health it will bring her tot But the 
other having a* ruddy, vigorous and 
perfeft conftitution, and enjoying 
a complear, entire eucrafy, delights 

in 
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in no food but of good noimiture, 
and loaths the other's delights. Her 
health is difcovered in her looks, 
and Ihe is fecure from any danger 
of that malady* whereas the other, 
for all her good diet, bcarcth in 
her complexion feme flckly tefti- 
mony of her depraved appetite ; 
and if flie be not very wary, flie is 
in danger of a rclapfe* 

* It is fit, in this place* to exa- 
mine our aiu!>^r*s apprchenfion of 
the end of fuch honeft worthies 
and philofpbcrs, (as he catleth them) 
that dyed before ChrifTs incarnatU 
on, whether any of them could be 
faved or no ? l"ruly, my Lord, I 
make no doubt at all, but if any 
llowed in the whole tenor of their 
es, the dictates of right reafon, 
pi that their journey was fecure 
to heaven* Out of the former dif~ 
courfe appeareth what temper of 
mind is necefiary to set thither. 
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And that reafon would diftate fuch 
a temper to a perfectly judicious 
man, (tho f but in the ilate of na- 
ture) as the bed and moft rational 
for him, I make no doubt at "all. 
But it is moft true, they are ex* 
ceeding fe\v t (if any) in whom rea- 
fon worketh clearly, and is not over- 
fvvayed by paffion and terrene affec- 
tions ; they are few that can difcem 
what is rcafonable to be done in c- 
very circumftance. 



DiU gcnhl, putuerc#— — 

And fewer, that knowing what is 
beft, can win of themfelvcs to do 
accordingly ; (video iKcfora ftrokqi 
detcriora fcqttor % being nioifc mens 
cafes) fo that, after all that can be 
expected at the hands of nature and 
reafon in their beft habit, iince the 
tapfc of them, we may conclude, 
ft Would have been a moft difficult 

thin* 
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thine for any man, and a moft im- 
poffible one for mankind, to attain 
unto beatitude, if Chriit had not 
come to teach, and by his example 
to fhew us the way. 

And this was the reafon of his in- 
carnation, teaching life, and death : 
for being God, we could not doubt 
his veracity, when he told us news 
of the other world;- having all 
things in his power^ and yet en- 
joying none of the delights of this 
life j no man fhoiild ftick at forgo- 
ing them, fm& his example fhew- 
eth all men that fuch a courfe is 
beft; whereas few are capable of 
the reafon of it: and for this laft a6t, 
dying in fuch an afflicted manner, 
he taught us how the fecureft way 
to ftep immediately into their per- 
fect happinefs, is to be crucified to 
all the defires, delights, and con- 
tentments of this world. , 

But to come back to our phyfi- 
cian: truly, my Lord, I muft needs 
^ pay 
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pay him (as his due, the acknow- 
ledging his pious difcourfes to be 
excellent' and pathetical ones, con- 
faining i worthy motives, to incite 
one to virtue and to deter one from 
vice : thereby to gain heaven, and 
to avdid' 'hell. AfTuredly he is own- 
er of a folid head, and of a ftrbng 
generoirs*heart/ Where he imploy- 
eth his thoughts upon fuch things, 
as refoft to no higher, or more 
abftrufe principles than fuch as qc- 
cur in ordinary converfation with/ 
the world ; or in the common tract 
of fhldy vand learning, I know no 
man would fay better. But when 
he meeteth with fuch difficulties as 
his riext co: :erning the refurreftion 
of the body, (wherein, after deep, 
meditation, upon the moft abftraft- 
ed principles, and fpeculations 'of 
the metaphyficks* one hath much 
ado to folve the appearing contra- 
dictions in nature) there, I do not 
at all wonder he fhould tread a little 

- / a- wry, 
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l a-wry, and go aftray in. the dark; 

for I conceive his courfe of life 
hath not permitted him to allow 
much time f unto the unwinding of 
, fuch entangled and abftra6fcd fub- 
tleties. But if it had, I believe 
his natural parts are . .fuchsias he 
might have kept the chair from 
mo ft men I know : for eVen where : 
he roveth wideft, it is with fa much, 
b 26/ ' wit and.lharpnefs, as puttijig me 
zf£f$ in. mind of. a great mans cenfure 
upon jofeph Scatiger's Cyclometri- 
ca. (a matter he was not well ver- 
fed in) that he had rather , err fo in- 
genioufly as he did, than hit upon 
truth in that heavy manner that the 
jefuit his antagoriift wrote his 
books in. Mod affuredly his wit 
and fmartnefs in this difcourfe, is of 
. the fineft ftandard ; and his.infight 
into feverer learning, will appear as 
piercing upto fuch as ufe not ftri&ly 
the touchftone'and the teft, to ex- 
y amine every piece of the glittering 

coin, 
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coin, he payeth his reader with* 
But to come to the refurre&ion a . 
Methinks it is but a grofs concepti- 
on, to think that every atom of the 
prefent individual matter of a bo- 
dy ; every grain of afhes of a burn- 
ed cadaver, fcattefed by the wind 
throughout the world, and after 
numerous variations changed per- 
adventure into the body of another 
man, flhould at the founding of the 
laft trumpet be raked together a- 
gain from all the corners of the 
earth, and be made up a new into 
the fame body it was before of the 
firft man. Yet if we will be chrifti- 
ans, and rely upon God's promifes, 
we muft believe that we fhall rife a- 
gairi with the fame body, that walk- 
ed about, did eat, drink, and live 
here on earth; and that we flialtfee 
our Saviour and Redeemer, with 
the fame, the very fame eyes, where- 
with we now look upon the fading 
Mm glories 

*Se&XLVI.X£tf2Dl 
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glories of this contemptible world, 
H6w fhall thefe feeming contra- 
rieties be reconciled? if the latter 
be true why ftiould not the former 
be admitted ? To explain this riddle 
the better, give me leave to aik your 
Lordfhip if you* now fee thqj can- 
nons, the enfignes, the arms, and 
other martial preparations at "Ox- 
ford, with the fame eyes, where- 
with* many years ago you looked 
upon Porphiry's and Ariftotle's 
learned leaves there? I doubt not 
but^ you will anfwer me, afiuredly 
with the very fame. Is that noble 
and graceful perfon of yours, that 
begetteth both delight and reve- 
rence in every one that looked* up- 
on it? Is that body of yours, that 
now is grown to fuch comely and 
full dimenfions, - as nature can give 
her none more advantagious, the 
fame perfon, the fame body, which 
your virtuous and excellent mother 
bate nine months in her chafte and 
" . honour. 
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honoured womb, and that your 
nurfe gave fuck unto? Moll: certain- 
ly it is the fame. And yet if you 
confider it well, it cannot be doubt- 
ed, but that frublunary matter^ be- 
ing in a perpetual flux, and in bo- 
dies which have internal principles 
of heat and motion, much continu- 
ally tranfpiring out to make room 
for the fupply of a new aliment^ at 
length, in long.procefs of tiine, all 
is fo changed, as that fhip at Athens 
may as well be called the fame fliip 
that* was there two hungered }^ears 
before, and whereof (by reafon of 
the continual reparations) not one 
foot of the timber is remaining in I 
her of which fhe was built at the 
jfirft : as this body now, can be called 
the fame it was, forty years ago, 
unlefs fome higher confideration 
keep up the identity of it. Now 
what that is, let us examine, and , 
whether or no it will reach to our 
difficulty of the refurreftion. Let 

^ us 
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us confider then how that which 
giveth the numerical individuation 
to a body, is the f ubftantial form,. 
As long as that remaineth the fame, 
tho' the matter be in a continual 
flux and motion, yet the thing is 
ffcill the fame. There is not one 
drop of the fame water in the 
Thames, that ran down by White- 
hall yefternight ; yet no man will 
deny, but that it is the fame river 
that was in Queen Elizabeth's time, 
as long as it is fupplied from the 
fame conynon flock, the fea. Tho' 
this example reacheth not home, it 
illuftrateth the thing. If then the 
form remain abfolutely the fame af- 
ter feparation from the matter, that 
it was in the matter, (which can 
happen only to forms, that fubfift 
by themfelves ^ as human fouls) it 
followeth then, that whenfoever it is 
united to" matter again, (all matter, 
coming out of the fame common 
magazine) it maketh again the fame, 
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man, >tfith the fame eyes, arid all 
the fame limbs that were formerly ^ 
Nay, he is compofed of the fame 
individual matter : for it hath the 
fame diftinguifher and individuator ; 
to wit, the fame form or fo u l . Matte| 
confidered firiglyby itfelf h ath no 
diftinfiion : all matter is in itfelf the 
fame ; we muft fancy it, > as we do 
the indigefted chaos ; it is an uni- 
formly wild ocean. Particularize 
a few drops of the fea, by filling a. 
glafs full of them, then that glafs- 
full is diftinguifhed from all the reft 
of the watery bulk : But return back 
thefe few drops to from whence they 
were taken, and the glafs-full that ^ 
even now had an individuation by 
itfelf, lofeth that, and groWeth one 
and the fame with the other main f 
ftock : Yet if you fill your glafs a- vJ 
gain, wherefoev.er you take it up, 
fo it be of the fame uniform bulk \8* 
of water you had before, it is the £ 
fame glafs-fuil of water that you ■ ? 

had. > 
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had. But, as I faid before, this ex.- 
* ample fitteth intirely, no more than 
the other did. In fiich abftra&ed 
fpeculations, where we muft con- 
fider matter withou t form, (which 
. hath no actua l bein g) we muft not 
expert adequ^ted examples in na- 
ture. But enough is faid to make 
a fpec ulative man lee, that if God 
fhould join tjie foul of a lately dead 
man (even while his dead corps 
| fhould lye entire in his winding 
£heet here) unto a body made of 
earth taken from fome mountain 
in America, it were moft true and 
: certain, that the body he fhould 
\ then leav e by, were the fame i- 
| dentical body he lived with before 
j his death and late refurredtion. It 
is evident that fame-nefs, this-nefs 
and. that-nefs, belongeth not to mat- 
ter by itfelf, (for a general indiffe- 
rence runneth through it all) but 
only as it is diftinguifhed and indK 
viduated by the form. Which, in 

our 
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our cafe, whenfoever the fame foul ^ ? 
doth, it muft be underftood always^., 
t o t*e the fame matter and body. ? 

This point thus paffed over, I 
may add to it what our author faith 
of a magazine of fubfiftent forms 
refiding firft in the chaos, and here- 
after (when the world fliall be de- 
ftroyedby fife) in the general heap 
of afhes ; out of which God's voice ^ 
did, and fhall, draw them out and 
cloath them with matter. This 
language were handfome for a poet 
or a rhetorician to fpeak. But in 
a philofopher, that fhould reafon 
ftrictly and rigoroufly,! cannot ad- 
mit it ; for certainly there are no 
fubfiftent forms of corporeal things : 
(excepting the foul of man, which 
befides being an informing form, 
hath another particular confiderati- 
on belonging to it, too long to 
fpeak of here) but whenfoever that 
compound is deftroyed, the form 
periftieth with the -whoje. And for 

the 
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the natural produ&ion of corporeal 
things ; I conceive it to be wrought 
out by the action and paffion of the 
elements among themfelves ; which 
introducing new tempers and difr 
portions into the bodies where 
thefe conflicts pafs; new forms fuc- 
ceed old ones, when the difpofiti- 
ons are raifed to fuch a height as 
can no longer confift with the pre- 
ceeding form, and are in the im- 
mediate degree to fit the fucceed- 
ing one, which they ufher in. The 
myftery of all which I have at large, 
tmfolded in my above mentioned 
treatife of the- immortality of the 
foul. 

a I fliall fay no more to the firft 
of our phyfician's difcourfe, after I 
have obferved how his confequence 
is no good one, where he infer- 
reth r that if the devils foreknew 
who would be damned or faved, it 
would fave them the labour, and 

en4 
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1 end their work of tempting man- 
^kind to mifchief and evil. For\ 
J? whaifoever their moral d^fign and 
^ fuccefs be in it, their nature impel- 
leth them to be always doing it. 
For, on the one fide, they are ac- 
tive in the higheft degree, (as be- 
ing pure a£ts, that is fpirits,) fo, 
on the other fide, they are malign 
in as great an excefs : By the one. 
they muft be always working where- 
foever they may work, (like wa- 
ter in a veffel full of holes, that 
will run out of every one of them 
P which is not flopped). By the o- 
^r^ther, their whole work muft be 
tjg malicious and mifchievous.' Join- 
^ ing then both thefe . qualities toge- 
^ **ther, it is evident they, will always* 
d jkbe tempting mankind, fho' they 
I^Kknow they fball be fruftrate of their 
moral end. ff ^ 

3ut were it. not time that I made. 
m end ? Yes, it is .more than time, . 
And therefore, having once parted ; 

Nn the 
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the limit that confined what was 
becoming, the next ftep carried me 
into the ocean of error; which be- 
ing infinite, and therefore. more or 
lefs bearing no proportion in it, I 
will proceed a little further, to take 
a fhort furvey of his fecond part ; 
and hope for as eafy pardon after 
this addition to my iiidden and in- 
digefted remarks,* as if I had inclof- 
ed them up now* 

Methinks, he beginneth with 
fome what an affefted difcourfe, to 
prove his natural inclination to cha- 
rity,* which virtue is the intended 
theme of all the reft of his difcourfe. 
And I doubt he miftaketh the low- 
eft orb or limb ' of that ..high fera- 
phick virtue, for the top and per- 
ifedtion of it ;> and maketh a kind of 
human compaflioij to be divine' 
charity. He will have k to be a 
• general way of doing good : it is 
true, he addeth, for God's fake ; 
but he atlayeth^that again, with fay* 

ing, 
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ing, he will have that good done 
as by obedience, stad to ,accomplilh 
God's wiil> and looketh at the ef- 
fects it worketh upon our fouls but 
in a narrow compafs; like, one in 
the vulgar throng, that corifidereth 
God as a judge, and as a rewarded 
or a punifher: whereas perfect cha^j! 
rity is that vehement love of God 
for his own fake, for' his goodnefs, 
for his beauty,, for his excellency, 
that carrieth all the motions of our 
fouls dire&ly and violently to him ; 
and maketh a man difdain, or ra- 
ther hate all obftacles that may re- 
tard his journey to him. And that . 
face of it that looketh toward ! 
mankind with whom we live, and I 
warmeth us to do others good, is 
but like the overflowing of the 
main ftream, that fwelling^ above 
its banks runneth over in a multi- 
tude of little channels. 

I am not - fatisfied, that in the 
liknefs which he putteth between 

God 
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God and man, he maketh the dif- 
ference between them to be. but 
fuch as between two creatures that 
refemble one another; for between 
thefe, there is fome proportion ; 
but between the others none at all. 
In the examining of which, dif- 
courfe, wherein the author obferv- 
eth that no two faces are ever feen 
to be perfedtly alike ; nay, no two 
pictures of the fame face were e- 
ver exactly made fo ; I could take 
' occafion to infert a fubtile and 
delightful demonftration of Mr. 
Whites, wherein he flioweth how 
it is impoffible that two bodies, 
for example two bowls, fhould ever 
be made exaftly like one another ; 
nay, not rigoroufly equal in any 
one accident, as namely in weight, 
but that ftill there will be fome little 
difference, -and inequality between 
them, (the reafon of which obfer- 
vation, our author meddleth not 
with) were it not that I have been 

• ' fo 
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To long already, as digreffions were 
now very unfeafonable. ' 
. Shall I commend or cenfure our 
author, for believing fo well of his 
acquired knowledge,,as to be dejeft-" 
ed at the thought of not being 
able to leave it for a legacy among 
his friends? Or fhalLI examine 
whether it be not a high injury 
to wife and gallant princes, who 
out of the generofity, and noble- 
nefs of their nature "do patronize 
arts and learned men, to impute 
their fo doing to vanity of defi- 
ring praife, or to fear of reproach? 

But let thefe pafs : I will not in- 
gage any that may befriend him in a 
quarrel againft him. But I may fafe- 
ly produce Epi&etus to contradidt 
him, when he letteth his kindnefs 
engulf him in deep affli6lions for a 
friend : For he will not allow his 
wife man to have an inward relent- 
ing, . a troubled feeling, or compaf- 

. fion 
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fion of another's misfortunes that 
difordereth the one, without any- 
good to the other* Let him afford 
all the affiflances and relief in his 
power ; but without intermingling 
himfelf in the other's woe* As an* 
gels that do us good, but have n o 
paflion for u s* But this gentleman's 
kindnefs goeth yet further: He 
compareth his love of a friend to 
his love of God, the union of friends 
-fouls by affection, to the union of 
three perfons in the Trinity,' and 
to the % hypoftatical union of two 
natures in, one Chrift, bythef Word's $ 
incarnation. Moft certainly he ex-^ 1 
prefleth himfeif to be a right good^ j 
n atured man : But if St, Auguftine J ^ n 
fetradkedTo feverely his pathetical^ J 
expreflions for the death of his | Mj 
friend, faying, they favoured more * 
of the rhetorical declamations of^l 
a you ng orator, than' of the grave 
confHfibn of a devout Chriftian, (or 
fbmewhat to that purpofe) what 
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cenfure upon himfelf may we ex- A 
peft of our phyfician, if ever he I 
make any retra&ion of this difcourfe \ 
concerning his religion ? > 

It is no fmall misfortune to him, \ ' 
that after fo much time fpent, and 
fo many places vifited in curious * 
fearch, by travelling after the ac- 
quifition of fo many languages, af- 
ter wading fo deep in fciences, as 
appeareth by the ample inventory 
and particular he maketh of him- 
felf: The refult of all this, fliould 
be to profcfs ingenuoufly he had 
ftudied enough, only to become a 
Sceptick ; and that having run thro* 
all forts of learning, he could find 
'reft and fatisfadlion in none. This, 
I confefs, is the unlucky fate of 
tfiofe that, light upon wrong prin- 
ciples. But Mr* White teacheth us 
how the theorems and demonftra- 
tions of phyficks may be linked 
and chained together as ftrongly, 
and as cpntinuedly as they are in 

mathe r 
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mathcmaticks, if men would but 
apply themfelves to a right me- 
thod of ftudy* Ahd I do not find 
that Solomon complained of igno- 
rance in the height of knowledge, 
(as this gentleman faith ) but only, 
that after he hath rather acknow- 
ledged himfelf ignorant of nothing, 
but that he underftood the natures 
of all plants, from the cedar to 
the hyfop, and was acquainted 
with all the ways and paths of wiP 
dom and knowledge, he exclaim- 
eth that all this is but toil and vex 
at ion of fpirit ; and therefore advi- 
fcth men to change human iludics 
into divine contemplations and af- 
fections* 

i cannot agree to his refolution 
of fhutting bis books, and giving 
over the fesurch of knowledge, and 
religning himfelf up to ignorance, 
upon the reafon that moveth him, 
as tho' it were extreme vanity to 
wafte our days in thepurfuit of tba 

which, 
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€yes *of;dur body, to : opefi thofe ' 
of our foal, we fhall gain with 
eafe, we fhall enjoy by rnfufion, 
aiid is an acceirary pf our glorifi- 
cation. It is true, fo foofi as death 
ha th played the faiidwife to our fe- c #/> 
« cond birth , our fouls fhall then fee 
ail truths, more freely than our 
corporeal eyes at our firft birth fee 
all bodies and colours, by t he nam* - 
r al power of them, (as I have touch- j* ~2 £ 
ed already) and hot barely upon the 
grounds our author givetli. Yet 
far be it from us to think that 
time loft, which, in the interim, we 
fhall laborioufly imploy to warm 
ourfelves with blowing a few little 
fparks of that glorious fire which 
we fhall afterwards, in oneinftant, 
leap intq the middle of, without 
danger of fcorching. And that for 
two important reafons, (befides fe- 
veral others, too long to mention 
&~ h '* fort teantiuU^S^ o & ^^/^L^here)^ o 
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here) the one for the great advan- 
tage we have by learning in this 
life; the other for the huge con- 
tentment that the acquifkion of it 
hercj Qwhich implieth a ftrong af- 
fection to it,) will be unto us in 
the next life* The want of know- 
ledge in our firft mother, which 
expofed her to be ealily deceived 
by the fcrpent's cunning, was the 
root of all our enfuing mifery and 
woe. It is 'as tniei which we are 
taught by irrefragable authority, 
that wins pctcans igmrat : And the 
(piing-head of all the calamities, 
and mifchiefs in the world, conflfU 
eth of the troubled and bitter wa- 
ters of ignorance, folly and rafh- 
nels ; to cure which, the only re- 
medy and antidote is the fait of 
true learning, the bitter wood of 
ftudy, painful meditation, and or- 
derly confideratiun. I do not mea 
fuch ftudy as armeth wrangling 
champions for clamorous feboote, 
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where the ability of fubtle difpu- 
ting to and fro is more prized than ^w 7 . 
the retrieving of truth ; but fuch ^Ifti^wx 
filleth the mind with folid and*..*, 
ufeful notions, and doth not endan- 
ger the fwelling' it up with windy 
vanities. Befides, the fweeteft com- 
panion, and entertainment of a well 
tempered mihd, is to converfe fa- 
miliarly with the naked and be- _ 
witching beauties of thofe miftref- if!!!]^ 
fes, thofe truths and fciehces, which, 
by fair courting of them, they gain z^sss^ 
and enjoy ; and every day brings 
new, frefti ones to their feraglio ; rnu ^x 
where the moft ancient never grow • 
old or ftale* Is there any thing fo 
pleafing, or fo profitable as this ? 

— r-Njl dulcius eft, bene quam munita tenere 
Edita do&rinse, fapientunf templa ferena ; 
Defpicere unde queas alios, paflinrque videre 
Errare, atque viam palantcis quaerere vitee. • 

But now if we eonfid^f the ad- 
vantage we fh&ll h&vein. the other 
. - " life ~ I 
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life, by xjur aflfe&ion to fciences, 
and converfation with, thetn in this, 
it is wonderfully great. Indeed that 
affe£tion is fo rie.ceffary> as without 
it we (hall enjoy little contentment 
in all the knowledge We fh&ll then' 
be replenifhed with: for every ones, 
pleafure, in the poifeflion of a good> 
is to be meafured by his precedent 
defire of that good; and by the 
quality of the tafte and relifh of 
him that feedeth upon it. We 
-ftiould therefore prepare* and make 
our tafte before-hand, by actuftom- 
ing ourfelves to, and by often relifti- 
iiig what we fhall then be nourifh- 
ed with. That Englifhmaii that can 
drink nothing but beer, or ale, 
would be ill beftead, were he to 
go into Spain or Italy, where no- 
thing but wine groweth ? whereas 
a well experienced Goinfre , that 
can criticife upon the feveral taftes 
of liquors, would think his palate 
in paradife, among thofe delicious 

nectars, 
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nectars, tp ufe Aretine ? s phrafe up- 
on his eating o£ a? lamprey • Who 
was ever delighted with tobacco 
the firft time he took it? And wlur 
could willingly be without it after 
he was a white habituated to the 
ufe of it? How many examples are 
there daily of young: men, that,, 
marrying upon their fathers com- 
mand, not through' precedent a£»; 
fe&ions of their own, have little? 
comfort, in worthy arid handfcme 
wives, that others wouldr.pailionate- 
lyafFeft? Archimedes loft his lifir 
for being fo ravifhed with the de- 
light of a mathematical; demonftfra- 
tlon, that he could not of. a fudden 
recall his^nraptur'dfpiritsto attend 
the rude foldier's fummons: hut in* 
ftead of him, whofe mind had been 
always fed with fuch fubtile dyet, 
how many plain country gentle-' 
men doth your Lordfliip and I 
know, that rate, the knowledge of 
their husbandry at a much higher 

pitch / 
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pitch; and are extremely delighted 
by converting with that? whereas 
the other would be moll tedious 
and importunate to them. We may 
then fafely conclude, that, if we 
will joy in the knowledge we Aall 
have after death, we tnuft in our 
life time raiie within ourielves ear- 
ned atfe<5tions to it, and defires of 
it: which canno t be bar ren ones ; 
but will prefs upon us to gam lome 
knowledge by way of advance 
here; and the more we attain unto, 
the more we /hall be in love with 
what remaineth behind. To this 
reafon, then, add the other, how 
knowledge is the furett prop, and 
guide of our prefeot life; and how 
it pcrfefteth a man in that which 
nftitutcth him a man,, his reafon; 
d how it enableth him to tread 
boldly, rteadity, conftantly, and 
knowingly in all his ways : and I am 
confident, all men, that (hall hear 
the cafe thus debated, will join with 
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me in making it a fuit to out phy- 
lician, that he will keep his books 
open, and continue that progrefs 
he hath fo happily begun. 

But I believe your Lordfhip will 
fcarcely join with him in his wifh* 
that we might procreate and beget 
children without the help of wo- 
men, or without any conjunction 
or commerce with that fweet, and 
bewitching fex. Plato taxed his 
fellow philofopher, (tho' otherwife 
a learned and brave man) for not 
facrificingto the graces, thofe gentle 
female goddefles. What thinketh 
your Lordfhip of our phyficiaA's 
bitter cenfure of that a&ion which 
Mahomet maketh the eflence of his 
paradife? Indeed befides thofe his 
unkindnefles, or rather froward- 
nefles, to that tender-hearted fex, 
who rauft needs take it ill at his 
hands, methinks he fetteth marri T 
age at too low a rate, which is af- 
furediy the higheft and moft di- 
vine 
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•vin? link -of human fociety : a/id 
^feese he fpeafeeth of Gu^id, atid of 
beaptyi it is in fuch a phrafe, 41s 
putteth me. m min4 of the learn- 
ed <3reek reader in Cambridge, his 
courting his miftrefs out of Stephen's 
^I'frefaurus. 

- My next obfervation upon his 
diftourfe draweth <me to -a logical 
confederation of the nature of an 
€xa(£ fyllogifm : which kind of re- 
flexion, tho' it ufeth to open {he 4odr 
inthe courfe of learning and ftudy, 
yet will alnioft ftiut it in my di£ 
courfe, which my following the 
thread that my author fpinneth, af- 
flgneth to this place. If he had 
well and thoroughly confidered all 
that is required ' to that ftrict way 
of managing our reafon, he would 
not have cenfmred Ariftotle for con- 
demning the fourth figure, out of 
no other motive, but becaufe it 
was not confonant to his own prin- 
ciples j and that it would not fit the 

foun- 
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founcfotioakhehimfelf had laid; tho* 
(faith he) it is confonailt to rea- 
fon; which indeed k is not, at all 
times and in all drcumftances. In 
a perfect fyllogifm the predicate, 
muff be identified with the fubjeft, 
and each extreme with the middle 
term, an^L fo conqiiently all three 
with one another. But, in Galen's 
fourth figitre, the cafe may fo fall 
out,- as. thefe ml© will not be cur- 
rent there. 

As for the good and excellency 
that hd confidereth in the worft. 
things, asid how far from folitude 
aaiy mian* is in a wiidernefs ; thefe 
are (inhh- difcaurfe) but equivocal % 
considerations of good, and of lone- 
liriefs r nor are they anyways perti- 
nent to the morality of that part 
wherein he treateth of them, 

I have much ado to believe what 
he ipeaketh confidently ; that he-is 
more beholden to Morpheus for 
learned' and rational, as well as plea- 
P p . fing 
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fing dreams, than to Mercury for ' 
finart and facetious conceptions; 
J/ fince Saturn (it feemeth by his rela- 
tion) hath looked afquint upon him 
in his nativity. 

In his concluding prayer, where- 
in he,, fummeth up all he wifheth, 
methinks his arrow is not winged 
with thjt fire which I fhould have 
expefted from /him upon this oc- 
cafion : for it is not the peace of 
confcience, nor the bridling up of 
one's affe&ions, that expreffeth the 
higheft delightfulnefs, and happieft 
ftate of a perfe6t Chriftian. It is 
love only that can give us heaven 
upon earth, as well as in heaven, 
and bringeth us thither too : fo that 
the Tufcan Virgil had reafon to fay, 

In alte dolcezze 

Non fi puo gioio, fe non amandoJ 

And this love muft be employed 
upon the nobleft and higheft ob- 
ject, not terminated in our friends. 

. But 
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But of this tranfcendent and divine 
part of charity, that looketh direct- 
ly and immediately upon God him- 
felf ; and that is the intrinfecal form, 
the utmoft perfection, the fcppe and 
final period of true rejigion, (this 
gentleman's intended theme, as I 
conceive) I have no occafion to 
fpeak any thing, fince my author- 
doth but tranfiently mention it ; 
and that too, in fuch a phrafe as 
ordinary catechifms fpeak of it to 
vulgar capacities. . . . 

Thus, my Lord, having run thro* 
the book (God knows how flight- 
ly, upon fo fudden a call) which 
your Lordfliip commanded me to 
give you an account of, there re- 
maineth yet a weightier tafk upon 
me to perform ; which is to erxcufe 
myfelf of prefumption, for daring 
to confider any moles in that face 
which you had marked for a beau- 
ty. But whoever well confiders 
my manner of proceeding in thefe 

remarks, 
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he will free me from that <:enfure% I 
offer not at judging of the prudence 
and wifdom of this difcourfe : thefe 
are»fit inquiries for your Lordfliip's 
court of higheft appeal ; in my infe- 
rior one, I meddle only with little 
knotty pieces of particular fcien- 
ces ; Matina apis inftar> &perofa par* 
vus carmina jingo ; in which it were 
perad venture a fault for your Lord- 
fliip to be too well verfed: your 
employments are of a higher and 
nobler ftrain ; and fuch as concern 
the welfare of millions of men:' 

Tu regere imperio populos^ Sackville, me- 
mento, 

Has tibi erunt artes ; pacifque imponere mo* 
rem. 

Such little ftudies as thefe, 'be- 
long only to thofe perfons that $re 
low in the rank they hold in the 
commonwealth, low in their con- 
ceptions, and low in a languifliing 
and rufting leifure ; fuch an one as 

Virgil 
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Virgil calletli ignobile ctium> and 
fuch an one as I am now lulled with* 
al. If Alexander or Caefar lhould 
have commended a*tra<5t of land, 
as fit to fight a battle upon for the 
empire of the world, or to build 
a city upon, to be the magazine 
and ftaple of all the adjacent coun- 
tries ; no body could juftly con- 
demn that husbandman, who, ac- 
cording to his, own narrow art and 
rules, fliould cerifure the plains of 
Arbela, or Pharfalia, for being in 
fome places fterile ; or the meadows 
about Alexandria, for being fome* 
times fubjeft to be overflown : or 
could blame any thing he (hould fay 
in that kind, as being a contradiction 
unto the others commendations of 
thofe places, which are built up- 
on higher, and larger principles. 

So my Lord, I am confident I 
lhall not be reproached of unman- 
nerlinefs, for putting in a demurrer 
unto a few little particularities in 

that 
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that noble difcourfe, to which* your 
Lordfhip gave a general applaufe ; 
and by doing fo, 1 have given your 
Lordlhip the befl account I can of 
myfelf, as well as of your com- 
mands^ . You hereby fee what my 
entertainments are, and how I play 
away my time, 

— Dorfet dum magnus ad altura 

Fulminat Oxotiium bello, vittorque volentes 
Per populos dat jura; viamq; affe&at Olympo. 

May your counfels there be hap- 
py, and fuccefsful in bringing about ; 
that peace, with which if we be 
not quickly blefled, a general ruin 
threatened! the whole , kingdom. 
V From Winchefter-houfe the 22d 
(I think I may fay the 23d, for I am 
fure it is morning, and, I think, it 
is day) of December, 1642. ' 

Your Lord/hips mojl humble 
. and obedient Jervant 9 - 
Kenelm Digby. 
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POSTSCRIPT. - 

My Lord, - 

LOoking over thefe loofe papers 1 
to point them, I perceive I torruJL? 
have forgotten what I promifed in 
eight lheet to touch at, i. e. a wordfc-*' "~ 
concerning grace : I do riot, con- fo V * 
ceive it to be a quality infufed by - 
God Almighty into a foul. > 

Such kind of difcourfing fatisfi- 
eth me no more in divinity, than 
in philofophy. I take it to be the 
whole complex of fuch real mo- 
tives, of which a folid account may 
be given ; as incline a man to vir- 
tue, and piety ; and are fet on foot 
by God's particular grace and fa- 
vour, to bring that work to pafs. 
As for example : to a man plunged 
in fenfuality, fome great misfortune 

hap- 




£ happeneth, that mouldcth his heart 
1 to a tendernefs, and inclineth him 
jt to muck thoughtfulnefs : in this 
J temper, he meeteth with a book, 
^ or a preacher, that reprefenteth, in 
lively manner, to him the danger 
of his own condition ; and giveth 
*J him hopes of (greater contentment 
— in other objefts, after he ihall have 
taken leave of his former beloved 
fins. This begetteth further con- 
vention with prudent and pious 
men, and experienced phyficians 
in curing the maladies of the foul; 
whereby lie is at laft perfectly con- 
^ verted, and fettled in a courfe of 
folid virtue, and piety. 

Now thefe ac cidents of his mif- 
fprtune, the gentlcnefs and fofenefs 
of his nature, his falling upon a 
good book, his encoontering with a 
pathetic k preacher* the- unpreme- 
ditated chance that brought him to 
hear his fermon, his meeting with 
other worthy men, and the whole 
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concatenation of all the interveen- 
ing accidents to work this good ef- 
fect in him, and that were ranged, 
and difpofed from all eternity, by- 
God's particular goodnefs and pro- 
vidence for his falvation; and with- 
out which he had inevitably been 
damned; th is chai n of caufes, o r- 
dered by ,God to produce this ef- 
fe&, I ungerftand to be grace. 

FINIS. 1U Ve^ 
* brt. au+ *» Mto *KiZ*T CL vert. 
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FIRST PA RT. 
PAGE I. 

# f ■ A HE general fcandal of my profejJlonS] 
I Phyficians (of which profeflion the 
author was) are commonly ill fpoke 
of in this behalf. It it a common laying, 
Ubi tres medici, duo athei. • The reafons, , 
why thofe of .that profeffion are more ready * 
to incur this cenlure, the author gives in . 
Seft. 19. Page 52.. 

f The natural courfe of my ftudies.] The 
vulgar lay not the imputation of atheifm 
upon phyficians alone, but upon philofb- 
phers in general ; who, becaufc they ftudy ; 
to underftand the operations' of nature, are 
blamed, as tho' they refted in the fecond 

caufes 
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caufes, without any refpeft to the firfl. Here, 
upon it was, that in the tenth age, PopeSU- 
vdter II. pafled for a magician, becaufe he 
undcrllood geometry, and natural phitofb- 
phy, Baron. Annaf. 990. And Apuleius 
long before him laboured under the fame 
fufpicion upon no better ground ; lie was 
accufed, and made a learned apology for 
himfel£ and in that hath laid down the 
ground of fuch accufotions, m thefe words ; 



ru 



Mr, trrciigtsjM f 
tnweritum, & 



Hjuodam rrrare smfentb* 
t(fantur f ut multos eorum 
meras & jimfiices riman- 
rf, esquc Mi wit Deos ab* 
ram, <£r Lucitpum, & 



cur am, c*ter$f$u<? rerum 
& in apolog. And it 
e who look upon the 
fecund caufes fcattered, may reft in them 
and go no farther, as ray Lord Bacon in 
one of his eilays oblbrveth ; but our atj- 
" m, thy e t$a true philofi>phy, from 
1 man oecomes an athcift. Ssfl. ^8. 
indifftrettcy of my behaviour, &c.J 
tor's behaviour, and cenenil mcthud 



undci 
ihe n 



(bat 
had 



w minded bigo*&, who arc lb over* 
ayed by a prtpoUcrous zeal, chat tbsy 

hate 
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hate all moderation hi difcourfing of religi* 

oh; they are the men forfooth qui jobs 

credant habendos ejfe Deos quos ipfi colunt. 

|| Not that I meer/y owe this title to the 
fonf] as moft do, taking up their religion ac- 
cording to the way of their anceftors ) this 
is to be blamed amongft all perfbns ; k was / 
pra&ifed as well amongft Heathens as Chri-/ 
ftians. ' ' 

Per caput hoc juro 9 per quod Pater ante fo- 
Jebat 9 faith Afcanius in Virgil: And.Apulek 
U3 notes it for an abfurdity. Utrum philo* 
fopho pitas turpe fcire ifta 7 an mfcife f ne- 
Jtjigere, an curare f nojfe quanta fit etiam in 
tftts providentia ratio, an de diis immortalibus 
matri & fatri credere f faith he in apolog. 
and fo doth Minutius : Unufquifque vejlrute 
non cogitat prius fe debere deum noffe quant ah 
Jere 7 aum inconfuite gefliuntur parentibus obe* 
dire f dum fieri^malunt alieni err oris accejfie, 
quam fibi credete. Minut. in o&av.. 

Page 2 • * There- being a geography of re- 
ligions ,Scc] meaning the variotts denomina* 
tions of Chriftian* the6 (pread thro' Europe. 

Page 3. * IV herein I dtflike nothtngbut the 
name.l The Proteftant, as Carrying with it 
an infinuation of enmity and idikoro, iiKon- 
fiftent with the peace and harmony prelcri- 
bed by the gofpek : . . 

f Now 
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•| AW' tlr a a ui.'.-ifj i }t\\}\vjn ivherem t S;e,] 
The progreis of the reformation, from its 
firft beginnings is graphically defcribed by 
uanus in his hiftory, and by the author 
of the Hillary of the council of Trent \ 
which- Lait gives the following account: 
That Pope Leo X. h aving, by hi* profusion, 
o exhauf te d th e jreaYures oF the. cfuirdiTTie 
[j was conft rained to have recourle to the pu 
? bhlliing of indulgences to raiie money: 
3 fame of which he had dclVmcd to his own 
fi ireafiiry, and other part to his allies ; and 
^particularly to \w filler he gave all the mo- 
" Hey that Jhould be railed in Saxony ; and 
fhc, thjrt (lie might make die beft profir of 
the donation, commits it ro atit Arembol- 
dm, a Eilhop, to appoint treafLren* for thefe 
•indulgence^- Naw the cuftom was, that 
whenfoever thefe indulgences were lent in- 
to Saxony, they were, to be difperfed by the 
JHars Eremites, (of which order Luther 
ten way) hut Aremboldus's agents think- 
rirh themfelves, that the friars Eren 
lb Well acquainted with the trade, 
b bufinell would be left to them, they 
ihoold neither be able to give fo good an ac- 
ouni of their negotiation, nor yet get fr 
much themfetve* by it v as they might 
in cafe the bu fine is were comfiiiiw* to 3 
ther order;. they thereupon recommend 
0, and the bufuicft ii undertaken by. . t 
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Dominican friars, * who performed it fo ill, 
that the feudal ariiing both from thence, 
and from the ill lives of thole that let them 
on work, ftirred up Luther to write againft 
ihe abuies of theie indulgences : which was 
aU he did at firil ; but then, not lone after, 
being provoJced by fome fermons, and linall 
difcourfes that had been publiihed againft 
what he had written, he rips up the bull- 
nefs from the beginning, and publiihes 95 
Thefe9 againft it at Wittenberg. Againifc 
thefe,Tekel a Dominican writes ; then Lu- 
ther adds an explication to his. Eckius and 
Prierius, Dominicans, thereupon take the 
controveriy againft him: And now Luther 
begins to be hot; and becaufe his adverla- 
ries could not found the matter of indul- 
gences upon other foundations than the 
Pope's power ^and infallibility, this begets 
a difpute betwixt them concerning the 
Pope's power, which Luther inlifts upon as 
inieriour to that of a general council ; and 
lb by degrees he came on to oppolc the 
popifli doctrine of remilTion of (ins, penan- 
ces and purgatory ; and by reaibn of Cardi* 
alCajetan's imprudent management of the 
ottference he had with hhn, it came to 
ak t that he rejected the whole body of 
**piJh doctrine , So that by this we may 
fee what was the accidental occalion where* 
on! tht (lender means whcreby,and the ab* 
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jcci condition of rhc pcrfan by whom, 
work of the reformation wa* let on foot. 

Pag©^. * Y*t ktvfi I vot fi fkahtt At/? 
whbtbrft dfff*r*te rtfibtiWt&c. reMvt 
u ought id be-J The author here in 
lends th* pipiib, thcic adversaries who 
he had mentioned in the proceeding feVrti- 
on. And the meaning of the phnfc h not, 
what ic would (eem»at firft view/ that he 
had to made peace with them, but that hi 
had not lb far lopanued himltU from them, 
or bid ihem adieu, a* co fUnd dwmcfriod 
ly oppofite co them in every thing ^ to 
whith he imrnr Jiicc.ly after priced* t 
give his rcafom* 

Page to, • WWry VIII, thr bt rtjtBei * 
^ nfu£4 the fiiii *f Jtme.J So 
BuohaHifturi in hu own life, written by hlrrv 
(blfi telHfiefK, who, fpwfcing of his coming 
Engtind admit the Unfit Lnd nf ihn 

cr*nt htttrt<t x ui todw die, ac esdcpi ignf 
riuffUi* faflhmr <wi/V/ rrH&rMtur, Hen- 
rfctlrllt. j*m Jrtitvtt, i' < ftcurUa* 
a quant rtfigttmh furilati inttM** And for 
ronlrrm^riiin of this aiTonlon, w4< Sttt. r i 

in owf Ayr/0 Tba eapt&utan vv* in 
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the time of Pope Paul V. who, by excom- 
municating th;it republick, gave odcaikm 
to the Senate to bnnifh all fuch of the cler- 
gy as would not, oh account of the Pole's 
prohibition, adminifter the facraments; and 
upon that account thejefukes were caftour, 
and never fince 'received into that flate. 



Page I r • * Or be angry with hh judgment \ 
^tir aut hor"s thought here is ranch, 
the fame N with chat of Monf Montaigne, 
whom he has often in his eye, Cmubien di» 
wrfetmnt jugeons mut it cfofiff Ombten de 
foU thang&ws nous nos fantasies f Cejutje 
iienr aujourdhuy\ ce queje croif, je k tiens & 
h crsh de iaute ma crhance; mats nt mU f Jl il 
fas a&vinu nnn unt fcis^tiiau cettt $ mats mine 
cfr* $nut hs pnfs d'avrir rmbra/p quflquc autrt 
ctxfe dec,/ Montaigne fib. a, der ejfJtJ, cap 
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never betrayed more man wncn it is pro- 
lecuted with rntich eagernefc, and but lmie 
fufficiency; and therefore Zuinglius, tho* 
he were of Carolbfladius's opinion, in the 
point of the facramcnt of the eucharift, a- 
gainft Luther; yet he blamed him for un- 
dertaking the defence of that cauie agaiuft 
J^u thereat judging him able enough for the 
Rr encoun- 



cncrttinjea: fori 3 Met l&mercrum, faiili 
uf C^oloJlaiie, alluding co that nf Horace, 
ihattti? rmrtrt i#m ittftris § qui firribttis, tqwrm 
VbihtU) Jr v if fate quid fcrrt recujhtt 

Minorite Fcrlut ; Plerhtnque frv differ? r:- 
ti*ri virihu, & ckfiteffifd fQtefl&ir % eliam 
efotCH? Tftritifh crnJittu wutftun Minute 

in Ochv And Laftatuius fattli # iKU truth 
is verified iu Miuutius himfclf; For he 
fb.ira> nrtt to bWmc Him, Tcrrollian and 
Cvpii^n. falLfif ^cm) ^ *hcy haJ not 
wA dcMt r oocnigh defended the Chri- 

r,?** r- I could vifl) [hat chofe thut 
cfi'crfCu Win tiaitl not a* tnueli caufl* of 
mptaini againft him: fqrely lie? is noted 1 
V'ti had many error* toy/ft? ^ifrnr. 

I\,.r 1 ) 4 • /Cof iAiUed lerefies perijb nit 

1 *[}', Lap 12. lays, Natttrr tnfvrr^ 
$ ttrwie* *fe fv* fl/wrr/ oniittdir* t cMBlM 

». i?emt?th & vpi'tiwr 3es bftvmej ; eiht wt 
bw trvdutiv\!. Afld Cicero <fc 0#ai\ 
I, 1 . ftyx, Mfl fwm faminttm tmerstu fruten 
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g*l(d?JJ} f tf as tquai profunde/tiem, Jive if/as fri* 
m rtafeentes invettit $ five Rumen integrum 
fubter tot marxa, 6* cottfuftone fcjcth und& 
firvalum reddidit. Senec. de tw/Mat. ad Mir- 
tiam. 

Page t # Now the fir fl if mine ttw 
tharvf t/teZfrahartrfiia. ] In rhis fetfion, our 
author proceeds to enumerate the heretics 
wherewith he had jutt now faid his preenef 
ftudies had been polluted. The firli of 
thefe is the he'refy of the Arabians, to 
called, becaufe it appeared and fpread firll 
in Arabia, and that the broacher of ix was 
unknown. The doftor h 
what it was. It was though 
rcaftmablc, that Pope John 
be of that perliiafion ; and 
"that Bcllarmtne, tho' he condemns the 
nion, yet infills, that Pope John was n< 
tbclels infallible : For, faith Tic, he main 
tained this opinion when he might So 
without danger of liercfy ; as at the tim 
when he held that opinion there was node 
wJf finition of the church making it he 



fully ihoun 
fpecioti^ and 
31. came to 
i remarkable 



Page 1 6. 1. u. The fecund was that of Or 
jen~ See,] The opinion of Origen as re- 
sted by Sc. Auguftine, Epiphanius and St 
fcrom, wj*s, that not the (buk of men em 
►ui the devils theoifelve? fcottf J be dif* 
'ML m GkJ- i f* *l A^c^ar^d 



21 6 Critical Notes ubon 



charged from rorture, after 3 certain finite 
time. But Tome have endeavoured to tie* 
Origen from holding this opinipn. See a 
very nervous apology for this opinion, wrote 
in a fcries of letters by a late French alitor* 
imitlcd, ''The iy items of the ancients and 
" moderns reconciled as to the Hate of de- 
? parted fouls." <?* f i,i*i. ^ fiC, 

Page 17* 1-4- The frayer for ik icqdJ] 
This is Qur author?? third hcrcfy, and w:i 
gone into by leverals of the primitive Chri 
Itians, whp/tho 1 thpy did not admit of pnr 
gatory as an article of their &hh, yet oiler 
ed up prayers for the uf?3u. Sr. Auguilwc 
teltijmopy in this point is e*pre&. In h 
book de cur J fro mortuh ; he lays, Lcgi: 
el* f j tew pr& nttrtuis- focri ficiun? • fid He 



am commendatii 



Ibid. • Therefor* tbcfi 
^ make a hcretick it was he 
be not only error im ittfe 
iff vrfufttaje* Like d 
10 would mtnale heav< 



&c.} To 
here rnu(t 
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Page 23, * Pd as fo&n cimfi you wcitJJ 
p$*> that) apima eft apiielus homiflis, ££CvJ 
Various were flic definitions of the ancient 
phi lolbp hers qf the foul. The C alders 
held it, a virtue without form j X^nocraw 
and the Egyptians, 2 moving nuinb 
Parraenides, a c^nj pound of Jight & 
nefs ; Hefiod and AnaximwdeM corilillcnpc 
of earth and water ; Varro, an heated and dif- 
perfed air 9 fhales, a nature without repotfij 
AlcIepiadcSj an escrcitarion of ienfe j |ii 
raclides iiippofod it to be light j Enwedo 
cies, tp \>c blood ; Zeno, the quimc (fence 
of the elements ; Hippocrates, a fpirit di 
fufed through the body ; Galefy a hp* coin 
plexion ; Plato, a felf-moving fubltance ; 
ArUlotle^D en^ethia^. *. that which ra 
the body to move. But this Jail defini 
ii as rigid ^apy of the other ; iW this 
us not what elfenee, origin or na 
of the foul is, but only marks an cflcc 
41 1 an4 therefore %nifieth no more than Sjf 
he had faid, as the author's phraie U, tha£ 
it i$ aqge&ty fatwtthi or an intelligence 
thac inoveth man, as lie fuppofed thofe to 
do the heavens, ivrt 



Ibid. Li 



urn 



/X':. a* •< 



Ttutdc 



miotic, is 



a^nd 



\cys no id^ of i!ie thing intended 



mint 



3i8 Critical Notes upon 

min J. For vthar the wife* is any man, to 
tl him, that colutir doth rrnivc ath / i 
ttitmt t when hi; is not tnld how it come? 
be pcrfpicaotts, which it the thing m- 
:d after* The bimlenfem explanations 
6f thefe definitions by the commontacom 
give no light to th$m # but have rather co- 
vered them over vvirh a ihirket obfeuri ty. 
But there U no oecaGua to endeavour ft> 
t'tlope thefe now a-dayf t tlnce a cleui i t, 
and more rational phiblbphy b« (hone 
in the world, not dependent nn the whitn* 
find lyrtems of moping phiMophen, but 
upon experiment and n faithful ubiirn 
on of the worln ^f nature^ 

Fwrc 14* 1*9- r G- r ^ wftrf if 

re rW#w «w» rAr iwrf. Gen. H, s\ j Sr. An- 
guiliuc *t* £fftrf. j J Ihtr* d* - A i . r, 5V6. cn> 
deavoun to folvc thir, difficulty. But the 
Do&or, in hi*r vulgar eWure, !♦ 7. c. i, jhtiftt 
chtit wc have no realba to be confident, that 
thU fruit wis an apple. 

Ibid, • / M>>*'* fAf/ /&- frrptnt, £*cj 
Yet the Do^or, in hit vulgar errors ] 4 
c. t. &y* ( thar the form or kind of thh it 
pent it not agreed on ; yet Comcllor a 
firmed It was a dragon, Rigulrinuii a I 

Del no 01 viper, and oihctt commo 
foike: but of win! kind loci«nr it h 
WClli in the llini« volome, /. <f. c. 
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that there was no inconveniency, that the 
temptation fliould be performed in his pro* 
per fhape. 

Page 24. L i 5. Trial of the fuce/fge and 
virginity pf womenfac. videTteMt. xxii. 15/] 
Id order to. anfwer any obje&ion on this 
head,/ divines have had recourfe to the pe* 
culiar difpenfation given by God to the 
Jews, of which this was a part, and not 
common, or at leaft not holding univerfaH 
ly among other nations. . . ' 

There is foraething very (imilar 1 to this 
found in profane hiftory, and in an hiftprfc 
an of undoubted veracity, Julius CseGuy 
who in his eqmment. lib, 6, c. 21. writing 
of the manners of the Germans, lays, Qi(t 
diutijfime imfuberes fermanferunt, maximanf 
inter fuos ferunt Jaudem : hoc ak fiaturam f 
ali vires, nervofque confimmri futant r intrf ' 
unnum vera vigejimum femina notitiam babu- 
ijfe, in turfijftmis habent rebus; cujus rei nul- 
la efl occuitatio, quod, & fromifcife in flumi- 
nib us ferluuntur, & fellibus, aut farvis re no- 
vum tegumentis utuntur, magnp corporis parte 
. nuda. 

Ibid, f But liketvife^bole natrons have e* 
fcaped the curfe of cbild-birth,&c*~\ For this 
take the authority of Monf, Montaigne. 
Les douleurs de Penfantetiient, par les medi- 
cines cir far Dieu mefme eftimpes grandes 9 . 
«£r que nous pafforn avec tant de ceremonies > 



>TEfi UPON 



Page sf, I. ic. / renmnhit I em - 
, &c«] " When ymi iLut your do«>r t an J 
*havo darkened yovlf chamber, by no means 
"fcbinfe you are attmc r For cnily you arc 
1«j biitGod is in fhe cteimher with 
yoyr genhn i tuith ymy." .ftrtail* 
iijfcrt. in Efift* tit. i , c„ 14. 

Ibid, • flKfo J^rW «f e&mi 
a folftifm f Etemiry, ihV int 

hcnltbte by time* minds, hm yet been at 
tempi td n> btdciio&d by nhiWophei^w-hofe 
pride hitf ttnicd flhem fo'fcr*s m prerend 
10 a clonr cowprelienfion, mid capariry oF 
giving d'HUnf* definitions of every thinf 
ibfy'aeaii of* S&rint i* ftnfef* ftif. tiL 

[ ia few, //Aw w/fc 



16. 



dcnnei ir r vnuv't wvtxitovu 

rr'ti":, /jW flr/gftff, fmt fitir % fttii 

fo ftttfftr fyit t tjr ftiuper fiitonm 
None of which fjtvc us aft^ dear idea 
thing dcfioca s and may coo vine* w, 
» T , tho onthor fty** mny com* 
1 lime, yet ctcmhy ii beyond our 
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t\igc 26. ■ God hath not m<tde a creature 
that can comprehend him, &c/| Mr. Pope, 
after confidering man in the abftraft, and 
in relation to God and the world, comes to 
this conclufion ; 

Know then thyfelf ; prefume not God to 
fcan. 

he proper fhidy of mankind is man. 

Pope's fjfay on matt,Ef, 2. v. Ci 

Page 27 * * I wwdtr horn Arijlotle could 
conceive the world eternal \ &c] Ariftotle 
ftands almofl fingular in this tenet among 
the ancient philofophers. It was indeed, 
many ages after, revived by Mauilius in bis 
Adron* lib. 1 4 



tn tffi : 

Sed hniilir toto renwtet^ jerque omnia for 

And afterwards he (ays, 

At manft itmlumts mundia^ fuaque Mini* 
verfet $ 

Qu£ non hn%& diet au^et, mimutqut fe- 
^*e#**s r-i 

t mttvs funBi turrit, curfuque fatigat* 
dttn fefitftr nit, qumiam ftmftr fuil 
idttn i 

Noit altum videre fdtre/, aliumve mfttes 
S f But 



Bur to thefe may be oppofed the named 
of OqSheus, Thales, Hehod, Plato, Euripi- 
des, Sophocles, and almoft every name 
known in the more ancient philofcphy: be- 
sides, the Phenicians, Egyptians, Indians, 
and other nations remarkable for improve- 
ments in philofophy. And in the later an- 
liquity, Cicero, Seneca, Epifietus, tambly- 
chWt among the phiiofophers ; and a- 
mong the poets, Virgil, OviJ, and, (to in- 
(tance no move) rhe Epicurean noei, Lucre- 
rins, whole argument is fufficiently definitive 
in the point* 

PrttQr** fi mlta fait fawb orige* 
*m*9 tff C*ti, femferque Hern* fart ; 
Cur ftyra MlinK Tkcbammi, aul fuht 

f^M ttliat ahi quoque ret cccinere foetx* 

Lib. 5. 325** 
Vi<L ct'um Hug. Grot, de verit. reL thrift* 
lib. 1 . c. 7 • & ibi annotate 

Paae 28. * For lket£ it in us ml ibre^ 
trinity g/Jwi/s, 5cc] The Doctor hcj^ 
de$ to the common divitien of die ( 
ihe icholaftiek phiiofophers, into the 
oetotive, fenfmve and rational foul* vl 
lubjcct has given occafioa for much wra 
ling in the fchools, aod no lets commotion 
in the church, where it has been 

U4t faluAttS (Uf v. uAU& tit 
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je& of inquiry of general councils* and ob- 
jesft of anathemas thundered out againft ir. 

Page 34. * There is but one firft &w fl\ 
and four ficond chafes of all things.} The 
firft he mantains in oppofirion to the Mani 
chees, who, in order to account for the 
cxittence of apparent moral and nntunil evil, 
imagined two fupreme beings, independent 
of one another; the one, the author of all 
the good, the other of all the evil in the uni- 
verfe. The fecond he advances agreeable 10 
the IcholafHck philofophy, which maintained 
four fecond caules, viz. the, materia], effici- 
ent, formal and final ; and in oppofirion to 
the Platonifts who added a fifth, viz, the t* 
dea or exemplar in the mind of God. As 
Boetins, 



Due: J tjh exemfhy fulchnm 
iffc 

Mundum mettle gerenr 7 fimi/ique in ima- 
gine formans, 
Ptrfdfiafitttjubtnr perfedmn ahfotvtrej 

Dc conf. philoC mct * 9* 

Page 36. • There are m gr^lejhs 
(ureA II n f y & rien d f inula en nai 
fa* imUilites manes j rien ne $*eji 
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cn cet univers que n'y tienne place opportune, 
Les ${£ de' Montaigne, lib, 3. c. 1, 
This is a neceflary conference of the 
L i world's being framed by an infinitely wife, 

t^arand all powerful being, whofe work muft 
* undoubtedly be the belt j and as. Mr. Pope 

"^Where ^11 muft full, or not coherent be, 
'? 1*5 And all tjiat rifes, rife in due degree. 
J> Page 36. L 17. Indeed what reafon ntay 

not go to fchool to the wifdom of bees t ants arid 
\ v Spiders f &c] This thought is very beau- 
' tifully exprefled and enlarged by Mr. Pope, 
' See him from nature rifing flpw to art ! 
To copy inftinft then was reafonVpart y 
Thus then to man the voice of nature 
fpake— 

*'Gol from the creatures thy inftruAions 
' take; , - - v . , 

♦'Learn from the birds, what food the, 

thickets yield ; 
^Learn from the beafts, thp phyficlt of 

the field ; , 
"Thy arts of building from the bee re- 
' ceive ; ✓ 
"Learn .of the.mple to plow, the worm 
. to weave ; 

{t Learn of the little Nautilus to fail, • 
"Spread the thin* oar, and catch the' 
driving gale. . 
, "Here 
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"Here too all forms of fecial union 



"And hence let reafbn, late, inflrutf: 
mankind : 



"There towns aerial on the waving tree. 
|4 Lcarn each tmail peopled genius, poli- 
cies ; 

**The ants fcpublick, and the realm of 

bees. > r «i 
4i How thole in common all their ftores 

beftow, 

"And anarchy without confufton know; 
*Abd thefe for ever, tho' a monarch 
reign, 

"Their fep'rate cells and properties 
• maintain* 

"Mark what unvari'd laws prcJervc their 

Ihte j. * 

"Laws wile as nature, and as fix'd as 

fate, 

"In vain thy rcaion finer webs Jfcail 

draw, • 

"Entangle jufticc in her ncc of law, 
' And right too rigid harden into wr< 
"Still for chc ftrong too weak, the 1 
too ftrong. 
r go ! and thus o'er all the creatures 



find j 



"Here fubrerrs 



and cities fee, 



us let the wifcr make the reft 
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"And for thofe arts meer mfUn& could 

aflfbrd, 

"Be crown'd as monarchy or as gods a- * 
dor*. 

Effay on Man y Ef. 3. v. 170/&C. 

Page 37. * H?h$ admires not Re$iomonta- 
nu?s fly beyond his eagle f J Of triefe Du 
* Bartas. ~ 

--Que dirayye ie Vatgle 

. Doni un do&eAliman honor* noftre fieclef 
Aigle, qui deflogeant de fa maifireffe main, 
AUla loin au devant d'un Emfereur Ger- 
main: ' 
Et I'ayant rencontre, foudain d'une aile ac~ 
corte 

Se iournant le fuivit jufqu* au fueil de la 

forte .... . 
Du forte Nurembergeois t que les filters 
\ dorez, 

Les tafiffez chemins, les arcs elabourez, 
Les fourdrjoyans canons jiy la jeunejfe Jfnelle, 
Ni le chenu fenat, n y honoroient tant comme 

Un jour, que cet ouvrier, flus d' esha tr que 

de mets 4 • _ > 

En frive fefloyoit fes feigneurs flps aimez, 
Une mouche de fer dans fa tndjn recelee, 
Prit fans aide d'autruy fa gqillarde volee, 
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Fit urie entier ronde, & puis d?u$ cerceau las. 
Comme ayant jugement, fe fercha fur fon 
bras. 

Sixieme jour de la fep. fer. 845. 

Befides thefe, /(here are feveral other 
pieces of furprifing mechanifm recorded in 
hiftory, as AttilaV wooden pigeon, which 
flewofitfelf; AlbertusV brazen h«ad, which 
Ipoke, and the famous flame of Memnon,- 
which (poke and moved when touched by 
the rays of the fun. 

Page 37. f Or wonders not more at the 
operation of two fouls in thofe little bodies, 
than but. one in the trunk of * cedar. "\ That 
is 'the fenfitive and vegetative in infe&s, and 
only thevegetarive ill trees and plants. The 
Epicureans and Stoicks denied any foul at 
all to thefelaft: But Empedqcles and Plato 
allowed fhcm not only a vegetative foul, 
but affirmed them to be animals. The Ma- 
nichees went farther, and attributed fo much 
of the rational, foul to them, that they ac- 
counted it homicide to gather either their 
flowers or fruits, is St. Aug. reports. 

. % Cojmography of myfelf.~\ Man is called 
a microcolme, or little world, Hence Mani- 
lius, lib. 4. . 

Quid mirum, nofcere mundum 

Sipojfunt homines quibus efl & niundus in 

, * 

Ibid, 



1. 2^ ff^e ar? flat luU and aAven- 

PlacVl on i\m lflhrou* of a middle lhtc f 
A being darkJy wife *nd rudely great : 
With too much knowledge tor the fccp- 
ric fide, 

With too math weaknefi for the Stoic^ 
pride, 

He hangs between ; in doubt to a£l, or 
icft, ' 

In doubt to deem himfelf 4 god, or bc^nrt j 
In doubt, hi* mind or body W prefer, 
Bom bvit tM die, and ren'riuigiuit to err; 
Alike in itffitihOlCfc hu reafcm luch, 
VVhet*^ i£ thinks too Utfjq, or roo 

Chaoi of thought aud pa&oiv all c 

III P d; 

ii ktefolf abttE-d v or Jir-abiuM 5 
Oiubvl li.tU to rile, and half to foil; 
ffrofci L^/a) of all tilings, yet u prey 

&nt* judge of innh, in c»dle& error 

btuVar 

he glory, jert, ™d riddle of the woi 

Efftiy ot> m£tt % Ef> r, t* 3, kc, 

f»a£e 45. t AW «ri a/Swf.}; The 
cpniTufioa of Mr, Poptr* firil et'ilUe may 
(ltvc as a commentary upoaivbfttii !aul by 
ur amhur ia thb, and what fuUovtf in die 
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next fe&ion f with refpeft to the ways of 
God. 

All nature is but art, unknown to thee; 
All chance, direction which thou canft ] 
nor fee ; . I 

All difcord, harmony not nndcrftood ; 
All partial evil, univerfai good ; 
And fpite of pride, in erring reafon's 

fpite, N 
One truth is clear ; "Whatever ls % is 
"Right/' 

Page 44- • The meer hand of Cod.'] The 
doubts which arife in the mind of man, up- 
on a view of the apparent inequalities in the 
mora) world, are very well defcribed by 
Cbudian in Rnfinum $ itb* l. .Thelc he lays 
had almoft Quite eradicaredthe notions he 
bad of the luperintcndcncybfa jdlGorf. 
Scd cum res hminum tanta catiginc vchi 
sfdfficertnt f IstQfqttt diu fiorcrc weenies^ 
Vexariqne ft as: rurfuf fabefalln c&debat 
Religio^ cauj^uc viam ntn JfonJe fcquebat 
Altering vacuo qm currcre femim mm 
sfjjirmal 9 tnagmrnqnt nova/ inane ft* 
piras 1 

Fortune, mn arte, regi : qus Numina fe*Jl 
ihhua vei nulla frr/tf/, ve fntfeia mfiri. 



T c 



And Seneca in'Ocdip. Art. 5*. 



* Page 45% • sill canMt b*f*Pt *l \ 
This theme is iagimiooily handle J 
y rar* Montiignc ttv- i* J« c:in. z 
chc l»vle whereof is, ^r»/ft 4e tun tJtJknfr 

P:^;cvj7. 1 '77 1 /A? emmzn ftu of mitt 
*r fitt£u/<ff gifts nf ihu\A % to be Atfliwi *J l 
A>/? <if forlutir.'S dnfar i/f^mt tieihiricttt Mh 
v (fiit. Pcit*ofri« Arbiter And 

AjtuUiuj in 4|>oli>g« rfi**** (faith 

• u fa tHiirv frgfitttiduw ; unci thdfl 
»i lialff AfrcHNrtls, he flieweih that it \va* 
dui CiiinnumTvic of thole chic had tint 

#t 9 Vi I tower a iiiftrta* 

rt ti*ul* n,4ttrre for hating tu naked % ar is *Vf- 

Wluit wouM ihis man ? nowr uptjwl will 
He (wir* 

/lad little left iluAUAct would be rooxci 
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Now looking downward, juft a^s griev'd 

appears . * ' 

To want the ftfength of bulls-, the fur of 
, heart. 

Made for his ufe, all creatures , if he call ; 
. Say what their ufe,had he the pow'rs of all • 
Nature to thefe, without profufion kind, 
The proper organs, proper po w'rs aflign'd : . 
Each feeming want compenlated of courie, 
Here, with degrees of fwiftnets, there, of 
force : 

All in e£a& proportion to their ftate, 
. Nothing to add, and nothing abate. 

Each beaft, each infeft, happy in its own, 
. Is heaven unkind to man, and man alone ? 
. Shall he alone, whom rational we call, 

Bej>leas'd with nothing, if not blefs'dwith 

jind afterwards, 

Why has not man a microfcopic eye ? 
For this plain reafon, man is not a fly. 
Eft. . on man, Ep.i. v.i6$,&c. 

K Page 50.. 1. 2. Tet is God the true and in* 
fallible caufe of all^ See. 3 

All are but parts of one ftupenduous 
whole, 

Whofe body nature is, and God the foul ; 
That,jchang*d thro 7 all, and yet in all the 
lanfe, 

Great in the earth, as in th* ethereal frame, 

" N Wsirm* 



Warm* in the Am, rcfrefliea in ibe brCMC, 
Glows in the liars, and Uloficmw to the 
trees, 

Live* thro^ll life, extends tbro'all csrent. 
Spreads undivided, operates nnfpcnt. 
Breathy iii our (crul, informs our mortal 

A* fiiU, as perfect in a hair T as heart, 
M fulJ, U perfect in\ite man that mourns, 
As the rape fcrnph thai adore* and bums; 
To him, no high, no to*», no great, no 
final): 

HcfiU^lie bound*, conned, and equals all* 
Jiff* an *twK. Ef*x+ 25*9* 
jo. • /V fl«r» rJ it? mn fitiU a kind 
tnimvireM. or trtfb jpvmmttxt \f tlr.<c 
mf*iharf 9 x&*?\ Thcle aro rcafon, pafli- 
on or felf-Jou j , and faith or revealed rcli- 
gkro* The poet and philofopher, Co uftco 
atoJ above, in htt fecond cpiflle of the 
1 <towusn % has fully conftJered the wo 
firft in a natural ticwj he has with the 
gieaiell juflnef* of thought, adorned vrith 
ffiQtl hc&nniHl numbers, pointed out iJUc 
various purpcntia or tueic two j . 1 u 
human nature, their joint combinanuu to- 
wards one grunt cjid of hnniH* 'huppjjitff ; 
qnd hour that end U to be obtained, by 1 
rOpcr 'i.ppl»* a> i<u> ol * 'bch*, ipid a <fur l»».lv 
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ly attaining this end, a farther affiftance is 
neceflary ; and - that is pointed out by re* 
vealed religion, or faith. This by no means 
fuperfedes a due regulation of the. two foi** 
mer principles, but rather enforces it ; and 
all the threfe combine, when under a juft 
regimen, to compofe a triumvirate, as the 
BoAor calls it, perfe&ly calculated to pro- 
mote both the temporal peace and eternal 
happinefs of mankind.. 

Page 52. * t Bitutnen, Nafbta.J Natu- 
ralifls alledge it is the property of thefe 
two td be kindled at the touch bf water, 
and that the firft is extinguilhable only by 
oil, and the fecond by throwing earth on , 
it. ViL Plin. lib. 35.. c. 1 5. and /. 2. c. 5. 

Page 53. *i The combust on of Sodom might 
be natural, &cc] Of this opinion waaStra- 
bo, who afcribed the formation of the lake, 
and the burning of the city to hot bitumi- 
nous waters, whidv burft.out flaming from 
the earth at the tiqae <j(f an. earthquake, 
L16. For which opinion he is reprehend- 
ed by Genbrard : Strabo falfus eft, fays, he, 
dum everjionem addict t fulf huri 6" bitumini 
e terra erumfenttbus, qu£ erat ajftgnanda calo, * 
i* e. Deo irato. Tacittis, /. 5. c . 6. hift. re- 
ports it agreeable ta the fcripture account, 
Fulminis ISu arftjfe, &c. 

^ Page 



age 54* # Tiert ntvtr apyilixij 
&c,l Nulh g:ru tarn firs f nrv: vr 
Iff* irn?*ternir t qu?W SfHi t'f* M DftrtitH 

nhi Cicero. TtiftuU qu*iU I* - IUms 
Htiikm wwi no Deuw sjfr dtxtrunK am mod* 
fbthfopfor, fid ne Iwmnes qutdtm fujffc tit 
ttcrim. Lacteal* 1. e.9. Rciipqni 
firvunduHi % fmm </*/ tm fuftif il tffrje pf*± 
jhrttit in tcrrxm, & v:Un* petnJam fcca* 
tlU famxniiaitje ttbdicjl* ilnJ. cat a* 

Ibid* J. 9. fist doctrine t>f Spimrus^ &c*] 
TbU opinion t»f titz i* recorded by Dicigc- 
net Laeniujj, ilhr 10- pv*d btutum - 



grdti* le«>'Jj*\ rfucd HN* tun inn: r*;>; 
%rti cmnia * 4 whb.h t1 c Epicurean poet batbt 
Jclivcrrd jlrru*i| in the tame ivonfc. 

Oftfl'M ftiiftlfft f" divittH HrtUnG Nticffit tj§ 

/ < wfrttmcrtth cv/^vw\ v< biqgttw 
Lucrct; Ul>< 1. v.6^r 

■ 

Jsc/J TUh sv.u Hern ban bum 
rvu*. A lew ncbeaair» liU ^ uV rvinurfcdblo 
R?f \meri'\£ r^uir itn|M»u* rrfnkmi f ai ib%) 
Emperor Ficdcrickjl. i-W /.*/# m uo\ 
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fuiffe infigncr impQjhrts* qui genus hnnanuvt 
ftdu%erunt r Moyfim % Cfoijhon & Mahume- 
turn. Lipf* raortit. fic esemp. politic, c. 4, 
The impious exprciTum of Pope Keo X, is 
well known, 

quantum mbis frofuit hxc fiibulaChriQt'X 
And Julius Cjefar Vanini on that^accoun 
was branded as an arhcift, and fuflered for 
his doflrincs at Iholoufe, Bur none of 
thefc, Vanini excepted, denied the exift- 
ence and fuperimendency of a fopremc 
being. 

Page 57. # SampfinS\ Hishiftory, as re- 
tarded in the book of Judges from his con* 
"on ro his death, is indeed, as the Doc- 
ys, fupcriur in wonder to any fatndoa 
id, it conmJei'cu only by the eye 01 tea* 
fon* But if the caution given byrhe Doc 
tor, that the divine influence was with him 
be attended to, (be whole re 10 Ives into a 
a miracle, or the immediate operation of 
God* 

Page yo- • h Miunm, fumma or fprin% t 
c,J The cmciettts believed the wpjrl 
rft began with fpring. To this purpo 
Lncrerin*, 

And 



Critical Notis tfpos 

And again* 

Pfitu ipio genus a/$ttwm f vtruque vm 
Qi<i reiiuquebant tschf* frmfW? 
And* Virgil 10 the fame purpofc, 

Nov affix prima Nafcefstu witine mut,stt 
J/luxtflt fits, iifitimne hahuijfc tcn*rtm 
Cr*tii4trttn § vrr ithd crai % vcr magma 
gchai 

Orth t & hihrrnis fartefatii jlttihiis Evri 

Gcorgic, lib* i* 
The Church DoAors haw difagrccd mac 
in this point. Sec the author 1 * opinion at 
rgc in his Puh*r Errtrs n /. 6. c. 2, 

Page to. • 5> 4mm ft* g**iratji<*d *J 
Mat, &ct\\ The** arc fftmc gr«t parti- 

{ y ancicttc bitton- 
at Dcucalior 



LticrA/ty dc Ufa Sytu, la 
iriitel v, thai Deucalion fur hi* piety w^&prc 
in au ark, with his no J chii- 

1 f and that all men (prune from 
Deucalion. And Plutarch^ in hu boc 
/rvm a*iiwd*tid f hkiU*; particnUr men 
xion of the dove fcnt out of the ark l»\ 
Deucalion, From which, and many ortn 
inftancci, it appears evident, that thifgrea] 
Uelugt* of the ancientx wax no other tha 
that of Noah, whole memory utju pr 



vrd by 
Hon, 

rugcfto, f Hvw a// th kinds if tntUtmi 
&c/j This has occofioned no (mall difficulty 
to chc advocates for religion. Solution* of it 
have been attempted by Origen, Sr. Augu- 
It in and other*, upon the iuppotmou of th 
cubits mentioned in the rwciilurc of tho ar 
being gcflirictrical, not vulgar cubit* : Bn 
ren tmt hax received tin anfwer. Ti* 
the Doctor has not given us fail lolu* 
lion of it. 

Ibid, \ Tl* h/tefl fat fart &C.J Sc. Alt- 
gultm rfr Dei, hh. 16. 7, ji 
Aaw/V/ej rtfi capias focutn Qiiduzvrnntj & 
itahant 44mm fffffcra in 



Puge 61. • Tkt *fo war At tmj as wM 
fevfkd in itr time 9/ Ak/A> This h«i£ 

been dtrrnonUrai^d by *rithniciicutu, wbti 
have entered into poliiicad calculation! of 
lie number* of mankind, and \v*s a plain 
confetiueiicc of the longevity of ihe ante* 
diluvuiu. See Mihsr Errors 7. 6. r. 6. 



Age * 



7*/f Mniufihm *w/ il* ft 
See iKii mutter cleared up 
U a l'v 



lis Fufgjrr Err*rr t 

lage 6 3. t That Judm ptrijbed Ij Asrrg- 
iAg farufi'/f] &c] The word* of St, Mat- 
thew are, xxvii* ^Iwf A* w*nt jud tangfd 
himfiH\ cbfV the original ward, «m>j^«T«, 
•figftiht^ fyfirttftitn as well 41 lunging* The 
words in the A£b arCj yiflni falling htadl 
t» karfl ufiandtr in tic midft* 

Page 6dj* • Ptvtemv.wh tkzgh &x 
cwttfcfft n>iii*\ut j>,1 Thi* wae Pt€ 

IcmV Philidclphuii, who founded the tthru- 
d. by the aiTdbnce of 



hie I'ouJw* which cf 
Iclttd from all corners ~of the 
He hod beard the fame of the laws of 
Jcw^ (ulio hail been Jed into captivity b 1 
hv jwdecelforFfulenieii* Lagi t from whicl 
J t-htim) an J t! ;• jf wor* 
*fy a place ib his tibnur, he dewed anc f 
procured a copy of ir from Eiea#tr, th< 
hi^fh prieft ; which he appointed f" . 
two uuerprcccrv, licit] ed iti die Hebrew 
Greek ronguei, to torn into Greek, Tc 
thiy a Kibukm? legend i* added, that thtfe 
bitcrprcicTs, being Jliut up into fevcrai i - 
junito eclb, to finifh their worit, i 
vcul Tt inflation* came cut to igicc u 
very ward. Cr/dtf JuJitki #f$*tk* 
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age 64* t The alcoran of the*Turh,b(.c.~\ 
Of this as a fample take the following ob- 
fervauons from Lipfius, momt* 6* exempt 
po/itic. cap, 3, nuga^ de/irial frimum 
(faith he) commentus ejl t Datm umm fofi- 
dumquc ( a\kpt^ Crsa exprimunJ ) eundc- 
ntQuc inccrportum ejfc\ Chrijlum mn De* 
um f fid magnum xatem & frophetam ; fe 
tame n majorem, & proxime a Deo mijfum ; 
prmiia qui ipfum audient paradtfum f qui psft 
aftquot annorum mi Hi a referabitur, ibi quatu- 
or flumina lafe^ vino f meiie f aqua Jtuere ; ibi 
fahtia <? xdifitia gemmata atque aurata ejfe f 
cam** avium fvavtjfimarum, fruttus wtye ge- 
nu x auos fparfit jacentefque fub umbra arborum 



u f vtros / 



new tjurufu fine txitii 
ana fume others that an 
Icons up, Sed & piyfia 
he) nam facit Swern 4 
ilhm autttih tn aquam 
& btne /mm akcndn 
in cere r catems attrw 
cornu cufpidc fit 
ve ac fucculientc pi 
n autem el 



* vejpere mergt> 
t onri ; Steiias 
tre : Terram in 



ncfti, 



jt Juft« LipH mew/. <r exempt* plitic* 



Page 
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P Age riy . • / hlitve, btfie* Zvritfler ,C<c . " 
Zuroaiier wa* an Indian philolopher, an 
reputed of very great antiquity, and to bav 
Uvcd no lets than fooo years before die 
Trojan war* The Chaldean and £gy£iian 
book* art* held to have been very ancient 
and co have carried up their biliary, and allro- 
nomic calculations lata an incredible length 
pi time; Tome of ihcm VC held to have been* 
canlidcrably alder than Mofca* The pre- 
tention* of the Cbitvefc in this rclpeft go 
Ycry Bur back. But ic is generally allowed, 
that the books of Mp(c5 are older 
of the Grecian Wroers, r»r than at 

Line ai this Jvv 



This us the library mcntiu 
ner fcctioD, fb untied by Pto 
Idniy rhiii4lelphiu t *>iid is fold u» have cor 
ruined 7dO v oo9 vidurrtef* It was burnt at 
Alexandria byjolnu C«lar 
re paired and augmented 
iMPpo^nfB-Cbodian and Donifrian. 

ibid, i Ewci't pillars.] Ano thefc, the 
ftory goes. (bit Enoch, or his lather Serb, ha- 
ving been informed by Adam, thut the w c 
was to peri lh once by water, and a lew 
lime by lire, iUJ caufc two pillars co " 
te&fcd, the one of ftnne ^aiaft the war 
«»nd anothor of brick ag^iuft the fire } 
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tbar upon thole pillars was engraven all fuch 
learning as had been delivered to, or invent- 
ed by mankind ; at)d that thence it came t 
that all knowledge and learning was not loft 
by means of the flood, byreaton that one 
of the pillars, tho' the other perifhed, did 
remain after the flood, and Jofephus wit* 
nefleth it did fotill his time, fib. \* dntiq. 
' Me* cap* 3* 

P. 60* t Of thefe three great invention in 
Germany* fecc.] Thefe are the art of print- 
ing, gtm-powder, and the third is fuppofed 
to be the invention of clocks, which O alio 
afcribed to a German ♦ It 1s remarkable, that 
the two firft were very oppofite to the pro- 
felhons of their inventors, cun-powder he- 



me 



the* cLili 



pra&jfed by the Chincte about 150 
before they were known in Europe. 



Page 70. • Glwy in /& 
tf martyr Mi nu tins For 



filter dna valour 
jiakes hjsHea* 
then lay of the courage of the ChrUKans in 
ibis particular, Pernirra fhtkitia & incridi* 
dsciG fpenmxt torment it pre/cntitf da hi 
rta jHttuiitd & futitra ; & dum nwri fofi 
rtem titnent* interim nt<tri rob titnenh 
afterward*, fpcakintr in the pcri'on of 

Christian wo- 
and children have in this farpaflcd 



Mu. 

pueri & ttiutien 



04* Ci 

Scxvola and Rcgoluj 
dftHi* Htwh cmpur 

cruets cir t*rwtr*t# % fit ax tmntx Jhp< 
jjjStimm Urfifiihu injpinta fvti&ffrv dahtii 
itiaJufti- Minut. in ocbv, lib. 5. Vide Ar 
de Civ. Dei, lib, 1. cap. 23, 24* 

P. 70, f ff n*t (halt flriahexatnine % hi.c.] 
Ariltodc, 3. 6. Bra* aa Warn, ^mong 
other tcquUite* ui true valour, requires, that 
it keep a mcdiocriiy betwixt audacity and 
fear; dnt wc thrull nor ourtdv« imo dan- 
ger when we need nor ; that wc Ijwe not 
to ihow oar vuluur wheo occafion requires. 
The prefer objtA of it, he fty*. death; 
ant* to oiJ tfojth* he prefers death in dc- 
fence of our roan try; becaofe ifccrcby a 
hi* country and friends: thm 



ttJ by the luges mid pocu of antiquity. 



*/<Sr tftWttm ejl pro fwtfta mbrt. 
ii extol k Codnu on that SGCOQltfj 
Citdt tn ftu ftftfin nm ttmiJur mari. 
In like maimer Virgil places iueh berocf a* 
ro rug his choice company in the Etyliro 

Hie tfidmtt f oh ftftriam ptgHJitd* mlntra 

bid Cicero in hi* offices, 1, 1 +fiJ tmtnts nut* 
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qua quis bonus dubitet mortem oppetere ? If 
we try the valour of Alexander by ihe tell 
of 'Ariftorle, we fhall fcarce find anyone of 
his requitites go to make up his cnara>tcr p 
the want of fear only excepted. His beha- 
viour at the liege of Tyre may alone ferve 
to evince this, though the whole hiitory 
of his life is a confirmation of it, Mon- 
taigne fays of him, Cettuy*cy fentble rccker* 
tlfcf 6* courir a force ks dangers, comme un 
impetueux torrent, qui choque cir attache fans 
difcretion, & fins cbnix, tout ce qu* U rccontrc 
des eff. /. 2 3^, iiis unneceflaty, extra* 
vagant, and unjufl expeditions mow his 
character to be devoid both of the decorum 
and fonejlum. Of thefe ^eneca, £pjh 94. 



•4 



t furor alien* 
(■j/* An tu fu* 



4g 

de 

ias famrn, qui quod atiquc gptimui 
putt f Lauiermna ftrvire jubct f «, 
cere, &c. Hie tamen vuft ultra h 
lemqut^ indicator *b BerculitLii 
fligiis vitionam AeUtrei hft mtut 
rah And the character which ihi 
ambafladors gave of him to him) 
very jult ; Si Dii kabiium corfori. 
iitati ammi parent tffe xolusffem^ orbit u mn 



tan 
ms 



of Ct(ar ts much of a piece, tho* 
1iievem£m$ are not fo generally of I 



rate 



defparate kind as AlctandcrV, yet many 
them w ere equally during, and jalUy defer - 
ved the imputation of f bo!4urd iocls 4 filth 
», hi* conqueft of Egypt with ml incoqli- 
datable tUcngih, and, immediately after, hU 
attacking ihe force* of Scipio and jub^wbicli 
were tea times his number; hi* braving 
LtteiuiCaflMi,arrtndcd with ten men of war, 
himtclt in 1 imglc (Kip, after the tactic ol 
Pharlalia ; and Lilly, nb obftinate pcrfeve* 
ranee ia the fiege of Alexandria, cho' dc* 
fended by & fining array \uihm, and ah in 
credible 1 force fail marching lu in afltftanc 
Tbcle tuilairces tufficicntty fuppurt Lucan 
chiirjtlcr of tu/a, 
/fey ifidrmto*, q**Jf*'* W '« 

Nailer woe Ids dctlgn* a whit more 
ttounbk He uadcrvrent the greats it Ha 
Hcucx, tun greaicil rirtw, and attempt 
ca chc moll Irjuwdous enterprises, only 
gnuty ah infallible ambidou, tb- end 
Lil wln.:h *s.w enflaviiig hii narivc ccvun 
4it4 etiuillivg chat flavery upon ir far cv 
f W C fofornu in fu* f*ta % prilw i 
9H<*i **nnufuf Gloria cr Ambit it* £ 
V</» /^//^ ftt#rtki 9HUfi€AAt mo&it* Seneca 
tiptl yq t AuJ thereby be plainly full 
in the Idl lcmiilifc vf colour mention- 
ed by Anlt^" 1 
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Were a general furvey made of all the 
heroes mentioned either in ancient or mo- 
dern hHlory, there would be found no rea- 
fbn to vary the judgment made of them by 
Mr. Pope. 

Heroes are much the lame, the point's a- 

greed, ^ 
From Macedonia's madman to the S wed<? j 
The whole ftrange purpofe of their lives 

to find, 

Or make an enemy of all mankind .1 

EJfay on man, Ep. 4. v. 219. 

Page 72. * John HufsJ] The religious 
tenets of John Hufe did not differ much 
from thofe of the Papifts in the moft impor* 
tarn articles,' fuch as, the invocation of faints, 
prayers and facrifice for the dead, freewill, 
good works, confeffion of fins, (even facra* 
* ments. But one article he maintained to the 
lafy which is fufBcient to remove him from 
the number of martyrs for the caufe of pure 
religion, and dates his death as a juft lacri* 
fice to the publick fafety; that is, Quod nul- 
lus eft doniinus ciyitis, dum eft in feccato mor* 
tali; a tenet fubverfive of all order and go* 
vernment. 

Ib. f Are not fo f erf eft martyrs as that wife 
heathen Socrates^ &c-3 Many of the ancient 
fathers fcrupled not to reckon Socrates a 
martyr approved of God. And his prin* 
Xx ciples 
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ciples and pra&ice may pur the beft Chri- 
ftians at this day to the blufh. 

Page 72. i The bijhof -who fujfered, 
This was Virgil, Bifhop of Saltzburg in the 
feventh century, who, becaufe he aflerted 
there were Antipodes, was accufed of main- 
taining that there was another world, other 
men below us, another fun and another 
moort. Boniface Archbifhop of Mentz treat- 
ed thefe opinions as impious, and cenfured 
Virgil .publickly. Virgil complained to li- 
nk) Duke of Bavaria, whom he exafpcrated 
againft Bqniface ; upon this Boniface wrote 
to the Pope in terms which rendered Vir- 
gil's faith fufpe<5led. The Pope fent depu- 
ties to Utilo, and wrote him that his inten- 
tion was, that, if Virgil was " a prieft, he 
fhould b6 degraded from his priefthood, and 
fqnt to Rome to give an account of his be- 
haviour : And this is all that we know of 
the affair, as we do not find the fequel of 
it^ in the amnals ; only it does npt appear 
that the Pope's threats, were put in execu- 
cution; a£ the Doftor fuppofes. Fid. Aven- 
tinus annul. Boiarum, lib. 3. 

Page 75. * I hold thatGod can do all things, 
Scc.Q // nCa tousjovfs fembie qu'a un homme 
Cbreffien, cette forte de farler efl flein d'in* 
difcretion & d'irreverence } Dieu nc fe peut 
deldire, Dieu ne peut faire cecy on cela \ 
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ji nc trowt>S pas b<m d'enfermer ainft k fuif 
fame divine fws Us toix de nojlre farcle. Et 
r apparence qui s*&jfre a mus en pfj prvpvfiti- 
ons f it h faudrdit .teprefenlcr fjus rcvcrancnt % 
ci 4 religieufemcnt* 

Montaigne, lib. 2. c. ic. des Elt 

Page 76. * And this bath ever maie me 
fufpeil the efficacy of relicks, &c.] The Pa* 
pitfcs„ from the instances recorded in fcrip- 
rure, of Paul's napkins curing the fick, and 
ejefling devils, Ails sis. 12. of Eliflia's bones v 
enlivening the dead, 2 Kings xiii. 21. of the 
hem of CnrHt's garment flopping the bloody 
itfuc, Mat. xix. 22. and others of that kind, 
have inferred, that the fame efiicacy unift 
always remain with them, and have record- 
ed many miracles pretended to be mtoMk 
by fuch relicks, or pretended re licks; for 
the profits ariftog from a blind devotion, 
warmed by the artifices of tbe pricfts, were 
too alluring not to put the inventions of the 
holy brotherhood to the ftrctch, in order to 
continue or encreafe them; by which means 
they have brought an immcnle treafure in- 
to their fpiiirual coffers. Hence the ftore 
<£ relicks have been prodigioufly encreafed, 
and what is as wonderful qs the miracles 
wrought by them, the felfdaijic relicks 
are multiplied and preferred in different 
churches, all equally adored, and the ho- 
xL oour 



248 Critickl Notes upon 

Hour of them 7ealoufly vindicated by their 
ft vend partisans. The body of St. Luke is 
prefervod both at Venice and Padua, and 
his head at Rome. The body preicrved at 
Padua wants the head ; that at Venice has 
lt« Itpidum caput 1 The reerh, the hair, 
f aud the very pairings of the nails of faints 
have had divine honours paid them* 

Page 7 7 • # / escu fc not Conjfantine, ice* 9 ] 
For rhe bidory of the cro£ tbund by the 
EmprcCs Hclenc, and the nails wore by 
Conibminc, and others of the like fori. 
Vide A'/ t thkmri H/JIs EtcL lib* 8. c. 29. 

Ibid, f C*nfeer*ttd fwtrds n*:d rvfes^c^ 
Such complements were frequent by the* 
Popes to Rings and Emperors, or others 
their favourites f and fuch was the fword 
(em by Pope Leo X. to Henry VlIL with 
the ride of defender of tie faith, dill pre- 
icrved in the tower of London. Whole 
fre&iifcs have been wrote of the power and 
efficacy of contecrated rofes. 

Page 78. * 77* ccfttion of tracks, Sec.} 
The Doctor leem& here to have forgot fftti 
tat difrepute the oracles had fallen tnro^ 
before tkc period here meanr by him, the! 
birth of Chrift Cicero Cays, NcnfitumfM 
*lale % Jed jjmdiu ante, wacuh Defptico mi 
fuijfe CQntembtiusi and the caufc he afli 
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for if is, Quod bomhm jam tunc fuerint mu 
nus crtduliy lib. 2.de divin. The age was 
then become more enlightened, and of 
vourk fhaking off the fetters of prieftcrafr, 
to which, abetted by the policy of the m** 
giftrate, oracles might ^fairly be afcribed. 
Some fuperftitious heads, as Blutarch and o- 
thers, have been at confiderable pains to 
account for oracles, and for their total cefla- 
tion ; but their hypothefes are ridiculous, 
and have met with a juft contempt from Lu- 
cian> Cicero, &c. Moft of the oracles upon 
record are either capable of a double meanr 
ing, which the fanguine enquirer would na- 
turally interpret in his own favours ; if the 
event anfwere^, the God was revered ; if o- 
therwife, the prieft had a back door to lave 
the honour or the Deity : or were mere 
ftate-tricks concerted betwixt the prieft and 
the magiftrate, whofe humble lervant it 
was his intereft to be ; and of this the Del- 
phic oracle was accufed by Demofthenes, 
who ufed to fay the Pythian orade philip- 
pized, actuated, no doubt, by fame otner le- 
cret influence than that of the God. About 
the time of the birth of our Saviour, their 
tricks were become fo notorious, that their 
credit was <pite funk, and the trade not 
worth following. And on this aefcount ma- 
ny have doubted of the , oracle ptetended 
to be made to Auguftus i when he fent to 
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enquire the meaning of the eclipfe and 
earthquake, which happened at o\ir Savi- 
our's birth* 

Ate fuer Hebrsui divos Dots iffc gubcr* 
nartf, 

Csdtrt ftd$ jubet, trijltmque redire fub or* 

cum. 

Arh ?rg$ dthint tacitus diftrdtio no/Iris* 

Page 79. * Megaflhenes w HerodMur*~\ 
PheDoflor feenu to find fault with fupport- 
the truth of the fcripmre-hiftoiy by the 
incurrence of Heathen evidence ; very un- 
; roaliJer the great li^ht thrown 
rriphire 1 and many doubts that 

icir connexions of the faered 
1 hiftorics- indeed the amhor* 
by the Doctor arc very proper 
the work alcribed to Megailhe- 
\ippofiripous, and the manufac* 
io of Vketbi, famous for fuch 
i Herodotus itigniauzed as the 
us writer of antiquity, ufualty 

4 txiffatt *7u(lin &c.1 His 
•ords arc, Sea cum fafanu AZvyptU &^fru* 



c is not fmgubr in dm ; for Taci 
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us, hi ft* lib. 5*.' Plurimi aut bores confentiunt 
orta per jEgyptum tabe qu& corpora fadaret, 
. Yegem {Ochirurii) (he means Pharoah) adito 
Hammonis oraculo rente dium petenterfi purga- 

re regnum & id t genus hominum alias in 

terras avert ere jujfum. Et paulo inferius, 
Quod ipfos /cables quondam turpaverat. 

Page 80 . * And do now know there are 
witches, Sec.] This is one of our author's 
lingular opinions ; for which he would be 
ridiculed in this^enlightened age, when our 
whole legiflature, convinced of the folly 
of that belief, have repealed that ridiculous 
law of King James L inflifting death upon 
witches and wizards ; the many executions, 
or murders rather, that happened in confe- 
quence of it, upon the moft flender pre^ 
fumptions, or rather brain-fick imaginations, 
of an ignorant % and fuperftitious gabble, be- 
ing fufficient to fhock Jhumaility itfelf. It 
had been more for his honour, to have re- 
folved all fuppofed witchcraft into philofb- 
phical magick, as he does in the next fee- 
tion. 

Page 84. # It was the opinion of Plato,&c.^. 
Vide Plato, in Timeo & Parmenide. This 
opinion was ombraced. by a great many of 
the ancient philofophers, * particularly the 
Platonifts ; and Virgil, according to that phi- 

lofophy, 
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Wbphy. give* the folkwing defcripuon 
the a Hi ft? a uiUfUu. 

JPrifuip*? cs/*m f&* Urrnt tmmfw « 

Lnctmtmfic hum W. ftUme^c ajin. 
Spirits uUus aJtii Mamqwt it^fyjk fir 

atttu i 
M*n* ayut tmiew, Cr magno fe c&pw* 
nijkit* £nci&. lib. 6. v. 714* 

.jtumg the later pUilofopbcTi it was km 
t>y the uame of the ftajUc *t*!ur*. 

ifl*. * For titer* h in itis unrvtrf* a 

M jncienc op)M<M| aod rstppAAil of 
(He power and goodj>e&©f Ac Deity. The 
readt* ^ill find U beatmftilly defcrihcd by 
Mi. Pope, in hi* Ejfy o*M*fi*Ep* l - 

Far 4j/ r* cation 5 am 

The Ifcafc of jffrs/Ei< 

li'cndb • , i 

Mirk how it itxmnu, to man * imperial, 

Fium the green myriads in the peopl d 

gndi. 

or St, AuwlHnci for thej, 
both racmiuii ibis opinion of >hc light ihcwr 
(poKc af L i uDvSetltood of the «SgJ 



inge excciuk, 

fttft/d/ pow'f* 



RtLicio Medici* 



o this interpretation they were probably 
led, by obferving, that light lubfifting alone 
was held a fpi ritual fubuance ; to which o- 
pinion the Doftor afTents, and Epicurus held 
it many ages before him. 

Page 9£. * AH is faked *with the 
term of creation, &c/j Ariftotle having em 
braced cenain proportion** which he he LI 
for axioms, and reafoned upon them a* 
fiich, fell into many errors j among others 
this, Qitod ex whilom nihil Jft - m conlequencc 
whereof, treating of the formation of the 
world, he fuppofed an eternal or pre-ex* 
iftcnt matter, and the frocejfus only, or ahe* 
rations made on it fell properly under his 
term of generation* Take from Plato, that 
the world had a beginningi and from Art- 
fbocle, that it was not generated, and you 
have the true Chriftian opinion. 

i 

Page 97. * Concert'/}* its predttflhitf&c*'] 
That uy whether the foul be produced 
traduce^ by traduflion from the parents, or 
,ty infufion from Gpdi 

age 99- * Reduced lie very Heaikns io 
nity f ike. j So it did Galen, who confi- 
dering the order, ufe, and difpofition of the 
s pf iha body, broke forth into thefe 
dst CowpQtiQ ArY frofedo caniie&M in 
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er/irifr// "'ijlri fitttdtMi fworf n/tn* rtrjuaj ir* 
nor* v§nth nttlfas qutim W/j arte pitjft'ti. 
*cin 1.3* dc ufu pariium. 

Pa$c 10 !. * / ranml kt&exe iht mij 
Puteftfiras, ike* J Groiiiis believed 
PythaeuW hvM hi* Tnctettiptychofi* lie 
ly, siuu ttccHiiu» Tor it frum the notion* 
v hkh rnioy Phllofophcr* hsul of the furore 
fljitc, ^4 *wf jvj#cij famint piamJel'z jlt 
u pvcedunt ; and therefore Uuh he, A/; 
hrli W/, yj traufitt*m WNttMiiHH dc &o- 
W/M' t rf* b/Jlui in MfkJHss /?/;; 
^f l Ilk a, de \t;ri*. irlig. thrill* 
i'u r, i h !i jiji - il^Jt ! line* 



Lucretius ib 
in ihcle vcflc 



nfffVrj 



,k f s/< #4 *'j •* • 1 ~ik hi 



I Own ul mhrum exarferh Mitftaia /r-yj 
Tl 



lis tibfordiiy u (b evident, that the frfcniJ* 
of Pyihftgoras, «o Cdve hi* honour, h*\t al-^ 
ledged be meant ic roccaphorirally, iu flf 
prefect the iratrmrcaiiry ot ihe fool, which 
fee, and ihc mlicr Philolaphen who ha J iigj 
notion of creaiiupft ould nuf \vcft coiicer - 
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without alio fuppoOng a prc-cxiilenoe. So 
La&anuus, Non putaverunt allttr fieri fdffc 
ut fuferftnt anim& p\\ corpora, nifi vi&entur 
fuijfc ante corpora, de felf. fop. c. t8. Jl **** 

Page 103- I am become ftuptJ, $*c.]^l**< 
Machiavel is of opinion, that the frequentU 14 
Ihows of Gladiators, and of combating wi)dk*rt5j 
beafts in the theatres, contributed much toj^ 
increafe the ferocity of the Romans, and ^^ 
to endue them with a contempt for death* / - 

Ibid, f Much Ufs a weti refiked Chri^ JJ 
fiian*} Innumerable are the inftances of* 1 * 
the contempt of death among the and- 
ears. The behaviour of Socrates at his death, ' 
was truly heroic. Demofihenes, when King^ 
Philip threatened him with death, madc^ 
an! wen that if ha Jhonld kill him) yet his" 
coumry would compliment him wirh im- 
mortality. Theodoras, the Cyrenjtan Phi*i 
lofcphcr, returned fuch another bold anfwer 
to King Lyfimachus, who threatened him 
with the crots; Keep thele frightful threat- 
ening lays he, to terrify your delicate 
courtiers ; but it makes no odds to Theo- 
doras, whether he rot in the ground, or 
in the air. This contempt of death went 
fo far, that many of them procured it to 
themiclves ; Tome to Give their country, as 
G Mm,- and Decius ; fomc not to furvive its 
fli 11, a$Cato ; tome to free themiclves from 

pain, 
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pain, is Atfirus, Corcl'.in*, Rufus, whofir 
death is toW by Pliny, lib. 1- Ef-i%. anJ 
SUiui bnlicus die poet, And otber& again 
w ( 'fcmc trifling caufc, as Seneca in hi* 4^ 
EpiAfe fays, Ntm viiit qnam cx frhtdi 
Mvufir mors ccjitemnntur ; tlilu ante amies 
1 jbrtf foqutb fepcrtJtt ; a Hut ft frscifita, I 
leftbi ne ismi/mm hm*chanicmiiutons ast- 
dinrt y utiux ne rtauccreiur e fu%c frrtutn 

* adeeif fa vifcem* Now if the HcatHeWt 
< \jpuiacd by the mere light of naituc and 
^philofbphy, without the knowledge of a fjfc* 

*curc retribution, amid go fo far as to rec- 
kon death no evil, and cottkl port with iifo 
often opon the finallcft cDoCJcraricJUBr, 
^pajfhi om Chrilliaiu much mart to con* 

* 1 17XOJ) death, Teeing they arc taught it U but 

* an entrance inu) a gloriotu immorality, tfr 
jn i>tUrtfdfKc in mwlw Uft % which is in* 

"fh^uHri Ufiirfitcdi <in,l tfor fadcth Art* ft- 
; and in which an incorruptible croWQ 
u prepared tor them f 



fxunt.~\ Thfc condtifton naiumlly follow 
fruro a view of the miiericr and vanity 
thU Life, and u^u one of die (Lraogelk ; 
gumcnu among the Heathen* for a frtnre 
lUtc. They otaifidcrcd life only- h» th 
porch, or fwfttmum to a h*PF 
^hich wtl to follow After death, 1 
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/acuities of our minds ihould be enlarged, 
our knowledge increafed, the uncertainties 
,ind doubts which attend us here removed, 
and men rendered capable to enjoy the lift 
of the gods. 

Hope humbly then, with trembling pini- 
ons (bar ; 

Wan the great teacHer, death, and God 
;. # adore ! EJfay on Man w Ef* 1 • v> 91 . 

Page 106* # Many cnaiurts thai bekdi 
lh- fan*'] The life of infefts is of a very 
Ihort duration, jftlian mentions one,which 
he calls the Ephemeris, becanfc it is begot, 
born, and dies within the circle of a day* 

Pagq 107. * The fa ft***HL* **d myfticat 
trartjmigrettenxjbic,*} Sec jfcQatlc ic U mr* 
turc $ vol. i. where the transformations of 
jjliv- worais, anii marry other injects, sre dc* 
fori bed with voiy great elegance and pro? 
priety. 

Page* 1 to* * The neateft way unto arru 
lion.] The author here alludes to the 
neral rites of the ancients, which in difTe 
nc nations were' different ; but ill of the 
ery fumpraous and elegant. Among th 
mans they burnt the .dead bodies, and 
thcred the allies into urns, which were 
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Irribe* the ceremony of a funeral-pile in 
hi j £oeid, fib* 6. v. it 3* 

P.igerio„ t Of crows anddowsS] Th 
an* luppofed to be very long-lived enr 
turef. Hcfiod, fpcaking of die age o 
mm, afcribei to the daws the length o 
nine human live*, to deers four rime* as 
much, and Co ciwt three times as much. 
Hence Thcophnftas is (aid, when dybj^ 
to have accuftd nature Tor giving to ihrlc 
creature*, to whom it wan of & little con- 
cern, (6 lonj* a life, and fo fliarr an one to 
man whom it much concerned- Grt. Tufc* 
*p/sjl. fik 7* To fuch complaint* Seneca, 
afflrrdc a noble ajifoer; Ciiius mcri, &yt he, 
Vr/ Urdiut a J r/w mn pi-rttwi fane tuttnt 
vicri <tv* nm*t ni ran ftrtinrt. Ep. 70. 

Page 1 14- • &firfs faik] JEfon was ihc 
ftthcr of Jafon, *ind t nt hui clelire, was by 
Medea reftored to youth from a very great 
old age, by mean* of a bath prepared 
her, Medea's preparation, and the pragre 
r.f [his wrifiderfrl change, is defalked by 
Ovid in hit me tarn, /iff. 7* 

Page tiB. • To d-frifo us tf dcalb^ 
Thin js a thought of Seneca the ttagudjan* 
Uinfus tftwi rjli Qptitut im rmf Deity ; 
En pete vitjtji tfftfto >nn hvmiet f'rtefft 
s4i wjmq morirm; milk *4 tone ttdittu p^m 
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ge 120. * OfRhadt2mantbus t bLC.~\ The 
expectation of a future judgment was very 
frequent among the ancients, it was de* 
lcribed indeed with all the trumpery of fic- 
tion, in order to engrofs the attention of 
the herd of mankind. They had the ao 
cufers, the judges, and the executioners of 
mankind, all placed in their infernal regi- 
ons. Virgil defcribes Rhadamanthus's bu- 
finefs as judge in the following veries ; 
GnoJJius h&c Rhadamanthus babet durijjima 
rcgna : 

Cajiigatque auditque doles, fubigitque fa- 

teri f 

Qua quh afud fuferos, furtv /status inaitt, 
Dijluiit in feram cemmi ffh fiaeufa mortem* 
JBueicL lib. 6. v\ j66 

Page i st I. * Tbe w>r/</V dejlruflion 
fire, &c] This was a tenet common to 
many of the Philofbphers, but particularly 
to the Stoics, and was of a very old (land- 
ing, as Ovid obferves. 

Effe quoque in fatis reminifcrtur adfere 
tempts, 

Qtio mere, quo tellus, ctrreftaque regit call 
Ardent ; & mundi motes oferofa Taboret. 

Metam. Ub. 1. v. 156* 
ucan was of Stoic principles, and chew 
liis information from tint phiiofophy. 
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fpgp ity # EJU/s 6000 TW/.J Eft. 
was * Jowifh Rabbi ; but be wa* not fin to- 
Ur id thisopjuicui- La flail dm prrfcribcs 
J u it iha fame term; he? reatuo for it t* 
iomewhat wbirnficai, QudHtsm fen dirfoir 
runiti Dei cf tra pirftstta funi $ (ft fdcuta 
ft# M ii ttfti *Hnt*rum fix uuifitf nuner? in b&c 
ffatu tHun^MH ntcejjh *jt, I>e divino prx- 
duo, ci 14. VV<i Uuw not warned modem 
philofopheri, even in this agc t who have 
been fo ralh u 10 prcleribc a poded 10 Uic 
duration of the world* 

question, i^beihtfr vhtuc 1 ossn jv 

WA^i h<u> bcifo much uprated oftareyeari, 
anil wuh gt«it ttrtagth of argument on boi h 
hjfit k vas a principle ok the Stoics, for 
- j h ic« Cr<% A 1. <5r /. f. 7jj/1% j*//f. 
A11 J Seneca warmly maintained it in hi* 

AJiquis w ifffritr tllgenMn eft t &fom* 
ferdttit oeuhr Ufoniun ut fa ituquam iff* 
JPtlhnt* vhauwr, &QftPti& t*np*m i*h ?*• 
fl^l^ faddmvt. And afterwards, f^jftf 'M* 

A/ f rf»Ajf/ re&iff&rh atrimi vimm L*J**** 
Seneca, Li * Ep* If* 
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. I?agei26 v :|: ^That great refolution of his,* 
&C.3 Seneca's words are, Si fcirem Deos 
peccata ignofcituros & homines ' ignoratiiros > 
adJiuc, propter vilitatem peccati,peccare eru~ 
befcerew. ' 

Page 129. * Shall command them hack in- 
, to their proper Jhapes, &c.] The heathens 
railed fundry objedlions to the refurre&ion 
of the fame body, which the fathers were 
at much pains to anfwer* The Doftor gives 
them a general anfwer* that it is the ob- 
ject of faith, not of re*afon or philofophy 
Take the following example of the argu- 
tations of the fathers on this head/ from 
Cyrillus; He introduces the Heathen ob* 
jefting, that interiit homo, & mortuus com- 
putmit, & fotur in vermes refolutus eft ; at- 
1 que ii vermes quoque htterierunt, futrefaflio 
tanta 6- corruption corpus excepit ; quomodo 
ita que re forget f Naviga tores a pifcibus de- 
vorati font 6- ipfi quoque pifces commefti font ; 
eos qui cum bejtiis pugnarunt, urji & Jeo- 
ties una cum ojjihus comminuerunt, See. To 
which Cyrillus anfWers, Cogita diver fo ger- f 
vninunt femina mifceri'& tuo pugillo contil 
neri : eflne tibs homini facilis an magna res ; 
pugillum aperire, unumquodque femen ad fo* | 
am fpeciem.congregare f & ad germen reftau* \ 
Z z rare ? 



* Vide drot de veiv relig. chr. lib. 2. 
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.rare? Et tu quidem in tuit pugillo poteris; 
Deus vero qu& fuo pugilio'continentur difcer- 
nere, congregare & rejlaurare nonfoteritf 
Minutius Fadix in Otfavio; has the follow- 
ing argument \ 'C&terum quis tarn ftultus eft 
aut brutus, ut audeat vepugnare, hominem a 
Deo, ut priqium potuit fingh, ita foffe denuo 
reformari ; nihil effe poft obitum, & ante ot- 
tum nihil fuiff? f St cut de nihih nafci licuit 7 
ita de nihih lie ere repararif Porro diffici- 
lius eft id quod fit incipere, quant id quod pier at 
iter are. Tu peri re Deo credis, ft quid rtoftris 
ocylis hebetibus fubtrahitur f Corpus omne fi* 
ve arefcit in pulvertm, Jive in humor em fol- 
vitur, vel in nidortm tenuatur, fubtrahitur no- 
bis'; fed Deo elementoriim cuftodi refervatur. 

Page 130- * This is matte good by expe- 
rience, &cc] The inftance here given of 
the refulcitation of plants by chimical pre- 
parations, is maintained* by Kircher, and 
affirmed to have been done by himfelf ; and 
a late write*, the Abbe Vallemont alio po- 
fitively affirmed it, and defcribes the pro- 
grels by which it is performed. 

' Page 139. * Tbene are as many hells as 
Anaxagoras conceited worlds.'] Anaxarchus 
rather,- for Anaxagoras held.but one world. 
Democritus and the Epicureans held a mul- 
tiplicity of worlds. 

Page 
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.Page 141. *\ *Th*t % terrible term, &c/] 
The Heathen poet Horace fays, 
. Qderunt feccure font virJutis : a more ; 

rTu nihil admit&i in te formidine fans.' . 

Lib. 1. Ep.16. 

:<*Bage» i44. * h is hard to f lace thefe fouls 
in helly &c] The declaration in^fcripture, 
that thete is ialvation in no other than 
Cfyrift, and by his name only men can be 
faved v puzzle* the doAor what 'fate to pro- 
nounce upoff thofe good Heathens, whofe 
virtues and perftft morality, and even the 
fpecolative notions of fome of them con- 
cerning God, in his opinion d^fervfed a bet- 
ten lot than eternal damnation * and that, as 
• he argues, for no fault of theirs, but* for 
being ignorant of truths which they had no 
opportunity of knowing. This has led ma- 
ny good men, ujl- all the Chriftian ages, to 
determine more favourably concerning 
them, as our author does of Socrates, 72. 
and Juftin Mmyr y Erafmus and others do 
of many of the Heathen worthies- Yet 
the do&or, in the remaining part. of this 
fedlion, proves himfelf a good Chriftian, 
and feems to go plum into thtf orthodox o- 
pinion of the damnation of all unbelievers. 

Page 147. * Ariftotle tranfgrejpi the rule 
of his own ethic ks 7 &c] La&antius has col- 

• - lefted 
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)ctie<l nany infhnco^ of flic oppufiriua lies 
n bit ibt.* livtis aufcl iWirtncy at* rl?o Philc 
Jqdher>~ Ariftotk ia particular U aecofci 
c*f vanity in hk ilrcU r ioctntiin 
treachery unvardv hb muflcr Alexander* Sc 
ncta, ritnn whnm no ntau mor&lixc* better 
ami who li;u r at grr;w length, delivered to 
ilk the vimioua doftiinca oft rhc *Sioie5 t 
pi* nut J mil .»\ *i IbgraM iniLiiuc uf ihw it 
Ci itilLtni v * i . l/r i.rv. iJulti-'rv, troact 
». ry ( nn I iHN^Hy, nuke up but J !majl p: 

P. 14; < ; ; , ^c-j Ixteirpri! 
pic i |'M i" 1. iri tht lomnrbfjf -frenc* ; 



Hiconf jllviicv ot which appear* sii 
^i. tl4ir~jJZGc/f* fit. 11, r. 
Jbui. -3 Mr;/ / pim .. fee] 

Ijivii-J^y # jjo cmc in a borgt ta«thc Adris 

mg a mm the tea. Ju wed if 3* tl 
lpon(t- t in commemoration of the Joint 
**n ut* the ic* given them by Fupe 
dcr 111. which, by this pac;cjtitry,tbc^ 
cited u> maintain and defend aidiay m 
1 1 t ir ovvn (pooled 
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Page 148- t Bui I he Pbihfopker who threw 
bis matty inio I fa fca t §cc/] ThU was A- 
pollonius Tyanaus, who threw a great 
quantity of gold into ilie fea, with chefe 
wor Js ; Pernio diivtw^ nt fe^imdarcm al> 'A 
///: Polycrares the tyrant of Samos caft the 
moll valuable jewel he had into the fea, that 
lie might thereby learn to bear adverfe for* 
tune, which he had never felt. 

Page 149* * 7 *Ut wife pvin Chiron y&Ci] 
The table is, that while Saturn was em* 
bracing his miftrels Phillyra, Ops his wife 
came upon them j and he, to avoid difco* 
very, transformed lumfelf into a hurle : 
frcmv this dinbeace Chiron was begot, who 
was hair man, half horfe, and became nt* 
mous for his wifdom and flcill in phyftck. 
This fable, as explained by the do<$or, has 



a* Certain ckaraiicn f ©ur. I 
outward tcatures and tiucaments have, 
ways been held as aimed infallible indie; 
3ns of the inward temperament and difp< 
"on of the foul. But it requires long 
grience, great fitgacity and discretion, 
}uft conclulions in this matter. 7 
making ralh judgments therein 
cat, and the injuilicc wc do aft* 
jftcu irreparable j becaule the pre 
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dice for or agairift arifes at firft view, and 
if: itet dffcouraged,' and the judgment for 
fome time fufpended, takes fucfi firm hold 
as»nat to be eafily eradicated. There is the 
greater reafon for this caution, as* many a 
fcfciiv gives the lie tor his fcce when either 
ti'jtiah, inftead of being angry, and'exafpe- 
rated* arhis own lodks, fcr envying thofe of 
others, applies himfelf afliduoufly t6 the 
culture of his mind, and procuring beau- 
ties more laftiflg or ornamental } or when 
one, inftead of improving- 'the i mind, and 
making it a proper jfthabkaiff for a beautiv 
fttl frame be/lowed by t nature, ' gitfes the 
loofe ; to his pafljons, and thereby difgr^ces 
the- outward beauty of his body ; in either 
of thefe cafes phyfiognomy is fallacious : 
of the firft of thefe Socrates was a remark* 
able inftance; tide Sfefa No. 86. Of the 
fecond Alcibiades, the favourite difciple of 
Socrates, was a no lefs remarkable in- 
ftance : for tho' blefled by nature with the 
mod beautiful figure, and the bed capacity, 
He' was yet given up to the moft irregular 
courfcs, notwithftanding the affiftance of his 
friend Socrates , Martial's epigram on this 
fubjea is worth tranfcribing. 

Crine ruber y niger ore, brews fede } luniine 
Ufus y 

Rem magnam frafias, Zoi/e, fi bonus es. 



Thy 
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Thy head and beard are *>f a difPrem dyej 
Short of one foot, diftprted in an, eye: 
With all thefe token* of a knave complete, 
Shotild'ft thou be honeft,thou'rt a dev'lifh 
cheat. ' 
No branch of natural knowledge has been 
more abufed than this of phyftognomy i 
it was taken up, arfd profefledas a fcience 
along with aflrology,' by ignofmnt pretend- 
ers, in the firft ages of the revival of leara^ 
ing, to make a ihew of fiiperior knowledge, 
and ciufe the rabble, ftare. 'But both are 
now; happily exploded. - 

A very ingenious author on thisfubje<ft ? 
' Baptifta Porta, founds his (peculations on the 
fbppofition, that as a man hath in the mould 
or his face a remote likenels to that of an ox; 
a fhecp,a lion, an hoa,or^any other creature; 
he hath the fame refemblance in the frame 
of his mind, and is fubjeft to thoie paffions 
which are predominant in the creature that 
appears in his countenance. Accordingly 
he gives the prints of feveral faces that are 
of a different mould, and, by a little over- 
charging the likenefs. discovers the figures 
of thefe feveral kinds of brutal faces in hu- 
man features. 

Page 166. # How there Jbouldbe <7«y,&c] 
The inftances are indeed few, but fome 
there are very remarkable, recorded by an- 
tiquity, 



zOS CillTI CAL Notts trpOH 

liquirv, as f.hac Ik i a i king Antiochus and 
one AnsCinon a plebeian of Syria, who 
were fo like that Laodice the Kjjik*? 
dow, by pretending tbif n«o WW the Ktn 
concealed his death, till iha h*d lettlcd 
(uceeitbr according to her mind.; betwixt 
Cn» Pompcy and Vibhii the orator ; betwixt 
C Phtnctis und Rubrinr Smiws-pbvcr t 
Calhaa Sevunis the or&cor, atid unr 3V1ir- 
iclln ; and ihnt betwixt M# MeJlila Cenfo 
^nd one Menoqcnc*,* PJJe Piin* 
mi. fib. 7. ri 11* But the molt extraordi 
nary inlbnce of tins Gmiliiude of faces \t 
the t.iic of IVfarrtn Guerre and Aniauld de 



Ti 
Li 



i 



f 

liti nco < 

K-r 1 j in made himfrlf acquaint 



ot the 



oc arcumltanc 
re id ihi* rurpri 
1 himlMf nut oidf 



Icvcnl yetrz ; uud 
«mc untoward ciro 



ben at Icingi* 
tibnee*, ho lei 
\ imp«>ftor f ho 



ftiU/ lubmiucil vj v. r ul^ pfoftcilti' V* 
in. which he behaved with fui v. . -\[*cU* 
fctac, of near 15a vatnetfis c*an)iocif Ortj 
the olTair, between p and depatirf hfli 
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their husbands, and of ;he remainder of 
the witnefles, 60 and upwards declared the 
fefemblance between the perfons was , fo 
ftrong, that \t was Amply impoflihle to af- 
firm with certainty whether the aqcufed was 
the true Martin or not. In ihort Arnauld 



ment of Tholouie, even after the true Mar- 
tin Guerre was returned* and tjiey appeared 
together fa.ce to face; 

Page 171. * What a , 'B^xxf^^X^f 
In Lupian's book, de judtiio voca/i- 
um\ there is. a long pleading before the. 
vowels as judges, by Sigma complaining of 
the injuries done to it by Tan, which had- 
thruft it out of many words, and taken pof- 
feffion of its place. This has been very hap- 
pily imitated by the Spectator \ No. 78. and 
80. in the perfons of Who, Which and 
That. 

Page 172. * But their tongues are jharper 
ihan^kftjus's razor."} A#ius, the Augur, ad- 
monifliing Tarquinius Prifcus to revere the 
gods, and their immediate fervant, the Au- 
gijr ; Tarquin, to ridicule him, ajfked him, 
if ifohat he had conceived was poflible ? to 
whicl\ the Augur anfwering it was,he defired 
him .to cut a whetftone with a razor ; which 
the Augur aftually performed. Fide Ffyr. 




puzzled the^ parlia- 



A a a 



zyo Critical Motes upon 

Sin i, c*f> tind tiVi M\ i, v>ho tell (he 
ftory differently. 

P* 172. 1 /fx* ft$f nictr :W to frtfiom 
Our author's obfcrvappfi has becc 
drifted, fince His time, in the pcrfbn oF 
-ouUXlW wheat a great cspcncc jnai«u»n- 
ed d\c mod eminent porta, panegjrriiU and 
Slftprim, to found forth his praife*. and 
xim J chem down to prillcrity j and the eft 
ifwefrblc ro ibe dclign. On the 
J f the pride of the literati ha* not 
blulhed ro alcribe a great part of chc honour 

/ . • . ■ * , / . . V Sever* ilhtltrtrenl - 



m ttLifJ, nut Prhd* rrrcs %i£<Nifce- 
rwi Humerus divina tuMira/Trt . 



rtmi. Joan &rub, PoL Hunci 1 *^ ode 
Kiting u (ouTuicvl upon ihii rlinughi 
B* ht cxprdly nftTcn 1 

GT4 ptd cn th c heroic al deeds ttftftll 
MctfHr ft {fart* fii*&nK fat fa ( 
Mertsdcvt tuterts* 
And a tew line* after. 

Di«ntisii /Wr v/iiriN flrfc/i vcUt 
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And Polirian had the boldncfs to tell his pa- 
tron, Louis a forcz, Quod eft bonorum printf- 
fum cum viris erudttts tacita qu&datn natura* 
/if que foci eta 7, ut alters ah aheris iUuftreniur^ 
ac dinu jilt nuituo fufftagantur^ & ghn a frin* 
dpi bus f doftis author it js conciliitur* lib* 1 1 . 
Ep* 1, 

Page 174. # // is as Moody a tlmghtfac.l 
Nero's exprcifton here mentioned, as related 
by Sue con, was, when fomc pcrlbn in his 
hearing had laid, When I am dead, let the 
earth be fet on fire, Nero added, Yea whilft 
I am alive : This was more cruel than the 
wilh of Caligula, that the people of Rome 
id but one neck, that he might deilroy 
em all at one blow. 

Page 1 84* f The {lory of the Italian, &cc. 
It is reported, chat an Italian, having m 
with one who had highly provoked hii 
put a poniard to his jbreaft and threatcne 
10 kill him, unlet he would hlafpheme Godj 
which the other complying with to fave his 
life, the Italian prelemly killed him, to the 
^ndithat dying w ithout repentance, he might 
)damned to eternity. This ftory of the 
ten, if true, is indeed beyond compan- 
ion, and a malice only equal to the devil's, 
he fpirit of revenge which prevails ft 
?%xi Italy, and the many molt dreadf 
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inftaflces of it which are • related, make it 
dimoft probable* 

- Page 1 87. ' * -frits was the temper, ' &c] 
This was the ftatue of Venus Gnidea made 
by Prasiitdles, of which a certain yonng man 
became fo enamoured, that Pliny relates, Fe- 
runt, amore captum, cum delituijfet noftu, /?- 
ihulacro cok&{ijfe } ejufque enpiditatis efTs in'di- 
cent maculunt: Lucian mentions it'- in his 
dial, anldr. Tiberius Nero, in his retire- 
riieftt at'Oaprea, defiled himfclf and his 
court wkh the moft unheard of lecheries j 
of which $vttvcm f SeceJJu verbCapteenfi, etiaifi 
fella ri am excogitavii ftdetn 'arcanaVum libi<- 
dinum, in quam andique congui/iti fuel/arum 
& exolitoriim greges, monflrofique concubitus 
repertores, quos fpintrias appeilabat ; tripli- 
ci ferie connexi invicem inceftarent fe co- 
ram ipfo, ut dfpeftu deficient?* libi dines ex- 
citaret. And Tacitus, lib. 6. anna/, c. 1. 
fays, T unc primum ignota ante vocabuia refer- 
ta font, feilariorum £r fpintriarum, ex f<edi-. 
tate loci ac mtiltiplici patientia. Vide th§ , 
Do&or's vulgar errors, cap. ult. 1. ult. 

Page 190.* T opograpty of their citiesfedCl 
This feems intended as a rebuke to tja6fe 
conceited people, who, tho' fixed all^heir 
lives to one fpot of earth, pretend a more 
particular knowledge of the fituation of dif? 

1 . tant 



Religio Medici. 273 

tant provinces, acid the rlaws and manners 
% of foreign -nations, than thofe who have 
fpent moft of their timfe in ftudying the 
language} the laws and policy, of thofe ve- 
ry countries : 'K3f th& hbrdare the bulk of 
your ftory- tellers . 

k Page 19 1 > »* Seen a f rating niarinerfac] 
Here theDoftor gives an inftance of that ar- 
rogant verbofity.noticed aboye, inrapratting 
failor, who, from his little pradtice in navi- 
gation, plumes himfelf in a more thorough 
knowledge of aftronomy, than thofe phllo? 
fophical heads who have applied themfelve$ 
to the ftudy of that fcience ; the fefult qn- 

Jy of ignorance and pride. 

Ibid, lineup. / cannot think that Homer \ 
&cc] 'This ftory of Homer, as related by 
Plutarch, is as follows, That Homer having 
failed from Thebes to the illand Ion, when 

- heUanded, fat down on a rock upon the 
Ihore, when feme fifhermen palfing by, he 
alked them, what they had caught ? To 
which they returned this enigmatical an- 
fwer,That what they had caught they had left 
behind them ; but \^hat they had not caught, 
th£y had with them : meaning thereby^ 
thatVhile they were in their boat, and gould 
catch ^10 fifli, they employed their tinle in 
looking for, and killing lies ; and fo all 
that thsy had taken they had killed, and 

•left 
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left behind them ; and what they had 
taken, ihcjr had with them in rheir claaih 
Homer not bcinu able to explain thii ridd 
pined away, and died of grief. Pliny, 
hi* elegant letter to hi* friend Fufcus, where- 
in he gives him an ac renin t of ihc manner 
of his hunting, is fuppafed ro allude tu this 
riddle, when, he fiy*, J'lw a/nfujwiv, fed 
n*n fine pivilforikwi ui quamvh wtif cepc- 

Page 191. line 13. Or /Zvi Aijhtk % 
Flurarch refute* thofe whu ullif Jgeil, that A* 
rUtotlc either drosvjad (W puttancd hirofcif, 

j^rief thai he couM nor evploio ifae el 
" iag and flowing I H H p*. Laertiiu 
faw, h'. *'.! i'} - ^ r .iIl- at 63 yeau of ,v r ^, 



fait fth 

Pruff as ar Pitt: 1 &CtJ Plaru taught 

tltfl iruili wjj to he preferred ro evcrj 
thing; *hafa rhwefbre afl very aUfiirdly. 
who cliulc rather oblVmately to adhere 
ihe crroneou- opinions of Anjlotlc and \\ 
smrtenr*. than to adopt thole which the 
Iftence iff more modcrji phiiofophon J 
ided on the (olid Utile »>f domemdrac 



rrf.j Our author here givoi Bfii 
ion ugaintt marrying nt *H, from 
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example. But we may refer the reader to 
the ancient lawgivers, particularly Lycur- 
gus and Plato, who made exprefs laws fof 
" the punifhment of fuch as did not marry. 
Cornelius Agrippa's cenfure of celibacy is 
worth tranfcribing ; Qui uxor em, inquit, nm 
babet (etiam fi ciitijftmus fit) nihil fere habet 
quod fuum eft. : quia nihil habet tutum ab infi- 
diis, nec habet, cut pojfet relinquere, nec cut 
confideres Qui uxorem nan habet, caret fami- 
lia, caret propinquis, & fine pofteritatis fpe 
femper defertus & defiitutus eft : f urantur il- 
ium fer vid d ejraudantur focii. contemnvint vi- 
cini. 

Page 193. t Wh* marry twice,kc.~] See 
- 1 Cor. yii. 8* The Heathens like wife were 
of this opinion, and reckoned it their glory 
to abftain front a fecond marriage. Hence 
Dido in Virgil, iEneid. lib. 4. 

J lie me os, primus qui me fibi junxit, amores 
' Abftulit; ille habeat fecum,fervetque fepul- 
cbro. 

And Marcia, Cato's daughter, and Valeria, a 
noble lady in Rome, are extolled upon this 
Recount, that they could not, by any argu- 
ments, be induced to a fecond marriage. ; 

Pake 1 94. * / could b? content that we might 
rocreate like trees, &c] A £hyfician lofl^g 
cibrl our Do&or, Hippocrates, was of the 

fame 



[pcAt Son 

fimc mind* l**$t sfol* C>/A lih. 19. pr£, d, 
ParaceUif. another plvyfici n, went fri 
rhsin * wSlh, atul undertook 10 prclcribc 
lncfbfri for iljc generation of a tnmi uuh 
udi ruinou. Monf. MonctipjcV wanfs 01 
this lutjcA ore worth notice ; /V ir 
ttprej /dwA fM<" PiWWr rteft autre ris> 

f /wvy m foiwt autre efafc, me kfliijir a Aif~ 
ckifftr ftf \ 4 fa 1 ti MttflUrttu niainu ~" 
/v fhiiculi titifUUM df Cf fill fir t hf ,irjhr 
Mtiix'Nur/jM ejtyvfhz t'/ fifizwrt!ii r dr ^/jv u 
/ ^ > ; nl;eraj^rimhfctctt\ 

cc vif<t&f'i jj§frf MHl+ fa fir rut cl at* CrtJjfttf tfU 



tin fujet it* 




t /iw<W. rf, tfttw* to flutes 
rMf/Hii J? Jjii* { U jtHiUni ft 1WK0M 
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fefchent ies offices de noflre ame : en cell \* 4a 
nous /jar pons wire avanlage fur ell? ; cette^c 
met toute autre penfee four le pug ; ahruti 
et abejlit par fon imperieufe author ite toute la 
iheologie et fbikfopkie qui ejl en Platm / tf 
s*il ne s'en plaint pas : par tout ail/curs vous 
fouvez garaer quelque decertce ; toutes Oittrrs 
operations foujfrent &$$ remits d* hone fit 
cette-ci ne fe peut fas feulement imagi 
que vicieufe on ridicule* Trouvez y fwf 
voir nn proceder fage et difcretf Alexandre 
drfoit, qu*il fe c^nofcoit principalement mor- 
tel far cette a8ion y et par le dorrnir : le font* 
* fnetl fuffoque et fupprime Jes facultates de 
rtojlre ame f la befom les abforbe et dijfifpe de 



mefmes* 

UlCttt ft(S 



wsftre corruj, 
fx de wjlre vanite et 



ton Of 



la p/ us noble ^ tiliie et p* 
nBkns\ et la mus iaijft 
fitir, commt infant? < 
et recontmander Pahj\ 
taigne, liv- 3. chap. 5. 



> D'ntt r*/7 
be a ce defh 
ie toutes fe 
part s g ecu ft 



Page 195% line 16. Makes me diftrufi tie 
mmetry of thofe heads, Scc.1 The inimt* 
Wc Shakefpear has the following adn 
le reflexion in a mind unafleJted wich the 



of mufickp 



Bbb 
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' The man that hath nbt mufick in his foul/ 
And is not mov'd with concords of fweet 
founds, ■ ' ✓ 

Is fit for treafons. ftratagoms and fpoils ; 
The motions of his lp'rit are aark as 
\ night, ' : t : \ 
•\ And his affections dull as Erebus f 
%Lct no fitch man be trufled. 
* ^ Merchant cf Venice, Aft V. Scene L 

Page 200- * And may inverted on the 
<ivorjl 7 &CC.3 There is no axiom more cer- 
tain than this. The fin eft charadters have 
always fome foible or bloc, which are like- 
foils to their good, qualities. Even the di- 
vine Trajan was* accufed of drunkennefs, 
• and a propenfity to unnatural luft. . And the 
worft are not withotlt fome good*. Nam 
hudabllia multa etiam malt fac/unt, fays Pli- 
ny in panegyr* So that Horace's Nemo fin? 
vitiis nafcitur is juft, tho' tr&nfoofed. 

Page 201. * The man 'without a nave/, 
. &c] The fcholaftick divines, who gave 
too much into ufelefs niceties in their fub- 
tile difquifmons into the ftatc of the firft 
man, confidering that he was not brought 
forth of a mother in the ordinary way of 
generation, therefore concluded that as he 
had jio ufe for a navel, which is the chan- 
nel by which the fetus, while in the womb, 
• . 1 , - "draws 
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draws nourilhment from its mother, there- 
fore nature had not furniflied him with one, 
as being to him a fuperfluous organ. Hence 
our author defcribes Ads^m by that Angula- 
rity, intending, by a metonymie,' thereby to 
point out original fin- 
Page 201. t Nunquam minus folus quatfi 
cum folus .] This was an expreffion of ScU 
pio Africanus, recorded by Ctcero, Off. L j. 
Our author's commentary on it is pretty 
much the* fame with Epidjtetus's thought on 
Jblitude, taken down in note 1. to page 25, 

'Page 203. * Limits not my mind, &c.J 
Magna & generofa 1 res eft humhnus animus i 
nullqs fibi poni, nifi commune* & cum Deo 
terminos patitur % &c. Seneca, Ep. 102. 

P, 2Q4. * There is furely a piece of divini* 
tyin i//,otc] The ancients conceived very 
high and exalted notions of the nature and 
origurof t ^ ie human foul. It was the ge- 
neraPopinion that it came directly from 
God, and was to return to hinl again. That 
of its own nature it was pure and perfect, 
free of all vice, and particularly of the 
common weakness and paflions of huma- 
nity j' and that thefe flowed only from its 
clofe alliance to this earthly frame* 

Igneus 



5 'ti tufas ; 
ttdfti, 

7trreniqut ttbtttttt ttrtus, mortfamhfui 

que ; ftet auras 
Irjpi iuni t ehiuf* irtichris & carcere est*. 
******* Vlrg. L6, ^730- 

* Hunicc calif the foul, Dhhs fdrtlcuh <tur£; 
aoJ Lucretius gives us rbe opinion of the 
Epicureans, iib. 3. v* 900. 

Drntyuc tfkflijUmkr omn?s fentine oriunii* 
A j J Scdcca deliver* the upittlOrt of his fact, 

grd , , .'iu I .'/<■•' <•* ///a C4/t>j}r fprrf- 
in Jzjlvpulh. Dc ccmtbL ad Hclv< e, 6 /'And 
m hia 9^d Epift. QmU tjl auttm cur mn cx~ 
j}hm?s ht po div/jpf ahyud ;*iftfrt\ qui Dei 

Lieui ; 6 , ; . . rjui Junius cr tifCfliif&i 

Page # /1 w Jr*am / w tt 
* itttafr aw.Wj-] The Doctor mult 
had a very finjjnhr conflirarion ot* 
v ln> iht/ horn tinder the lisadtm ptau 
tUlltj and nf canlequencc of a gloomy n| 
tttnd di(j>ofii tiur>i cnulj yet ib hk dream* 
rfptv'eoi the mol* tury o.QH v fMjL mhiI on 
lefhin himlclf wich the mod J ,, * ,,| ' ih lm- 
wun of a comedy* The ftncicft « , t nv* II 
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men arc of a quite different turn, as dreams 
arc generally but the confuted repetition o£ 
thole ideas which mod engrofs our waking 
thoughts, according to Claudian. 

Omnia qua fenfn vohuniur vota diurno, 
Peflore foftto^ reddit arnica quits* 
Vtnator defeffa toro rum membra refmit. 
Mens tamen ad fylvas cSr fuh lujlra rtdtt. 

Page 207. * Our froffer memories have 
fo little bold of our abjlrafted under (landtags^ 
Sec] and frequently no hold at all- It h is 
long puzzled the Ichoolmen, whether the 
not retaining the idvas that pals thro* the 
mind when afleep, is not a prcfumption 

^ remember any f as often wc do not ; and the ( 
ingenious Mr. Locke has thence inferred^ 

one of his llrongcft arguments, that men^ 
think not always : but were ir lb, the defini- 
tion which the philofophers give us of the; 
foul, that it is a thinking fubflance, If it can 
at any time he diverted of that faculty, 
mult do a very abfunt one* 

Page 208. # / wonder the fancy &f Lucan 
and Seneca did not difemer //,] Both a£ 
them being condemned by Nero, as a fa*^ 
vour,had ihe choice of the manner of their 
</m\ deaths given them; and they . prefer- 
red being bled to death, faat.AnmUlib. 15% 
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Mp. 63 & 70- A kind of death which 
(luteal privic and 1 uniry of Senega r»Li l 
hzvc iaAlKi: J Uim ui prcftfj harine thcu 
by m oppqrfUniry tu Jit play his philosophi- 
cal hcroiun in htv Jifcogrfcs tu hU fri 
41 hit death, aid in l'unc Ion to imitate 
great iiuu Socrarai in bii dying momcr 

Page HI.* Tq frt*i *> r<r wirfifots urhi 
E*e.] Tbolir who arcfubjcA to vMrcmu me- 
lancholy *nd vapoury *«fien enrcrub fticl 
coniYagiint conceit* as thcDoAor here men 
tiom ; and Pope, itvhis 
cxrofeii theft tir 



ui , tnrn'd boides, call aloud 4 
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